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A PERIOD of almofl: fix years has 
elapfed, fince the publication of the 
RuralPra&ice of theMiDLAND Counties/ 
The profecution of the General Work, of 
which that publication makes a part, has 
npt, however, been negle&ed, during this 
|apfe of time. The Practices of the more 
Western Counties have been regif- - 
tered, and are here offered to the Public. 
And thofe of the Southern Counties 
have been examined and collected *. 

j ' * T '• '• * • 

* 

I HAVE, 

I * 

* And will te digefted, and publUhed, with fuitahle 
dispatch. 
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I have, therefore,' at length obtained a 
General View of the Established 
Practices of England. And, altho’ 
I have had a partial View of thofe of 
Scotland, it is not my intention to ex- 
tend my Remarks to that part of the Ifland, 
or to Wales, until I have, in fome mea- 
fure, rounded my plan , with refpeft to 
England. 

Since (he Publication of the Rural 
Economy of the Midland Counties, 
a BOARD OF AGRICULTURE has 
been appointed, and a Plan of Survey, 
fimilar to my own, has been adopted : 
circumstances which caufed fome appre- 
henfion, in my friends, and a degree of 
alarm, in my Bookfellers, left the Reports 
of the Board ftiould fuperfede the ufe of 
theREGiSTERs I had publilhed, and ftiould 
render abortive an undertaking, on which I 
had expended themoft valuable part of life. 

I confess. 



Advertisement, xxvii 

I confess, that when I venturecl to 
recommend to public attention, the Eftab- 
Jifhpient of a Board of Agriculture *, it 

did 

* In the following paftage, publifiied (in 1790) in the 
Rural Economy of the Midland Counties, i. 222. 

“ I have already faid, in thecourfe of this work, that it 
“ is not my intention to obtrude my fcntiments, un- 
“ feemingly, on National Concerns ; but poflefied 
“ of the mafs of information, which, in the nature of my 
“ purfuit, 1 muft necefl'arily have accumulated, — no man, 
‘ c perhaps., having had a fimilar opportunity, — I think it a 
duty I owe to fbciety, and an infeparable part of my 
“ prefent undertaking, to regifter fuch ideas, whether 
“ political or profeflional, as refult, aptly and fairly, out 
“ of the fubje£t before me : and, in this place, I think it 
“ right to intimate the probable advantage which might 
“ arife from a Board of Agriculture or, more 
“ generally, of Rural Affairs; to take cognizance, 
“ not of the ftate and promotion of Agriculture, 
“ merely; butalfo of the Cultivation OFWASTEsand 
" the Propagation of Timber: bafeson which, not 
“ Commerce only, but the political exiftence of the Nation 
“ is founded. And when may this Country expe& a 
“ more favorable opportunity, than the prefent, of laying 
“ a broad and firm bafis of its future profperity ?” 

Here, I find my pen forcibly arrefted, and bent from 
the public fervice, towards my o\yn gratification. And 
it may be pardonable in a man, who has labored long and 
hard in the fervice of the Public, and this, too, \vith but 

few 
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✓ - 

did not occur to me, tkat fuch an inftitutjon 
- would, in any way, interfere with my own 
undertaking, — and much lefs, that it would 
become a valuable fource of information, 

. i " . 

molt happily calculated to promote it. 

But finding the meafure of provincial 

furveys adopted, and feeing the public 

benefit it was capable of producing, I was 

among the firft to comply with the requeft 

of my honorable Friend, the President 

of the Board, ---■ whofe public fpirit 

entitles him to every attention, — and v t,o 

* "* * 

furnifli 

few gratifications, except what have occaftonally rifen 
from his own reflections, to indulge himfelf, for once, in 
fuffering his reflections to force their way into public 
notice — and to fuggeft — that had the General Bill 
of Inclosure, which he earneftlv recommended, in 
*788 (fee the Rural Economy ofYcRKSHiRE, Vol. I. 
Pag? ipi.), been prefently pafied into a law, and had a 
Board of Agriculture been inftituted, in 1790, and 
DULY ENCOURAGED, it is more than probable, 
that the d.ftreflGng fcarcity, which this Country expe- 
rienced, in the fummer of 1795, would not now have lain 
reproach, on tfie Political Economy of the 
fGai.d. , 
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furniih my quota of information ; by pre-i 
fenting to the Board a Report of the 
Central Highlands of Scotland; — 
where I was re fi dent, at the time of its 
eftablifliment : and this I did, under the 
natural imprefiion, that I was, in effect, 
working in my own field, and with fellow 
laborers, who were jointly employed, in 
collecting fadts, that could not fail of 
proving ufeful, to the General Work, 
which has ever been the eventual 
Object of my Undertaking *. 

It did not, however, ftrike me, at that 
' time, as it has done fince, that the Board’s 
Reports may be rendered more immediately 
ferviceable to my Work, in affifting to fill 
up the vacant interftices of my Regifters ; 
and thereby to make them more worthy, 
than otherwife they would have been, of 

the 

* See the prefatory Advertisement to the Rur ai, 
Economy of Norfolk, for the outlines of this Under- 
taking. 
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the title I wifli them collectively to de- 
ferve ; — namely, AN AUTHENTIC 
REGISTER OF THE RURAL ECO- 
NOMY OF ENGLANf), AT THE 
CLOSE OF THE EIGHTEENTH 
CENTURY. 



x:«>o::x s !:x::c<xx 



To my valuable and lamented friend, 
the late Sir • Francis Drake, whofd 

I 

virtues were bed b.nown to thofe who were 
bed acquainted with his private character, 
I am chiefly indebted for the opportunity 
of forming the Regider, which is noW 
under publication. 

In the Summer of tjgt, I made my 
firft journey into the West of Devon- 
shire, to examine into the date of his 
Rural concerns, in that part of the County j 
and* in the Autumn of the fame year, re- 
turned, 



Digitized by Google 



Advertisement. 



xxxi 



turned, to endeavour to retrieve them from 
the diferaceful Hate, in which I had found 
them. In the fucceeding Autumn, I made 
a third journey, to the fame quarter ; and, 
in the Summer of 1794, I went over the 
whole of the Drake Estate, lying in 
different parts of Devonfhire. 

It will perhaps be faid,that the Valley 
of the Tamer, is too confined, and is of 
too little importance as a Difhidt, to be 
fuitable for a principal station. In- 

1 

deed, it is more than probable, that had I 
chofen my ftation, it would not have been 
that which circumflances afligned me. 

But (thanks to the Difpofer of Circum- 
Ilances), — now, when I am acquainted 
with the feveralDiftri&s of this Department 

1 

of the Ifland, I am convinced, that there 
is no other fituation, which could have 

been 
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been made equally favorable to my views; 
as that in which I was placed — it were 
providentially. There is no other indi- 
vidual ftation, in which I could have com- 
manded, fo well, the two Counties of 
Devon and Cornwall, and, at the fame 
time, the fertile Diftridt of the South 
Hams,— “the Garden of Devonfhire,”— 
of which diftinguifhed Diftridt the Valley 
of the Tamer forms, in reality, a part. 

Beside, in' the Valley of the Tamer, 
and on the magnificent Farm on which I 
tefided,— the Very firft in the Country, — I 
pofleffed the moft favorable opportunity, 
that either circumftances or choice had to 
give, of ftudying the Danmonian prac- 
tice, in all its branches, and in its almoft 
priftine purity *. 

A FEW 

* Danmonian,— an epithet derived from Daw- 
Monia, the antient name of part, or the whole, of this- 

Weftern Peninfula of Britain. 

* 
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A few particulars of modern pra&ice, 
that have been recently introduced into 
this part of the Ifland, efpecially into the 
South Hams, have not deranged the long- 
established SYSTEM OF DaNMONIAN 
Husbandry j which is ftill firmly rooted, 
in the feveral Diftridts of this Department ; 
and remains as diftinguifhable from the 
ordinary management of the body of the 
Ifland, as if the Peninfula, they form, had 
been recently attached to it. 

Moreover, it will appear, in the fol r 
lowing pages, that, although the Dan- 
monian practice has many defedts, it has 
likewife its excellencies, by which the Bri- 
tifh Hufbandman may greatly profit ; and 
very many peculiarities, by which the 
mind of an attentive reader will be 
enlarged, and its prejudices be relaxed. 

I there- 
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I therefore confider it as one of the moil for-* 
tunate circumftances, that have attended the 
execution of my undertaking, that I was 
led to the pure fountain of this diftinguifhed 
practice . 



London, May, 1796. 
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WEST OF ENGLAND, 



• * .. ; . i 

Introductory Remarks, 

t'T 'fllS popular appellation is ufually 
JL ‘ given to the four moll Weftetn 
Counties j namely, Cornwall, Devon- 
shire, Somersetshire, and Dorset-* 
Shire. 

But, in examining a Country, like Eng-* 
land, with a view to the exifting ftate of 
Its Agriculture, and the other bran- 
ches of its Rural Economy, the arbi- 
trary lines of Counties are to be wholly 
difregarded. For if any plan was obferved 
in determining the outlines of Provinces, in 
this Hland, it certainly had no reference or 
alliance whatever to Agriculture j unlefs it 
were to divide, between oppofing claim- 
Vol.I. B ants. 
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 



ants, the natural Diftridts, which require 
to be fludied feparately, and entire. Na- 
tural, not fortuitous lines, are requifite to 
be traced ; Agricultural, not political dif- 
tindlions, are to be regarded. 

A natural District is marked by 
a uniformity or fimilarity of soil and sur- 
face ; whether, by fuch uniformity, a 
marfh, a vale, an extent of upland, a range 



of chalky heights, or a ftretch of barren 
mountains,' be produce’d ; . And an A g r i - 
cultural. District r.is difcriminated 
by a uniformity or fimilarity of pr ac t i c e ; 
whether it be charadterifed by grazing, 
Iheep farming, arable management, or 
mixed cultivation; or by the produdtion 
of fome particular article, as dairy pro- 
duce^fruit liquor,. &c. &c. . _ • . > . - 

_ . Now, it is evidept, that the boundary 
lines of- Counties, pay no regard to thefe 
circumftapces. - On the contrary, we 
frequently find the moft entire Diftridts, 
with refpedt to Nature and Agriculture, 
fevered by pqlitipal lines of demarcation. 
The Midland Diftndts, for inflance, ,a 

■ . - .... - - iyp i 1 . .. ^ . . .. . , 

.whole with xefped; to foil, furface, and - 



:o 



efla- 
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eftablifhed practice, is reduced to mere 
fragments, by the outlines of the four 
Counties of Leicefter, Warwick, Stafford, 
and Derby *. Again, The Fruit Liquor 
Diftridt of the Wye and Severn includes 
parts of the Counties of Hereford, Glou- 
cefter, and Worcefter -f j and the Dairy 
Diftridt of. North Wiltfhire receives 
portions of the Counties of Gloucefter 
and Berkfhire within its limits, and ex- , 
tends its pradtice to the E after n margin of - 
Somerfetfhire £. •;• •• •• f : { 

Hence, it may be truly faid, to profecute 
an Agricultural Survey, by Counties, is to 
fet at naught the diftindtions of Nature, 
which it is the intention of the Surveyor to . 
examine and defcribe ; and to feparate into 
parts f he diftinguifhed pradtices, which it is 
his bufinefs to regifter entire. 

Such a mode of .procedure is not only 
an impropriety in theory, but in pradtice. 
It deftroys that simplicity of execu- 
tion and perspicuity of arrange- 
• * ■ ■ 

, B 2 MENT, 

N - *1 * ' * . 

* See Rua. Econ. of the Midland Counties. 
f See Glo. Econ. 

$ See as above. 
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me NT, -which alone can render an exten- ' 
five undertaking pleafurable to him who 
profecutes it, and profitable to the Public. 

Another practical objection, which lies 
againft furveVing by Counties, befide the 
repetitions or references it requires, is the 
unnecessary labor it incurs, and the 
superfluous volumes it rieceffarily 
gives rile to. For it is not the practice of 
every tdwnfhip or farm, which can be 
regiftefed, nor that of every hundred or 
county, which requires it. 

It is the superior Practices of dis- 
tinguishednatural Districts, in 
different arid distant parts op the 
Island : (thus feparating its more dis- 
tinct Practices), and thefe only, that 
- • • * . 

are ' neceffary to be fixed; as a firm 
basis, on which to raise future 
IMPROVEMENTS, and stilL more en- 
lightened practices. The interme- 
diate lands either partake of the manage- 
ment of thefe diftinguifhed Diftri&s, or 
are fubjedted to methods that are lefs eli- 
gible and are therefore not requifite to 
be regiftered. .j ,’. j4 , 

The 
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The Districts of the West of 
England, which require to be defcribed 
or noticed in this regifter are, 

Firji, West Devonshire, or The 
Valley of' the Tamer : including 
the Weftern Margin of Devonihire, and 
the Eaftern parts of Cornwall. 

Second, The South Hams. A conti- 
guous Diftritt, which forms the Southern 
point of Devonihire. 

Third , The Mountains of Cornwall 
and Devonihire. 

Fourth , The Diftridt of North 
Devonshire. 

Fifth , The Vale of'Exeter. 

Sixth , The Dairy District, which 
includes parts of Eaft Devonihire and Weft 
Dorfetfhire ; — and, 

Seventh, The Vale of Taunton, in 
Spmerfetihire. 



B 3 
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DISTRICT THE FIRST. 

WEST DEVONSHIRE 

I N C L U DING 

..THE EASTERN PARTS • , 

. - - ♦ . • . X \ 

O F 

.... CO RN IV ALL. • v 

Introductory View of this 
District. - > . 

B EFORE we enter into a detail of 
the feveral branches of the Rural 
Economy of the DiftriCt of Weft Devon- 
shire, &c. it will be requisite to take a 
comprehensive view of the District 
itfelf ; and to endeavour to mark its dif- 
tinguiShing characters. 

First, As a production of Nature, 
Secondly, As part of the domain of 
the realm. 

Thirdly, As the property of indivi- 
duals. - • - 

v • ..I'. B 4 $eo 



Digitized by GoogI 






8 
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SECTION THE FIRST. 

NATURAL CHARACTERISTIC^ 

o F 

WEST DEVONSHIRE, &c, 

» 

I N taking a curfory view of the Natu- 
ral History of this Diftridt, I fhall 
attend to fuch particulars, only, as have an 
immediate connection with Rural Eco- 
nomics ; conformably with the plan which 
I have hitherto found it requifite to purfue, 
Thefe particulars are, 

J. Its fituation in the Jfland. 

II. Its extent. 

III. Its elevation with refpedt to the 
fea. 

IV. The conformation of its furface. 

V. Its climature as it affedts Agricul- 
ture. 

VI. The wafers which occupy its fur- 
face. 

L VII. Its 
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VII. Its prevailing foils. 

VIII. The fubfoils moft prevalent, 

IX. The ufeful foffils found in its fub-. 
ftrata. 

X. The minerals it contains. 



I. The SITUATION of this Diftriftis 
within the South-weftern limb of the 
Ifland, which feparates the two feas— the 
Irilh and the Englifh Channels. 

Its natural boundaries are Dart- 
more, an extenlive and elevated tradt of 
mountains, on the Eaft ; Hingftone, and > 
other mountains of Cornwall, on the 
Weft ; with Plymouth Sound, and the 
eftuaries branching out of it, on the South, 
The Northern boundary is lefs evident. 
Brent Tor and the heaths around it may 
be faid to feparate this Diftrift from North 
Devonshire. 

II. The EXTENT of this fecluded 
traft of country is not inconfiderable : 

It is about twenty miles from North 
to South, and about ten miles from Eaft to 

Weft. 
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Weft. But within thefe limits fome barren 
lands are included. 

III. Its ELEVATION above the Tea is 
lefs than the eye may eftimate. The tide 
flows to its center. The vallies of courfe 
lie low ; but the hills rife abruptly ; and 
much of the cultivated lands may be 
deemed hill ; all of them upland. ' NO 
part of the Diftrift can be ftricftly called 
vale ; nor is there any extent of flajt 
meadovys, or marfhlaqds, within it ; though, 
here and there, a narrow bottom' or 
“ coombe” is obfervable : thefe meadowy 
flips, probably, having been formed by 
the waters which now ikirt them. 

IV. The SURFACE is various in 
jlie extreme : not only from the number, 
narrownefs, and depth of the larger vallies, 
whofe fides generally rife fteeply from the 
banks of the ftreams that divide them ; but 
from the hills, or wider fpaces between 
thofe vallies, being rent and broken, in the 
manner peculiar to the South-weftern ex- 
tremity of the Ifland : a ftyle of furface 
w hich takes place at the Wcftern termi- 
nation 
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nation of the chalk hills of Dorfetfhire, 
and continues to the Landsend, 

V. The- CLIMATURE of Weft 
Devonfliire is particularly marked. The 
fttuation of the Djftritft between two feas j 
its immediate expofure to the main ocean, 
in the direct paflage of the South-weft 
winds, and the elevated fummits of the 
mountains, which furround it, arrefting 
the fleets of vapours as they arrive heavy 
laden from the Atlantic, unite in ren- 
dering this portion of the Ifland liable to 
an excefs of rain ; this, to a coolnefs of 
climature, and a latenefs of feafon. 
Though fituated in the moft Southern 
climate of the Ifland, its harvefts are com- 
paratively late ; but vary in a Angular 
manner with the feafon. 

In 1791, wheat crops in general were 
green, the firft of Augujl, and hay harveft 
' was, then, barely at its height. The twenty- 
fifth of Auguft, corn harveft was in for- 
wardnefs, the weather having recently been 
dry and hot. Neverthelefs, at that time, 
much corn ftill remained green j efpecially 

pn 
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on the ikirts of the Comifh mountains, 
where wheat is not unfrequently harvefted 
after Michaelmas. In 1792, barley harveft 
did not clofe, even on the comparatively 
forward lands of Buck land Place, until 
the beginning of Odtober : the feafon 
wet. On the contrary, in 1794, a very 
dry feafon, 'Cvheat harveft commenced the 
laft week in July. 

Taking the par of years, we may fairly 
place Weft Devonihire ten days or a fort- 
night behind the Midland Diftridt, which 
lies more than two degrees of latitude — 
namely, about one hundred and fifty 
ftatute miles — farther North. A proof 
that climate and climature have not an 
immediate connection. 

VI. WATERS. This Diftridt, not- 
withstanding the fteepnefs and elevation 
of its furface, is Angularly well watered, 
Every defcription of water may be faid to 
belong to it, except the lake. 

The sea -and its estuaries fever it to 
its center. Its rivers are the 'Tamer , the 
Tavey, and the ~Plym j whofe various 

brooks. 
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brooks, rivulets, and rills, furrow the Tides 
of almoft every Hope ; frequently iffuing 
from near the fummits of the hills. 

But I have met with no inffonce of 
collected waters, among the Weftern 
mountains ; fuch as frequently occur in the 
Northern parts of the Ifland. Dofmary 
Pool, a l'mall lakelet, which lies among 
the mountains, between Bodmin and Laun- 
cefton, is the only one I have feen. 

It is among complex ranges of moun- 
tains that lakes are generally found. Thofe 
of Cornwall and Devonfhire form only 
one chain, except in the part where this 
pool occurs. ' . - . 

VII. SOILS. The species of furface 
foil is remarkably uniform, and Angular 
in its component parts. It does not clafs 
properly with any of the ordinary defcrip- 
tions of foils, namely, clay, loam, fand,: 
or gravel ; but is rather of a filty nature. 
Perhaps the principal part of the ordinary, 
foil of the Diftridt is perifhed flate-fione 
rubble ; or Hate ftone itfelf, reduced by 
the adtion of the atmofphere to its original 
flit or mud : among which, however, a 

portion 
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portion of loamy mold is mixed, in variolic 
degrees of quantity* 

Hence, though the fpecies of foil may 
be faid to be the fame, the quality varies, 
and in fome inftances* very greatly. There 
are finall plots of land, upon the upper 
branches' of .the Tavey, equal in quality 
with the bell-foiled Diftridts of the Ifland ; 
deep rich land ; grazing ground of the firil 
quality. -i: u;:;: ■ •. 

• The prevailing depths of the foils of 
the Ordinary cultivated lands of the Dif- 
tridt are, from five to ten inches* But 
they are feldom free from rocks or large. 
Hones to thefe depths i and they are gene- 
rally mixed plentifully with loofe fragments 
of fimilar rocks and Hones : of which , 
under the next head* 

- Other obfervable circumflances of the 
foils of Well Devonfhire refpeft their* 
absorbency, and their being in a manner 
free from tenacity* For, notwith-' 
Handing their fmoothnefs, and apparent 
undtuoufnefs while wet, they prefently 
'become dry and clean, after the heavieft 
rain : excepting alter a long continuance 

of 
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of winter rains, when, the fubfoil being 
furcharged, the foil, el'pecially in particular 
plots, remains perhaps,, for fome length of 
time,, in a flate of mud ; yielding to the 
foot in walking over it ; a mere quagmire ; 
horfes and cattle reaching the rocky fub- 
tlratum every flep, This evil quality, 
however, is narrowly limited, both in 
refpeCt to extent and continuance i and 
might be removed, by draining. 
r Upon the whole,, the natural properties 
of this fingular fpecjes of foil is fuch, as to 
render it highly favorable to the purpofes - 
of Hufbandry ; as being, under proper 
treatment, productive either of corn or 

grafs. / 

VIII. SUBSOIL. This is univerfally 
of a flony nature. I met with no beds of 
clay, loam, fand, or gravel ; fuch as we 
find in other DiftriCts. The prevailing 
fubftratum is a foft sl ate y rock ; which, 
in fame places, rifes to the foil ; in others 
intervenes a ftratum of rubble, or unhard- 
ened flate j which, in quality, partakes of 
the firmer and purer rock ; the relation of 
the two being analogous with that which 
v . fub * 
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fubfifts between limeflone and thfe rubble^ 
with which it is frequently covered *. 

Intermixed with the foil, and often united 
with fragments of flate rock, is found, in 
blocks and fragments of various fizes, a 
fpecies of cryftal, or quartz — provincially 
“ whittaker j” which, in colour, is 
moftly white, fometimes tinged with red* 
or ruft colour. • : ; 

Obferving, in feveral fpecimena of this 
fofiit, fome refemblance of gypfum ; and 
alfo remarking the fertilizing quality of the 
waters which filter through thefe flatey 
rocks : and moreover finding them infen- 
fible to the marine acid, ufed as a fieft; 

I was led to the idea, that they were • of a 
gypfeous nature. - — 

To endeavour to afcertainthe component 
parts of the slate rock, of which the 
hills of the cultivated parts of the Diftridt 
may be faid to be formed, I fubjedted diffe- 
rent fpecimena-f of it to an extended eourfe* 
•-./ v ’“'’of 

* T ^ : j R 

» See York Econ. Vol I. page 336. 
f • Thefe fpecimens were the ordinary building 
stone of Buck land Place, <md the covering SLAtE of 

ft'* a quarry 
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of experiments ; which I profecUted with 
greater fohcitude, as I had been informed; 
by an authority which I conceived to admit 
not of doubt, that the Weftmorland Hate 
contains a confiderable proportion of cal- 
careous earth in its cbmpbfition, and I was 
defirous to afcertain whether the flatfc of 
DevOn/hire, whofe appearances are fimilar; 
were not likewife fimilar in component 
parts. 

All that requires to be faid, in this place; 
refpe&ing thefe experiments, is, that the 
Hate rock of Weft Devonlhire appears, 
from their feveral refults; to be void of cal- 
careous earth, in a ftate of gypfuin, and that 
the proportion it contains of this earth, in 
a ftate of chalk, is very fmall. 

It may, however, be right to add here, 
that, on extending the experiments to the 
rubble* and the curystal, above- 
mentioned, they appear to have been formed 
from the fame materials with the rock 

Vol. I. G itfelf. 

a quarry in its neighbourhood. They appear to be only 
varieties of the fame fpecies of foflil ; and might, no doubt, 
be traced, by conncdted gradations, into each other. 
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itfelf. Tlie former contains the ingredients- 
of flate, in a loofe impure form ; and the 
latter, part of the hme ingredients, in a 
purer flate. 

IX. FOSSILS. Blue si ates of the 
firfl quality, for covering houfes, are raifed 
in different parts of the Diflrict. Slate 
stones, for' walling, are formed in *mofl 
parts of it. 

A lingular fpecies of freestone is 
found near the center of this Diflrjdt. It 
has formerly been diflributed over the 
Well of Devonfhire, and a great part of 
Cornwall ; having been ufed mofl efpeci- 
ally for fculptural purpofes, in the Gothic 
ornaments of churches and other buildings. 
It appears to have received its immediate 
formation from fire ; though evidently not 
the production of a volcano, in the lituation 
in which it is now found 3 being fcattered, 
at prefent, in detached rocks. It is called 
“ Rooborough flone,” from the name of 
the common paflure on which it is more 
particularly or principally found *. Moor- 

stone 

*. It is infallible to the marine acid. 
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stone or quartzose granite is plen- 
tifully found, on either fide of the Diltridt. 

X. MINERALS. Mines of tin, 
copper, and lead (containing a portion 
of silver ) are ftill worked in the Diftridfj 
whofe furface is defaced, and for ever 
rendered unprofitable, for the purpofes of 
agriculture and cultivation, by thefe into- 
lerable pefts. The ftannary laws, if any 
fuch laws can really be faid to exift, ought 
to be forthwith abrogated, and fome rational 
regulations be ftruck out ; — fuch as men of 
common fenfe may underftand, and under 
which induftry may be protected, from the 
rapine of adventurers j who, not unfre- 
quently, do irreparable injury, without 
obtaining any counter advantage to them- 
felves or the community : throwing away 
that attention and labor, which, if bellowed 
On the foil, might remain an everlafting 
benefit. 
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SECTION THE SECOND. 

THE \ 

* PRESENT STATE OF THE DISTRICT 

I 

AS A PART OF 

THE NATIONAL DOMAIN. 

i • 

I N viewing what may be termed the 
political Economy of this Diftridt, 
it may be proper to confine ourfelves to 
the following branches of that fubjedt. 

I. The political Divifions of the 
Diftridh 

II. The prefent ffate of Society within 
it. 

III. The public works it pofTefTes. 

IV. Its prefent produdtions, as they 
may be viewed in a political 
light. 

V. The charadteriflic features, or the 
prefent appearance of the face of the 
country, viewed as a paffage or part of 
die demefne lands of the Empire. 

I. POLI- 
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I. POLITICAL DIVISIONS. The 
County of Devon ranks among the 
larged of the Englidi Counties. 

In regulating the Militia, it is divided 
into three Districts ; namely Norths 
Eajl, and South Devon ; this W edern part 
being included in the lad. 

The fubdivifions are termednuNDREDS ; 
fpme of which, I underdand, have, or 
lately had, their Courts ; — held principally, 
Tbelieve, for the recovery of debts under' 
forty fhillings. 

H u n d r e d Cou r t s, or Courts peculiar to 
the fubdivilions of Counties, were formerly 
prevalent j and might not a revival of thefe 
antient inqueds, with regulations adapted 
to the prefent times, be rendered fervice- 
able, in matters of embankment, common 

drains, extenfive inclolures, roads, and 

\ . 

public nuifances, not peculiar to any parti- 
cular manor. 

The manors of the Didridb are many of 
them fiptall ; frequently, more than one 
being included in the fame towndiip. The 
Courts are regularly held, and well at- 
tended i the rents of the lands appropriate 
C 3. • tQ 
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to the manor being ufually paid at the 
Courts. 

'It mud not be omitted to be mentioned 
here, that, by the cuftom of this country, 
the inqueds of manors have cognizance of 
the weight of bread, within their refpedlive 
precindts : an admirable cudomi which 
might well be extended. 

• The revival of Manor Courts, through-* 
out the kingdom, (or the edablifhment of 
other rudic tribunals of a fimilar nature,) 
could not fail of producing the happied 
effedts. . They are the mod: natural 
guardians of the rights of villagers, and the 
mod prompt and efficient police op 
COUNTRY PARISHES, 

I have formerly fuggeded the benefits 
which would probably arife from manorial 
inqueds *, and the more my obfervations 
are extended, the more I am convinced of 
the numerous advantages which would 
arife from them. 

The townships are modly large, 
JVIany of them have formerly been mo- 
nadic, 

* See York. E$on. Vol.I. p. 38, 
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naftic. A fufficient evidence, this, of the 
amenity and natural fertility of the Didrid. 

II. The STATE OF SOCIETY. 
The particulars to be noticed, under this 
head, are 

1 . The towns of the Diftrid:, 

2. Its villages and hamlets, x 

3. Its inhabitants. 

4. Their habitations. 

5. Their ordinary food, 

6. The fuel mod ufed. 

7. The employments of working 

people. 

8. Provident Societies. 

1. The chief town of the Diftrid is 
Plymouth { which, with the new town ad- 
joining to the dock yard, and familiarly 
called Dock, together with the village of 
Stone houfe , which now nearly unites the 
new and the old towns, may be faid to 
form, at once, the port and the market 
of the Diftrid. 

j tavijlock, however, in point of fituation, 
and heretofore, perhaps, in that of ref. 

C 4 pedability. 
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pc&ability, might rank high among the 
market towns of the kingdom. It is fitu- 
ated in the Northern quarter of the Dif- 
tridt, among its richeft lands (though hcl'et 
with wild mountain fcenery), and was 
formerly famous for its monaftery. At 
prefent, though meanly, built, it is a tole- . 
rable market town ; and is the only, inland 
^own, in the Diflridt, now immediately 
under furvey. 

2. The villages of Well Devpnfhire 
are few and.fmall ; farm houfes, and many 
cottages, being happily fcattered oyer the; 
areas of the townfhips. Neverthelefs, 
near mpd of the churches, groups of 
houfes occur ; with here and there, a 
HAMLET, 

Within one of its townfhips, are found 
the remains of a borough — Beer-Aljlon: 
in which, however, not a fingle voter, at 
prefent, refides. 

3. Inhabitants. Thofe of Plymouth 
and its environs are not pbjedts of this 
furvey. They have been drawn together, 
by war and commerce, from various quar- 
ters. 

The. 
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The natives of Devonshire are moflly 
of good peffon ; tail, flraight, and well 
featured. Many of the women are of 
elegant figure, _ 

In the habitudes and manners of the 
middle clafs, we find little which marks 
the inhabitants of this Wcflern extremity 
of the Ifland, from thofe of the more 
central parts of it; except fuch provincial 
diflinguifhments as are obfervable in almofi: 
every Diftridt ; and except what arifes from, 
an over-rated eftimate of themfelves. 

This endemial habitude, which' is not 
obvious to ■ Strangers only, but which the - 
Gentlemen of the country, who mix with 
the world, are the fir ft to remark, may 
perhaps be accounted for, without bring- 
ing any violent charge of perfonal vanity, 
or want of natural fagacity, againft the 
prefent inhabitants. 

The coaitof the Englifh Channel, efpeci- 
ally its more Weftern part, was, in much 
probability, the firft part of the Ifland which 
was reforted to by civilized Foreigners; 
knd its inhabitants, of courfe, took the lead 
in the early ftages of civilization in Eng- 
land ; 
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land ; and were far advanced, perhaps, in 
urbanity and ufeful knowledge, while the 
inhabitants of the more central and Nor- 
thern Diftridts remained in a ftate of bar- 
barity and ignorance. Hence, in thofe 
days, they not only felt, but really pof- 
feffed, a well grounded fuperiority. 

But, through a feries of fubfequent cir- 
cumftances, which it would not be dif- 
ficult to trace, the inhabitants of the body 
of the Ifland have long fince gained the 
lead, in what relates to the ufeful arts, and 
modern improvements : a fadt of which the 
mere Provincialifts of this extremity of it 
do not appear to be yet fufficiently ap- 
prized j or, fomewhat unfortunately for 
their country, cannot yet allow themfelves 
to acknowledge. 

I endeavour to place this circumftance, 
in what appears to me its juft light, the 
rather, as it has tended, more than any 
other, perhaps, to prevent the country 
from profiting by modern difcoveries.- 

Indeed, of late years, the spirit of 
improvement has not flumbered more 
^ompofedly, in the Highlands of Scotland, 

than 
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than it has in this part of England : and 
with refpedt to civilization and moral con~ 
dudt, among the lower clafles of fociety, 
the Highlanders are very far fuperior to the 
Miners and Mountaineers of Cornwall and 
Devonfhire. A fpirit of riot and outrage 
jnay be faid to diftinguifh them from the 
Other inhabitants of the Ifland. 

4. The habitations of the Diftridt, ^ 
immediately under notice, are fuperior to 
thofe of mod; other parts of the Ifland j 
owing chiefly, perhaps, to the materials 
of building being plentiful and good. 
Stone is almoft everywhere abundant ; and 
Jlates of the firfl: quality for covering are 
procurable at a fmall expence ; and lime 
for cement is alfo a cheap article. Even 
the cottages are moftly comfortable, and 
fometimes neat. The farm buildings are 
generally fubftantial and commodious, 
compared with thofe of many Diftridts, for 
farms of fimilar fize. 

‘ 5. The food of working people is 
fomewhat below -par. Barley bread , 
Jkim-milk cbeefe , and potatoes , are principal 
articles qf food, among laborers and fmall 

. working 
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working farmers. Formerly, barley bread 
was prevalent at the tables of the middle 
dalles of fociety. The beverage is chiefly 
cider ■, or, during a fcarcity of this, beer : 
the liquors are 4 bale kind of fpirit drawn 
from the le^s of cider, and fmuggled French 
brandy, 

6. The fuel of farmers and cottagers, 
in the inclofed country, is invariably •wood : 
on the fkirts of the mountains, peat, or 
turj\ is in ufe, Lime is burnt chiefly or 
wholly with Welch culm, and Plymouth 
has a fupply of Newcaflle cofs^ 

7. The employments of the Diftri^f 
are chiefly thofe of hujbandry , The little 
mining 'which has lately been done, has been 
carried on chiefly, I believe, with miners 
from the Welle rn parts of Cornwall. At 
Taviftock, is a Serge manufadlory, but not, 
I believe, of any great extent, and the 
f pinning ofworjled employs, of courfe, fome 
of the female villagers in its neighbour 
hood. Much wpriled yarn, however, is 
lent out of Cornwall, to be woven in 
Devonshire; where women are employed in 
the weaving of ferges. 
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8. Provident Societies, or Box 
Clubs. Thefc valuable inftitutions were 
introduced into thi§ Diftrid:, about thirty 
years ago. In Taviftock and its neigh- 
bourhood, there is one or more, I under- 
ftand, for Jingle women (moilly ferge weav- 
ers) ; and forne of the Men Clubs, I am 
told, make a provifion for widows. 

The encouragement of thefe Clubs is a 
National objed: of the firft magnitude. 
Not more with a view to leffen the prefent 
heavy burdens of the poor, than to inftil, 
into the lower dalles of fociety,, a prin- 
ciple of frugality, and a lenfe of focial 
duties, which thefe Meetings, under fuitable 
regulations, cannot fail of producing. 

III. PUBLIC WORKS. The natural 
abruptnefs of the country renders public 
embankments, and drains, unnecef- 
fary ; and inland navigations diffi- 
cult. So far as the tide carries up the 
veffels, fo far navigation goes ; but no far- 
ther, at prefent. Neverthelefs, a navi- 
gable communication between the two feas 
is moft defirable j as will be (hewn in the 
courfe of thefe Volumes. 

The 
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The “ Leat,” or made brook# 
which fupplies Plymouth with water, is 
one of the moft ufeful and firiking works 
of the Difir idl. -An account of it will ap- 
pear in the M i n u t es . 

Public corn mills are ufually fup- 
plied with water, by means of limilar leats. 

Thefe molt anticnt of public works flill 
remain, here, in their prifline date. The 
poor take their own corn to the mill, and 
there drefs it, themfelves ; thd miller find- 
ing them drefling fieves ; and the farmed 
of whom it is purchafed, a horfe, to take it 
and the female who dreffes it, to the mill. 
Cufloms which mark very flrongly the 
fimplicity of manners, that flill prevails, in 
this remote part of the Ifland. 

“ Passages,” or public ferries, 
acrofs the efluaries, are numerous. 

The bridge's are few, -and, in general, 
mean. , 

The roads of Weft Ddvonfhire are# at 
prefent, mofl remarkable for their fleep- 
nefs. Lefs than half a century ago, they 
were mere gullies, worn by torrents in the 
rocks ; which appeared in fleps, as flair- 

cafes. 
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cafes, with fragments lying loofe in the 
indentures. Speaking with little if any 
latitude, there was not, then, a wheel- 
carriage in the Diftridt ; nor, fortunately 
for the necks of travellers, any horfes but 
thofe which were natives of the country. 

At length, however, good turnpike roads 
are formed, between town and town, 
throughout this quarter of the Iiland and 
moft of the villages have .carriage roads 
opened to them ; though many of thefe 
by roads, as yet, are narrow, and abound 
with fteeps. In Devonlhire, as in other 
mountainous countries, the firft inhabitants 
eroded the hills, on foot, in ftraight forward 
paths. When horfes came into ufe, the 
fame tracks were purfued ; and fome of 
them have been continued, in ufe, to the 
prefen t time. 

Inc^osures. This Diftridt has no 

traces of common fields. The cultivated 

/ 

lands are all inclofed ; moftly in well fized 
inclofures; generally large in proportion to 
the fizes of farms. 

i 

They have every appearance of having 
been formed from a ftate of common paf- 

ture ; 
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ture ; in which hate, fome confide rabid 
part of the Dihricf hill remains ; and what 
is obfervable, the better parts of thofe open 
commons have evidently heretofore been 
in a hate of aration ; lying in obvious 
ridges and furrows ; with generally the 
remains of hedgebanks, corrcl'ponding with 
the ridges; and with faint traces of build- 
ings. 

From thefe circumflances, it is under- 
ftood, by fome men of cblervation, that 
thefe lands have formerly been in a Hate of 
permanent iilclcfure, and liave been thrown 
up again, to a hate of commonage, through 
a decreafe in the population of the country. 

But from oblervations, made in different 
parts of Devonflnre, thefe appearances* 
which are common, perhaps, to every part 
of the county, would rather feem to have 
arifen out of a cu horn, 'peculiar perhaps to 
this part of the Ifland, and which hill re-* 
mains in ufe, of lords of manors having the 
privilege of letting portions of the common 
lands, lying within their refpedlive pre- 
cinfts, to tenants, for the purpofe of taking 
one or more crops of corn, anfl then fuf- 

fering 
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fering the land to revert to a ftate of grafs 
and commonage. 

In the infancy of fociety, and while the 
country remained in the forefl: ftate, this 
was a moft rational and eligible way of pro- 
ceeding. The rough fides of the dells 
and dingles, with which it abounds, were 
moft fit for the production of wood ; the 
flatter better parts of the furface of the 
country were required for corn and paf- 
turage ; and hoW could a more ready way 
of procuring both have been fallen upon, 
than that of* giving due portions of it to the 
jnduftrious part of the inhabitants, to clear 
away the wood, and adjuft the furface j 
and, after having reaped a few crops of 
corn, to pay the expence of cultivation, to 
throw it up to grafs, before it had been too 
much exhaufted to prevent its becoming, 
in a few years, profitable fward? In this 
manner, the country would be fupplied 
progreflively, as population increafed, with 
corn and pafturage, and the forefts be con- 
verted, by degrees, into common paftures, 
or hams. ~ ' 

Vol.I. The 
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The wild or unreclaimed lands being at 
length gone over in this way, fome other 
fource of arable crops would be requifite. 
Indeed, before this could take place, the 
pafture grounds would be difproportionate 
to the corn lands : and out of thefe cir-. ' 
cumftances, it is highly probable, rpfe the 
prefent inclosures, 

IV. PRESENT PRODUCTIONS. 

In regiftering the prefent produce of the 
DiftriCt, we will obferve the fame order, 
in which its natural characters w r efe re-, 
viewed j and enumerate, 

1 . The products of its waters, 

2. The produce of its foils. 

3. The productions of its ftibftrata, 

1. Of its waters, The fea, which 

wafhes the Southern Ikirts of the DiftriCt, 
is Angularly productive. The market of 
Plymouth has long, I believe, been ef- 
teemed the firft in the Ifland, for the 
abundance, variety, and excellency of its 
sea fish. Of late years, however, this 

market 
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market has been the worfe fupplied, as 
the prime fifh, caught by the fifliermen 
in its vicinity, have been contracted for, 
by dealers, for that of Bath. And fome 
lhare of the finny treafure, which thefe 
fliores produce, is fent, I underftand, to the 
London market. 

In a political view, however, the Pil- 
chard fishery of Cornwall is the mofl 
worthy of attention. In fome leafons, 
the quantities that are faid to be caught are 
almofl incredible ; employing many veffels 
and men in taking and curing them ; and 
affording an article of foreign traffic, of no 
mean confi deration. 

The produce of the rivers of the Diflriil 
is chiefly Salmon : which refort to them, 
in great abundance ; though not in luch ' 
numbers, as they do to fome of the rivers, 
in the Northern parts of the Ifland. 

There is a remarkable circumftance 
regularly takes place, with relpedt to the 
time at which Salmon enter the two rivers 
— the Tamer and the Tavey. They 
ufually begin to go up the latter, in the 
month of February ; but are not found in 
D 2 the 
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the former, until fome two months or 
more afterward ; and this notwithftanding 
the diftance of their junction from the 
fea i and notwithftanding the Tamer is the 
larger river. • 

The natural hiftqry, and habits, of this 
moft valuable of river fifh, is a fubjedt of 
.enquiry, not unworthy of public attention. 
Befide throwing into the market a confi- 
derable fupply of human food, this fppqies 
of produce brings in an income to indivi- 
duals of many thoufand pounds a year : 
public and private advantages, which 
might, in much probability, be doubled> 
by judicious regulations and laws, refpe<ft> 
ing the prefervation and encouragement 
of this fource of national produce ■, which 
Occupies no part of the lands, nor confumes 
any part pf the. produce of the foil j fur- 
nifties a confiderable increafe of nutriment, 
•svithout incurring any counter diminution ; 
and is obtained at little expence of labor 
pr attention. 

It is a practice, in every Diftrift of the 
Ifland, perhaps, for the diflolute part of 
thofe who live near the fources of rivers, 

. ' to 
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to take Salmon in the aft of fpawning; a 
criitie for which fcarcely any punifhment 
can be too fevere. In deftroying one, at 
this junfture of time, the exiftence of 
hundreds, perhaps thoulands, may be pre- 
vented. 

Some particulars, relating to this article 
of produce, will appear in the following 
Minutes. 

2. The prefent produce of the soil is 
in a confiderable proportion, wood j which 
fills the dells and narrow vallies ; and 
hangs on the rugged fides of more infu- 
lated hills j and which grows in great 
abundance, upon the extraordinary fence 
mounds, which will be hereafter defcribed. 

The rough open pafture grounds bear 
little wood, dlriftly fpeaking. But the ' 
Dwarf Furze *, and the Heaths, 

D 3 occupy 

* The Dwarf Trailing Furze. This plant is 
common to the more Weftern and Southern Counties. 

Its appearances and habits are fo perfectly different from 
thofe of the ordinary fpecies of Furze, and it preferves 
thofe diftinguifhing characters fo perfectly pure and per- 
manent, when intermixed as it frequently is with the tall 
upright fpecies, that they may well be confidered as dif- 
tinSt plants. 
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occupy no finall portion of their furfaCes. 

Of the inclofed lands, in a ftate of Agri- 
culture, a large proportion is grass — 
perhaps two thirds of the whole. The 
reft is occupied by arable crops, and 

ORCHARD GROUNDS. 

The ANIMAL productions of the 
Diftridt are the ordinary domeftic animals 
of the reft of the kingdom. 

Viewing thefe feveral produdtions of the 
foils of this Diftridt, in a political light, 
we find them to exceed its consumption ; 
and to afford fome fupply to the national 
demands. A confiderable portion of the 
wood goes to the fupply of the King’s 
ftiips, brewery, and bakehoufes, at Ply- 
mouth. Much barley is, I underftand, 
fome years, fent out of the Diftridt ; and 
numbers of cattle, every year, travel Eaft- 
ward, on their way to the markets of the 
metropolis ; by the route which will here- 
after be defcribed ; and, of iheep, fome 
few may be drawn towards the fame center. 
Befide, it is obfervable, that, of the Iheep, 
fwine, poultry, and a variety of vegetable, 
produdticns which find a market within 
• the 
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the Diftrid, much goes to the fupply of 
the dock yards and fhips of war. We 
mull not, however, omit to remark, at the 
fame time, that the population of the Dif* 
trid itfelf is much below par. The inha- 
bitants, which it at preferit contains, are 
chiefly employed in railing the productions 
of which we have here fpoken. 

3. The produds of the substrata 
have been enumerated ; as stones, 
SLATES, TIN, LEAD, SILVER, COPPER. 
Yet, notwithftanding the natural treafures 
with which the Diftrid has abounded*, 
and which has been drawn from its 
bowels, during a fucceflion of ages, we do 
not find it either richer or happier, than 
other Diftrids of the Ifland, to which 
Nature has been lefs bountiful of fubter- 
D 4 . ranean 

* Formerly, this Diflricft was the principal fcene of 

' 

mining : but, of later years, little had been done ; until 
very lately ; when the advanced price of tin induced the 
adventurous to re-open fome of the old mines, and to try 
their luck in new ones : to the annoyance of the country; 
and with little profit to themfelves. 

The Mines, which are worked at prefent, are chiefly 
in the Weftern parts of Cornwall. 
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ranean wealth. On the contrary, we here 
find civilization, and the arts, in the rear. 

This, perhaps, is a natural and inevitable; 
confequence of mining •, which not only 
immerfes the lower clafs in the moft abjedt 
employment, and buries them in the depths 
of ignorance ; but, by exciting a fpirit of 
adventure and fpeculation in the middle and 
upper clafies, draws off their attention from 
the more regular and certain advantages, 
which accrue from agriculture, manufac- 
ture, and the other ufeful arts of life. 

Viewing the fubject in this light, it ap- 
pears to be found policy in the Chinese 
Government, to fupprefs mining, and 
to diredl the induftry of its myriads of 
fubjedts to THE CULTURE OF THE 
SOIL, AND THE MANUFACTURE 
OF ITS PRODUCE. 

V. THE FACE OF THE COUNTRY. 

V 

The infinite variety of furface which tin's 
Diflridt affords, the irregularly winding 
efluaries, and the rapid torrents, by which it 
is interfered, and the wild coppices that 
hang on the fides of its hills, down perhaps 
to the immediate margins of the rivers and 

efluaries. 
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eftuaries, exhibit fcenery the moft romantic? 
and pidturefque. But the views generally 
want lawn to give them foftnefs and 
beauty. When the meadows of Buck- 
land, and the meek grounds of Mariftow, 
blend their lawny furfcces with the wood 
and water, fcenes the moil delightful are' 
formed. 

The broader views that frequently pie- 
fent themfelves are not lefs intereiling, 
The grandeur of the diilant mountains of 
Dartmore and Cornwall would give effect 
to lefs pitfturable foregrounds. Plymouth 
Sound, partially hid by Mountedgecumbe 
(a prominent and flriking feature feen 
from every knoll), form another charming 
diilance. A globular hillock, feated on 
the Eallern banks of the eiluary of the 
Tamer, below the church of St. Budix, 
commands a circle of views, equal in rich- 
nefs and variety of vifual efteft, to any 
other this Ifland pofiefles.. To the Eail, 
the church of St. Budix, with the fweetly 
wooded fcenery of T amerton F oliot, backed 
by thefavage “ Tors” of Dartmore. To the 
Weft, the eftuary of St. Germains, lying as 

a lake. 
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a lake, among the cultivated riling grounds 
of Cornwall. To the North, the eftuaries 
of the Tamer and the Tavey, terminated 
with bold broken woody heights, and 
backed by the Cornifh mountains. To 
the South, the lower part of the fame 
efluary, including Hamoze, with the fhips 
of war in ordinary ; the church of Ply- 
mouth and the prominent, features around 
it; the Sound, with fhips under fail, 
fkreened on the left with the cultivated 
hills of South Devonfhire, on the right by 
Mountedgecumbe. A more interefting 
fubjeft for a Panorama painting could not 
well he conceived. 

-r* 1 i -v . 
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SECTION THE THIRD. 

THE 

* 

PRESENT STATE OF THE DISTRICT 

A S 

PRIVATE PROPERTY. 

T HE species of property attached to 
land feparates, in this as in other 
Diftri&s, into two orders : namely, 

I. Poffeffory property in the land itfelf. 
II. Abftradt rights arifing out of it. 



• I. POSSESSORY RIGHT, or LAND- 
ED PROPERTY, puts on an appearance, 
here, very different from that which it 
wears in other parts of the kingdom. The 
feelimple is principally in the poffeffion of 
men of large property. But inftead of 
letting out their lands to tenants, at an 
annual rent equivalent to their value, they 
> are 
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. are fold, in final] parcels or farms, generally 
for three lives named by the. purchafer, 
or ninetynine years,- provided any one of 
the parties, named, furvives that period : 
referving, however, a fmall annual rent, 
together with a heriot or other forfeiture, 
on the death of each nominee, fimilar to 
thole attached to the copyhold tenure; 
which this fpecies of tenancy, or tenure, 
■very much refembles : if being ufutil to put 
in frelh lives, as the preceding ones drop 
off ; receiving a fine or adequate purchafe, 
for the addition of a frelh life, or lives. 

This Hate of landed property, which is 
cotnrnon to the West of England, 
forms one of the many {hiking features, 
which Rural Economy at prefent .exhibits, 
in this part of the Illapd. 

The advantages of this fiate of landed 
property are few ; its dil'advantages many. 
It is a fatisfadtion to the purchafer to know, 
that, during his own life, and perhaps du- 
ring that of his fon, the land whofe tempo- 
rary pofiefiion he has thus purchafed will 
remain in. his family; and theory fuggefts 
that, with fuch a hold, the improvement 

and 
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and enriching of his own ejicite — for as fuch 
it is ever efimated — muft of courfe be- 
come the great object of his life. But 
unfortunately for himfelf and his family, 
as well as, for the community, he has laid 
out his whole on the purchafe, and has not 
a fhilling left for improvements : nay, has 
perhaps borrowed part of the purchafe 
money j and has thus entailed on himfelf 
and his family lives of poverty and hard 
labor. Whereas, had he .expended the 
fame money, in' Aocking and improving a 
rented fum? he might have enriched his 
family, and have thrown into the markets 
a much greater proportionate quantity of 
produce. Befde, the pofi'efiion depends, 
perhaps. On his own life, and he lias a wife 
and a young family of children. He dies, 
and of courfe leaves them definite : while, 
to add to their misfortunes, the bailiff of 
the manor, in the hour of their diftrefs, 
deprives them, perhaps, o,f the beft part of 
the pittance he has left them. 

Another evil tendency of life leafes is 
that of exciting a fpirit of fpeculation and 
gambling, and of alienating the minds of 

men, 
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men from the plain and more certain path 
of induflry. Purchafing a life leafe is 
putting in a flake at a game of chance. 
An inflance fell within my own know- 
ledge, in which two fets of lives have 
ceafed, and of courfe the eflate has been 
twice fold, while a woman who was ex- 

. • i# 9i 

eluded, through a mere circumjiance , from 
being one of the nominees in the firfl pur- 
chafe, is flill living. And, on the other , 
hand, there is a well known inflance, in 
which the leffee, at the expiration of the 
term of ninetynine years, tendered his 
leafe, in perfon, to the defeendant of him, 
from whom his anceflor had received it. 

To the proprietor of an ellate, this is, 
in many refpedts, a difagreeable fpecies of 
tenancy. His income, as has been fhewn, 
is exceedingly uncertain ; and, what to a 
man of fentiment is worfe, it literally arifes <’ 
out of the deaths and diflreffes of the inha~> 
bitants of his eflate : befide the unplea- 
fant and unprofitable circumflance of hav- 
ing his lands in everlafling bondage. Let 
them lie aukwardly for the tenants, or 
intermixed with the lands of others, or in 

farms 
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farms of improper fizes, he has no oppor- 
tunity of adjufting or altering them. He 
can have no hope of two or three adjoining 
tenants dying at the fame time. Nothing 
Jefs than the plague, pedilence, or famine, 
can a dill: him in a meafure fo falutary, 
both for himfelf and the community. 

Thefe difagreeable circumdances have 
induced feveral men of property, to differ 
the life leafes of their edates to drop in ; 
and, afterwards, to let their lands for an 
annual rent, agreeably to the practice of 
the red of the kingdom. 

This defirable - change, however, can 
only be effected by men whofe incomes 
are not wholly dependant on this fpecies 
of property. Neverthelefs, any man who 
is poffeffed of fuch property, and is not in ' 
didreffed circumdances, may releafe the 
fmaller farms from this unprofitable and 
impolitic date ; and, in the courfe of two 
or three generations, the whole might be 
fet at liberty, without fenfible inconve-* 
nience to the proprietors. 

It is obfervable, however, that there is 

fome- 
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fometimes an inconveniency arifes to a 
proprietor of life leafes, in fuffering his 
farms to drop into hand ; efpecially when 
the laft life happens to linger. In this cafe, 
the land is exhaufted, and the premifes 
(tripped : . for the property changes with 
the laft breath of the dying nominee. 

But, fortunately for both parties, there 
is an efteiftual mode of preventing this evil 3 
namely, by granting the leflee, or his repre- 
fentative, a reftritftive leafe, for a term of 
three or more years, to commence on the 
death of the laft nominee a liberal and 
wife regulation, which fome few men 
make, and which common prudence re- 
quires, The interefts of the landlord, 
the tenant, and the puhlic, are thereby 
jointly benefited, 

II. ABSTRACT RIGHTS, Of the 
numerous claims to which the lands of this 
realm are liable, three only will be noticed, 
here : namely, 

1 . Manorial rights. 

2. Tithes. 

2. Poor’s rate. 

1. Mai 
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1. Manorial right*. There are 
two fpecies of property attached to the 
manors of this Diflrid, which belong not 
to Englifh manors in general. Thefe are 
mines and fitheries. 

The profit arifing from mines is 
either a fum certain, paid by the miner to 
the lord of the foil, for fuffering him to 
break, encumber, and for ever deftroy it ; 
or fome certain proportion of the mineral 
produced) as every fifth, tenth, or twen- 
tieth “ difh.” 

Of the Salmon fishery of the Dif- 
trid, fome accounts will appear in the 
Minutes. 

2. Tithes. It is, I believe, the uni- 
verfal pradice, in the Diflrid under fur- 
vey, for the Redor, whether lay or cle- 
rical, to fend valuers over his parifh pre- 
fently before harveft, to eflimate die value 
of his tithes. If the owner of the crop 
approves of the valuation, he reaps the 
whole of it : if not, the Redor gathers his 
tithe in kind : a, rircumftance, however, 
which, I underftand, feldom takes place. 

This mode of fettle tnent is certainly 

Vol. I. E more 
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more eligible, for all parties, with refpeCt 
to the exifling crop, than that of collecting 
tithes in kind. But, with refpeCt to the 
difeouragement of improvements in Agri- 
culture, they are precifely equivalent. 

3. Boor’s rate. It is worthy of 
remark, that, notwithftanding the wages of 
the country are low, as will hereafter ap- 
pear, the parifh rates are moderate. In 
Buckland, and the contiguous parifhes, the 
poor’s rate, on a par, is not more than two 
fhillings in the pound, rack rent. 

This faCt, perhaps, may be the belt 
accounted for, in the circumftance of the 
wool, which the country produces, being 
manufactured within it : not, however, in 
public manufactories, by the diffolute of 
every age and fex, drawn together from all 
quarters, as if for the purpofe of promoting 
diflolutenefs, debility, and wretchednefs : 
but in private families ; by men, women, 
and children, who, by this employment, 
are kept at their own houfes, are enured to 
habits of induftry, are enabled to fupport 
themfelves, at all feafons, and are always 
at hand, to afiift in the works of huf* 

bandry. 
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bandry, whenever the production, or the 
prefervation, of the necefiaries of life re- 
quires their affiftance. 

Manufactures carried on, in this rational 
manner, are highly beneficial to a country : 
while thofe which are profecuted by de- 
tached bodies of people, in towns, or 
populous manufactories, may be confidered 
as one of the greateft evils any country can 
be afflicted with. . , 

Many fubftantial reafons might be ad- 
duced to fhew, that AGRICULTURE 
AND MANUFACTURE SHOULD 
GO HAND IN HAND. 



E 2 THE 
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Rural economy 

O F f 

WEST DEVONSHIRE; 

AND THE 

\ 

EASTERN PARTS OF CORNWALL. 

t 

R ural economics comprife 

three fubjedts, diftindt in their more 
eflential parts, but clofely connedfced in 
their ramifications, which blend, in fuch a 
manner,' as to unite the wfiole in one con*- 
nedted fubjedt, and form the moft ufeful 
branch of human knowledge. ' 

The human species receive their fub- 
fiftence from the foil, — are, in reality, 
thelnfelves a produce of it. In the more 
advanced Rates of population, their exift- 
ence may be faid to reft on the right appli- 
cation and management of the lands, they 
colledtively hold in poflefiion. 

E 3 Landed 
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Landed possessions, iri a ftate of ac- 
cumulation, become too extenfive to be 
profitably occupied by individual pof- 
fefTorg j who, therefore, parcel out their 
refpedtive lands, among a plurality of oc- 
cupiers, to whom a fpecies of temporary 
poffeffion is given, and they, in return, 
give a fuitable confideration for fuch tem- 
” porary occupancy. 

But before a landed estate can be 
difpofed of, in this manner, with due pro- 
priety, it is neceflary to aflign the lands it 
contains to their proper ufes : as to fepa- 
rate thofe which produce, and are fit fof 
producing wood, from thofe which are 
adapted to the purpofes of Agriculture j 
and, this done, to feparate the latter into 
fuitable parcels, or farms j agreeably to 
their refpedtive foils and fituations. The 
forms thus laid out require buildings, fences, 
roads, &a. &c. fuitably adapted to each. 
Thefe arrangements and operations, added 
to the appreciation of the feveral parcels, 
the choice of proper perfons to occupy 
them, the regulations and reftridtions 
neceflary to be underftood by the parties, 

together 
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together with the unremitting care and 
fuperintendance, which an extenfive eftate 
and its occupiers require, form a feparate 
and very important- branch of Rural 
Management. 

Again, — Woodlands, which were 
formerly committed to the care of farm 
occupiers, who reaped the undergrowth, 
as a produce of their holds, the timber 
being referyed for the owners of the lands, 
are now generally, and very properly, de- 
tached from tenanted lands, and placed 
under the care and fuperintendance of 
woodwards, a&ing as afliftants to the 
managers of eftates ; the whole produce, 
whether of timber or undergrowth, being 
reaped by the proprietor of the foil. 

ThisMANAGEMENTofGROWN dfooDS, 
is in itfelf an employment of fome 
conlideration, and, when united with the 
propagation of woodlands, whether by 
PLANTING or by SEMINAL CULTIVA- 
TION, forms the fecond fubjeft of Rural 
Economy. 

The laft is Agriculture j or the 
cultivation of farm lands ; whether in the 
E 4 occu- 
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occupation of proprietors, or their tenants : 
a fubjedt, which, viewed in all its bran- 
ches, and to their fulled: extent, is not 
only the mod important, and the mod 
difficult, in Rural Economics, but in the 
circle of human Arts and Sciences. 

From this analyds it appears, that 
Rural Economy comprizes three fepa- 
rable fubjedts ; namely, 

Fird, Tenanted edates, and their ma- 
nagement. 

Second, The produdtion and manage- 
ment of woodlands. 

Third, Agriculture, or the management 
of farm lands. 

Neverthelefs, viewed in the fynthefis, 
they form a didindt branch of knowledge, 
with ^hich it is incumbent on every man 
whofe fortune is veded injtanded property, 
to be familiarly converfant. 



DIVISION 
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DIVISION THE FIRST. 

LANDED ESTATES, 

AND THEIR. 

MANAGEMENT, 

I N 

WEST DEVONSHIRE, &c. 

I. 

ESTATES. 

T HE species of landed property, 
that prevails in this Diftridt, has 
been npticed. 

The sizes of estates are various. 
There are a few of co/ifiderable extent. 

The proprietors are the Duke of 
Bedford, who has a large eftate lying 
round Taviftock j the Earl of Mount- 
ed gecum be has now a conliderable pro- 
perty, on both fides of the Tamer. The 

Drake 
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Drake Estate, now Lord Heath- 
field’s, is extenfive. Mr. Heywood 
has a good property in the DiftriCt. Mr. 
Ratcliffe, Mr. Elford, and other 
(mailer proprietors, are in poffeflion, or 
have the fuperiority, of the remainder. 



2 , 

THE MANAGEMENT OF LANDED 
ESTATES. 

IN a Diftridl where landed property is 
clogged with fo cumbrous a burden as that 
of life leafes, a general fuperiority of ma- 
nagement cannot with reafon be expected : 
neverthelefs, it will be proper to examine 
the prefent practice of the Diftridt ; which 
is not wholly under that encumbrance ; 
befide, it is often as ferviceable to the 
practitioner, to expofe defeCts, as it is to 
point out excellencies of practice. 

The divisions of this fubjedt, -which 
require to be examined, on the prefent 
pccafion, are, 

, L Lay- 
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I. Laying out eftates into woodlands 
and farm lands. 

II. Laying out farm lands into diftindt 
tenements or farms. 

III. Farm buildings, &c. 

IV. Fences. 

V. Difpolal of farms. 

VI. Forms of leafes. 

VII. Rental value of land. 

VIII. Time of entry and removal. 

IX. Manor Courts, and the receipt of 
rents. 

I. LAYING OUT ESTATES. In 
the diftribution of lands to their proper 
ufes, as into woodlands and farms, 
little perhaps has been done, fmce the ori- 
ginal laying out of townships, in the 
manner already fuggefted. The Jdeep 
fldes of the hills have been fufl'ered to re- 
main in wood, the flatter, and more eafily 
culturable parts, being converted tothepur- 
pofes of hufbandry. This, however, is 
not, at prefent, invariably the cafe the, 
tops, as well as the fides, of Come of the 

fwells. 
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fwells, are flill occupied by wood ; and 
though it may frequently happen that, 
where this is the cafe, the land is equally as 
well adapted to that fpecies of produce, as 
to cultivation ; yet this is not always the 
cafe : and fomething, though not much, 
perhaps, flill remains to be done in this 
department of management. 

- II. LAYING OUT FARMLANDS. 
In the diflribution of culturable lands, into 
diflind holdings, the Diflrid under view 
may claim fome merit. The farms, though 
of different fizes, are many of them fmall ; 
perhaps too many of them are of this de- 
fcription ; but, in general, they lie well 
about the home flail ; or rather, we fhould 
fay, the homefleads have been judicioufly 
placed within the areas of the lands ; not 
in villages ; as is too often the cafe, in 
many parts of the Ifland. 

III. FARMERIES. The situations 
of homefleads, or farm buildings and 
yards, are generally well chofen; as the 
fide of a valley, or near the head of a coomb 

or 
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or dell. A fuitable fhelter, and a rill of 
water, appear to have been principal ob- 
jects, in the choice of farmfteads. 

In fituations deftitute of natural rills, 
** leats,” or made rills, are cut, and 
have been time immemorial employed, in 
bringing what is called, in the pure lan- 
guage of fimplicity, “ potwater” — to 
farm houfes, and hamlets of cottages, in 
Upland fituations : an admirable expedient* 
which is applicable in many parts of the 
Ifland : yet which, until of late years, in 
Yorkfhire *, has never been pradtifed per- 
haps opt of this extreme part of the Ifland. 
How flow has hitherto been the progrefs of 
rural improvements ! 

The plans of farmeries, here, have 
nothing to engage particular attention. 
The barns are fmall j and the cattle yards 
furnifhed moftly with open fheds — prov, 
“ linhays,” with troughs or mangers in 
the back parts, to hold fodder. 

Sometimes thefe linhays are double : the 
fame fpan roof furnifhing two ranges of 

fheds, 

' \ t ■ 

' * Sec York. Econ. Vol. I. page 174. 
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fheds, and ferving two yards, feparated by 
a fence partition, running along the middle 
of it. A fpecies of farm building, which 
might be adopted in many cafes. Thefe 
open fheds are ufed for cows, and young 
cattle ; oxen being generally kept in houfes 
or hovels, provincially r ‘ fhippens,” during 
the winter. 

The MATERIALS of FARM BUILDINGS 
are chiefly Jlone •, moftly the light blue 
flate ftone, which has been defcribed. 
For farm oflices, earthen walls— prov. 
“ cobb walls” are common. 

Indeed, in fituations, where ftone is not 
at hand, “ cobb” is a common material of 
farm buildings, throughout the West of 
England. Not only houfes and offices, 
but yard walls, and even garden walls, are 
commonly built with it ; and endure for 
a length of time ; provided they are kept 
dry. Single walls are coped ; generally 
with thatch. 

In building thefe walls, ftraw is mixed 
with the earth, in a ftate of pafte, and in- 
corporated with it, by treading or otherwife, 
in a way fimilar to that ufed in making the 

Clay- 
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clay floors of Norfolk The walls are 
carried up, in courfes of eighteen inches, to 
two feet high, and fourteen inches to two 
feet thick ; the preceding courfe being 
fuffered to ftiffen, before the fucceeding 
one be fet on. I have feen, in different 
parts of the Weft of England, cottages 
two ftories high, with no other fupport for 
the joifts and timbers, than thefe earthen 
walls. 

In fituations expofed to Wefterly winds', 
the walls of dwelling houfes of every 
material are frequently guarded with Jlates , 
put on feale-wife, as upon roofs, to prevent 
the “ fea air” from penetrating the walls, 
and giving dampnefs to the rooms. In 
towns, the Shells of houfes are not uncom- 
monly built of wood ; lathed j plaiftered ; 
and flated. 

Houfes fronted with well coloured flatfc, 

\ 

put on neatly, and with “ black mortar” 
(namely cement, among which pounded 
forge cinders have been freely mixed), are 
not unfightly. But fmeared, in ftripes or 

patches, 

* Sec Norfolk Econ. Vol. II. Page 24. 
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patches, with white mortar, ouzing out of 
the joints, and fpreading partially over the 
furface, the appearance is filthy. 

In -the ufc of rough^cajl, or “ flap-dafh,” 
the Devonfhire workmen are proficient. 
They render it pleafing to the eye and 
durable. It is fometimes formed with a 
fpecies of fhining gravel, found upon the 
moorlands, which gives it, when the fun' 
fhines upon it, a lpiendid effedt. It is 
ufual to draw crofs lines over the furface, 
to give it the appearance of dreffed flone- 
work. Not only the practice, but the * 
.theory of rough -calling is here underflood ; 
as will appear in the Minutes. 

The covering materials of the 
Diflridl are Jlate and thatch — prov. “ reed,” 
namely, unbruifed draw ; the grain being 
feparated from the ftraw without breaking 
it ; in the manner which will be hereafter 
deferibed : a practice corpmon, I believe, 
to the West of England.. Straw thus 
preferved makes a neat and durable cover- 
ing ; and, when no other fpecies of covering 
can be procured, it is certainly preferable 
to thrafhed flraw ; which, being lefs du- • 

table. 
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rable, tends ftill more to the impoverifh- 
ment of the lands that are robbed of it. 

IV. FENCES. Nothing marks the 
rural management of this extremity of the 
Ifland more ftrongly, than the construc- 
tion of its farm fences. 

The bank or foundation of a Devonfhire 
** hedge” is a mound of earth, eight; ten, 
or more feet wide, at the bafe, and fome- 
times nearly as much in height ; narrowing 
to fix, feven, or more feet wide, at the top ; 
which is covered with coppice woods, as 
Oak, Aih, Sallow, Birch, Hazel. Thefe 
are cut, as coppice wood, at fifteen or 
twenty years growth; and at more, perhaps, 
than twenty feet high, befide the height of 
the mound ; together forming a barrier, 
perhaps thirty feet in height. 

A firanger, unaware of this practice, 
confiders himfelf as travelling perpetually 
in deep hollow ways ; paffing on, for miles, 
perhaps, without being able to fee out of 
them ; though the moil delightful fcenery 
may have accompanied him. 

Vol. I. , F The 
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The origin of thefe extraordinary fen- 
ces may not be difficult to affign. By clear- 
ing the foreds, in the manner which has 
been fuggeded, the natural fuel of the 
country was, of courfe, materially abridged; 
and, where the general face of the country 
was tolerably level, the fides of the vallies 
were too few, and inefficiently extenfive, 
to fupply this necelfary of life. And it 
appears to me mod: probable, that thefe 
coppice fences were adopted to fupply 
this defeat of fuel ; and they have proved, 
perhaps, the bed expedient that could have 
been druck out. Many farms have no 
other woodland , nor fupply of fuel, than 
what their fences furnifh ; yet are amply 
fupplied with this ; befide, perhaps, an 
overplus of poles, cord wood, faggots, and 
the bark of oak, for fale. Hedgewood is 
looked up to as a crop ; and is profitable as 
fuch ; befide the benefit received from the 
mounds and dubs, as fences. 

The age of mod of thefe fences is great 
beyond memory. Neverthelefs, they are 
continued to be formed, to the prefent 

day. 
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day. Indeed, it may be faid, there is no 
other method of railing a live fence in ufe, 
in the Didridt. 

I have met with leveral indances of 
Raising fences in this way. One, to 
which I paid fome attention, was formed 
feven feet wide at the bafe, and about feven 
feet high ; the lides being carried up with 
fods, and battered lomewhat inward. 
The cod: of it, about two /hillings a yard 
in length : namely, eighteen pence for 
labor, and fix pence for gathering plants, 
in the woods, to fet upon it. I have feen 
plants as thick as the leg, with dems left 
two or three feet high, fet on the top of 
thefe mound fences : a practice, however, 
which is evidently improper ; as not only 
the labor of colledting, carriage, and 
planting, is greater, but the probability of 
fuccefs is lels, than they would be, if 
younger plants were ufed.. 

The advantages of coppice fences 
are thofe of being an infuperable barrier to 
dock, -of affording extraordinary fhelter 
and /hade to paduring animals,— of giving 
F 2 a ne- 
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a neceflary fupply of fuel, in a country 
where no other fuel than wood can, at 
prefent, be compared by farmers, — and of 
being, with ordinary care in repairing 
them, everlafting. Inftead of mouldering 
away, and growing lefs as they increafe in 
age, the fwelling of the roots, the falling 
of leaves, and decayed boughs, and the 
fhovellings of their bafcs' thrown upon their 
tops, with frelh fods brought from a dif-' 
tance, perhaps, to make good accidental 
breaches, tend to increafe, rather than 
to diminish, the mounds j fo that the 
bulkinefs of fome of the old hedges may be 
owing to time, rather than to the original 
formation . 

The disadvantages of the Devon- 
fhire hedges are their firft coft, and the 
quantity of ground they occupy, and injure, 
by their drip and ihade, and by the foil ufed 
in their formation : Five and twenty feet 
is the lead that can be reckoned, for the 
width of wafte. The injury they do to 
arable crops, in preventing a free circu- 
lation of air ; and their being liable to be 
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torn down by cattle, when the adjoining 
field is in a ftate of pafture, are other dif- 
advantages. 

O 

But every fpecies of fence has its difad- 
vantages, and whether, upon the whole, 
that under confideration is preferable to the 
ordinary live hedge, of the kingdom, I will 
not attempt to decide. In an Upland Dif- 
tridt, and where the fields are of a good fize, 
coppice fences are more eligible, than 
they would be, in a low flat country, with 
fmall inclofures ; and much more eligible in 
a Diftxidt, where wood is the only fuel, 
than they would be in a coal country. 

To the fportfman, thele fences are un- 
friendly and, to an invading army, they 
would be' moft embarrafling: an extent of 
country, interfered by'fuch barriers, would 
be, in ettedi:, one immenfe fortification. 

V. The DISPOSAL OF FARMS in 
this Diftridt may be faid to be threefold : 
'namely. 

Selling them for lives. 

Letting them for a term, and 
Occupying them in hufbandry. 

F 3 The 
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The laft, namely the practice of men of 
fortune occupying fome confiderable 
parts of their eftates, appears to have been, 
until very lately, a prevailing faihion among 
the great proprietors of Devonfhire. 
There is an inftance of one noble family 
having kept in hand fourteen or fifteen 
hundred acres, for fome generations paft j 
and of another family having occupied 
feven or eight hundred acres, for ' more 
than two centuries ; and, in thefe two 
infiances, the lands, I believe, fiill remain 
in hand. But many other proprietors, 
finding little income arifing from lands 
• thus employed, and fome one or more, it 
is afierted, having been brought into debt 
by their managers (I fpeak 'here of farms 
lying at a diftance from the principal refi- 
dences of their owners), fuch farms have 
been wifely let or fold, to men who have a 
perfonal intereft in their management. 

Thefe domains were probably kept in the 
occupation of their proprietors, with a view 
to fet an example to the tenants of their 
refpedtive efiates, in the infancy of huf- 
fciandry ; and the fiate of management, in 

which 
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which we now find the Diftridt, may have 
arifenoutof this circumftance. But men 
of fortune appear to have abandoned, long 
ago, this original intention, if fuch it were ; 
and to have taken for granted, that their 
lands were in a (late of perfect manage- 
ment. 

The selling of farms for three ( 
lives, nominated by the refpedtive pur- 
chafers, as it was the antient, and once per- 
haps the univerfal, practice of the Diftrkft, 
comes next under confideration. 

At prefent, one half, or two thirds of the 
lands of the Diftridt, probably, are under 
this fpecies of tenure, or tenancy, or hold : 
the remainder being occupied by proprie- 
tors, whether men of fortune or yeomanry ; 
and by tenants, for a term certain, or from 
year to year. 1 

The difpofal of farms for three lives is 
generally by what are provincially termed 
surveys ; a fpecies of auction ; at 
which candidates bid for the priority of 
refufal, rather than for the thing itfelf ; a ' 
fpecies of fale common to every fpecies of 
property. If the highefi: bidder does not 
F 4 reach 
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reach the feller’s price, the bidding is 
inconclufive : the feller names his price, 
and the higheft bidder has the firft option 
of choice, or refufal. If he refufe, the 
next higheft bidder takes his choice, and fo 
of the reft : a fpecies of fale, which is very 
convenient to the feller. 

The eftimate value of lands, for three 
lives, is about eighteen years purchafe of 
the neat rental value, or about fourteen 
years purchafe of the grofs rent and taxes, 
which laft. life leflees ufually engage to 
pay ; together with a ftnall annual rent ; 
and generally a heriot, forfeitable on the 
death of each nominee, as has been men- 
tioned. 

The purchafer has the right of transfer, 
and of letting the premifes to farm, from 
year to year, for a term of years, or during 
the term of the life leafe. Thus becoming 
a fort of middle man, between the proprie- 
tor and the occupier. ' 

The lefiee for lives keeps up the build- 
ings, fences, gates, &c. (the proprietor, 
finding timber,) or is liable to pay for 
dilapidations. All coppice wood and 

Under- 
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underwood, well as fruit trees and other 
trees, except Oak, Afli, and Elm, are, 
entirely, or under certain regulations, at the 
difpofal of the leflee ; and cannot be cut 
down, by the proprietor of the land, during 
the demife. 

On the expiration of a leafe for lives, 
the leflee is allowed, by cuftom, a few days 
for clearing the premifes of liveftock, and 
forty days, for dead flock — as grain, fur- 
niture, &c. but he cannot touch a bough, 
or a fixture, or remove ftraw, dung, &c. 
after the moment of extinction of the laft 
life. 

The letting of farms, for a year, 
or a term of years, is fimilar in method of 
difpofal, to that of felling them for lives : 
fo forcible would feem to be the tide of 
cuftom I 

In felling a farm, an audtion is a fuitable 
medium of difpofal : the feller receives 
his price or fecurity, before he delivers up 
pofleffion ; and the leflee, himfelf, being 
generally one of the nominees, is, in feme 
meafure, done with. 

But 
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But the cafe is very different with a man, 
who is to pay his rent halfyearly, and to 
conform with a variety of covenants and 
regulations, which are neceffary to the 
fpecies of tenancy, now under confide-r 
ration. In this cafe, it is not more the 
rent , than the man, that is to be looked to, 
andchofen. Amongcandidates,at au&ions, 
for letting farms, are generally adven- 
turers, who want judgment, and -men of 
defperate fortunes, who want a terhporary 
fubfiftence ; and thefe men will ever be 
the higheft bidders ; will ever outbid men 
of judgment and capital ; fuch as will pay 
their rent, keep up their repairs, and im- 
prove the land j and fuch as ought ever to 
be, and ever are, the choice of judicious 
managers of eflates. There is a fair mar- 
ket price for farms, as for their produce j 
and no man is fit to be entrusted with the 
management of an eflate, who cannot af- 
certiin the value of its lands, and who, 
having afcertained this, does not prefer a 
man of judgment and capital, to any nominal 
rent , which fpeculation can offer him. It 

may 
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may be faid, with little latitude, that, in 
the end, it is equally detrimental to an 
eftate, to overrent it, as it is to let it beneath 
its fair rental value. This is an axiom of 
management which is well known to every 
man of landed property, who has perfe- 
vered in- paying attention to his own affairs ; 
and which has coft fome men no fmall 
(hare of property, refpe.dlability, and peace 
of mind, to come at the knowledge of. 

The pradtice of letting farms by audtion, 
in this Diftridt, is not difficult to be ac- 
counted for. It has grown in part out of 
the cuftora of felling farms by audtion, as 
abovementioned ; and is in part owing to 
the circumftance of the immediate manage- 
ment of eftates being in the hands of 
country attornies j who are, profeffionally, 
unacquainted with the value of the lands 
they have to let, and who have valuable 
interefts in the holding of furveys. 

Another fingular trait, in the manage- 
ment of eftates, in this Diftridt, may be 
proper to be mentioned. The agent, in- 
ffead of receiving a falary adequate to his 

fer. 
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fervices, makes an exorbitant charge, upon 
the tenants, for their leafes j each eftate 
having its eftablifhed import. 

This regulation is evidently founded on 
fallacious principles. The intereft of the 
agent ought ever to be connected with that 
of his principal . W hereas , by the practice 
now under notice, as well as by that of 
letting farms by auction, in the manner 
which has been mentioned, they are 
ertranged from each other. Inrtead of its 
being the mterert of the agent to promote 
that good order, punctuality, and fpirit of 
improvement, which ought tobefolicitoufly 
cherifhed on every eftate, his beft interefts 
are connected with the beggary and drift- 
ing of tenants ; and, of courfe, with the 
oonfufion and eventual injury of the eftate : 
and this without any adequate counter 
•advantage. Farmers are not fo- inatten- 
tive to their own interefts, as to omit to 
calculate the expence of the leafe, while 
they are bargaining for the farm ; and it 
is well known to thofe, who are conver-t 
fant in the buhnefs of letting farms, that 

nothing 
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nothing more dilgufts a good tenant, a man 
mho can bare a farm anywhere , than an 
exorbitant charge for his leafe. 

VI. FORMS OF LEASES. In the 
condruftion of leafes, it would be unrea- 
fonable to expert to find anything fuperi- 
orly excellent, in a Di drift where the 
letting of farms may be considered as, in 
fome meafure, a modern praftice. F'or 
although it mud ever have been in ufe, 
between middle men and under tenants, 
yet it mud ever have been a fecondary and 
fubordinate branch of the management of 
edates j and as fuch, indeed, it dill re- 
mains. Befide, the forming of leafes, 
being left to men who are unacquainted 
with the required covenants and regu- 
lation, neceffary for promoting the intereft 
of an edate, is another bar to excellency of 
condruftion. 

The following are the heads of a 
lease, under which one of the lird farms 
in the country was let, a very few years 

a £°* 

Landlord grants the ufe of th« 

premifes 
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premifes for twentyone years, at a fixed 
annual rent. 

Landlord reserves the privilege of 
holding Courts (this being a manor farm) 
with the ufe of a parlour, bed room, and 
liable, one day and night, for the cuftomary 
fee of two {hillings ; alfo tire ufual dinner 
and liquor, for the Court tenants, at one 
{hilling each. 

•Also all mines, quarries, &c. 

Also timber, game. Sec. 

Also the liberty of fowing the third 
crop of grain with eaver (raygrafs) and 
clover, to be provided by the tenant. 

Also a right of viewing the Hate of 
repair of buildings. Sec. and, if necelfary 
repairs are not executed within two months 
after notice given, the landlord may execute 
them at the tenant’s expence. 

Also the power of re-entry on non-per- 
formance of the agreement. 

Tenant agrees to pay rent, taxes. 
See. 

Ajlso to do all ^repairs ; the landlord 
firfl putting the premifes into tenantable 
condition. 



Also 
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Also to do fuit and fervice at the Lord’s 
Courts. 

Also to lay on fifty double Winchefler , 
bufhels of flone lime, or feventy lacks of 
fea fand, an acre, the firfl year of breaking 
up j to be mixed with mold, in a hufband- 
like manner. 

Also to take three crops of corn, for 
fuch drefiing, and no more ! thefe crops 
being Wheat, Barley, and Oats, in fuc- 
cejjion ! and to fow grafs feeds with the 
lafl crop. 

Also to keep up orchard grounds ; the 
landlord firfl flocking them properly with 
trees : the tenant afterwards having the 
decayed trees for filling up vacancies. 

Also to repair the mounds of hedges 
-every time the wood is felled ; and not to 
cut them under feven years growth j nor 
to cut rods, &c. but when the hedge is 
felled. 

Also to the following 

Restrictions. Not to break up 
meadow grounds, under the penalty of 
ten pounds an acre. 

Also 
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Also not to pare and burn the furface 
of other lands, under the fame ’penalty *. 

Also not to grow Rape, Hemp, Flax, 
Woad, Weld, Madder, or POTATOES 1 ! 
unlefs for the ufe of his own family. 

Also not to fell Hay, Straw, or Tur- 
neps ; nor to carry manure off the premifes. 

Also not to departure orchard grounds 
with horned cattle. 

Also not to fell, lop, or top, any timber 
tree, under the penalty of ten pounds ; nor 
any maiden tree or fapling, under that of 
five pounds. 

Also not to aflign the leafe, without 
confent, &c. 

Thofe who bind tenants to fuch a bale 
fyrtem of management, as the tenant of 
this charming farm is bound (for eighteen 
year's to come !) are entitled to pity, rather 
than to cenfure : they copy leafes from 
murty forms, left them by their predecef^ 
fors, as they copy black letter precepts out 
of Jacob and Burn. 

The 

* This farm lies fomewhat to the Southward of this 
Diftri& •, being within that of the South hams. 
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The heads of a leafe of a fmaller farm, 
within this Diftrift, runs thus : 

Landlord agrees to repair, &c. 
Tenant to lay on a hundred bulhels 
of lime, or one hundred and twenty feams 
(or horfeloads) qf fea fand, mixed with 
one hundred and twenty feams of dung, 
an acre, on all lands broken up for Wheat 
after Ley or Grafs. ■ And not to take more 
than a crop of Wheat, a crop of Barley, 
and a crop of Oats, for fuch drefimg ; but 
to fow over the Oats twelve pounds of 
Clover and half a bufliel ofEaver, an acre; 
and not to mow the Clover more than once. 

Also not to cut hedges under twelve 
years growth ; and then when the ad- 
joining field is broken up for wheat : and 
to plafh the fides (or outer brinks of the 
mounds), and (hovel out the ditches (or 
hollows at the foot of the bank), throwing 
the mold upon the mound, to encourage 
the growth of the hedge wood. 

Also to preferve orchards : to keep 
them free from horned cattle : landlord 
agreeing to find young trees ; tenant to 
fetch and plant them, and to carry two 
Vol. I. G feams 
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feams of duns or frefh maiden earth to fet 
each plant in : being allowed the old trees 
for his trouble. 

Also not to fell Hay, Straw, &c. except 
“ Reed” (or unthrafhed Straw). 

Also not to alTign over, &c. &c. &c. 

VII. RENT. The rent of the larger 
arable farms, on which hulbandry is the 
principal objedt, is from ten {hillings to 
twenty {hillings an acre ; according to the 
quality of the foil, its fituation, and atten- 
dant circumftances. Small farms, with a 
large proportion of orchard ground lying 
to them, pay higher rents. 

VIII. REMOVAL. Ladyday is the 
accuftomed time of entry and transfer. 

IX. MANOR COURTS. Thefe 

Courts, as we have already intimated, are 
regularly held. Conventionary or life- 
leafe tenants are confidered in the light of 
copyholders ; and, by the cuftom of the 
country, freeholders attend Manor Courts ; 
which, however, are principally held for 
the receipt of rents, whether con- 
ventional or predial. division 
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DIVISION THE SECOND. 

WOODLANDS, 

THEIR 

PROPAGATION and management. 

I. 

WOODLANDS. 

% 

1. rpHE SPECIES OF WOODLAND, 
A which is moft prevalent in this 
Diftrict, is that which comes emphatically 
under the denomination of Woods : 

i 

namely a mixture of Timber and Under- 
wood •, the ancient law, which requires 
that a certain number of Timberlings fhall 
be left Handing, in each acre of Coppice- 
wood cut down, being here, more or lefs 
complied with ; though it were only that 
G 2 fuch 
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iuch ftandards fhould be taken down at the 
fucceeding fall of Underwood, and others 
left in their {lead. Tn confequence of this 
evafion there is, in effect, much Woodland 
in a Rate of Coppice. And there is fome 
little in a date of Timber, with but little 
Underwood. 

The Hedgerow Wood of the Diftrid! 
is invariably Coppice ; with fome few 
Pollards growing out of the fides, or at the 
bafes, of the mounds ; which are probably 
too high and narrow to fupport Timber 
Trees upon their tops, — were the tenants 
to fufFer them to rife. 

II. The SPECIES OF TIMBER 
TREES are principally the Oak and the 
Ash, with fome Elms on the deeper bet- 
ter foils } alfo the Beech and the Syca- 
more. But the Oak may be emphatically 
termed the Timber Tree of the Diilridt. 

III. The SPECIES OF COPPICE 
WOODS are the Oak, the Birch, the 
Sallow, tlieHAZLE, the Ash, the Ches- 
nut, which laft is found, in wild reclufe 

situations. 
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fituations, with every appearance of being 
a native. The Wild Cherry, too, is 
found in Coppices : but little or no Haw- 
thorn ; which does not appear to be a 
native of the country ! 

IV. The HISTORY of thefe Wood- 
lands is unknown : tradition is iilent on 
the fubjedt. They are, undoubtedly, the 
aboriginal produce of the foils they now 
occupy. They have no appearance of 
cultivation ; except near habitations : and 
even, there, unlefs in a few inftances. 
Planting does not appear to have been, at 
any time, the practice or, fafhion of the 
DiftridL 

V. The ELIGIBILITY of the pre- 
fent Woodlands, in their preient Rate, has 
been mentioned : fome fmall portion of 
them ought, perhaps, to be converted to 
Farm Lands j though, in the ordinary 
modes of converfion, they might not pay 
fo he alteration : and there are confide- 
rable extents of unprodudtive high lands, 
which ought to be converted to Woodland, 

G 3 THE 

* 
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2 . 

THE PROPAGATION OF 
• WOODLANDS. 

THE SPECIES OF WOOD, proper to 
be raifed on the bleak barren heights, which 
are here fp.oken of as being eligible to be 
converted into Woodlands, appear to me 
evident. On the fides of vallies, (heltered 
from the cutting winds of this Diitridt, the 
Oak is undoubtedly the moil eligible 
fpecies of Wood. But, upon expofed 
heights, the Oak, even as Coppice wood, 
fhrinks from the blaft ; and, as Timber, 
makes no progrefs after a certain age ; be- 
coming Runted and mofly. The only Oak 
Timber, I have obferved in the Diftridt, of 

I • 

any fize, grows on the lower fkirts of the 
hills. Whereas the Beech flourilhes, 
even as Timber, in very bleak expofed 
fituations. And, I am of opinion, that, for 
Coppice wood, on the bleak barren 
heights under notice, the Beech and the 

Pirch 
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Birch would be mod: eligible : and that, 
for Timber, in fuch fituations, the 
Larch, alone, is eligible. 

I fpeak, however, from a general know- 
ledge of this valuable tree, in the foils 
and fituations in which I have fecn it 
flourifh. For it does not appear to have 
been tried on the bleak barren foils of this 
Diftrict. Yet, feeing the extent of fuch 
foils, which it contains, and its fitustion 
with refpedt to the fhip yards of Plymouth ; 
and feeing at the fame time, with alrnofl 
moral certainty, that the Larch, in times 
to come, will be a principal article of Ship 
building, in this if! and, it is highly probable 
that whoever now propagates it, will' ex- 
ceedingly enhance the value of his eflate, 



* 

MANAGEMENT OF WOODLANDS, 

TO convey a comprehenfive idea of this 
department of Rural Management, in the 
G 4 Diflridt 
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Diftrift now under view, it will be prope 
to fpeak feparately of 

I. Timber. 

II. Coppice wood. 

III. Hedge wood. 

IV. Bark. . • 

I. THE MANAGEMENT OF TIM- 
BER, The chief produce of Woodlands, 
here, being Coppice wood, rather than 
Timber, lefs is required to be faid, under 
this branch of management. Indeed, 
judging from what has fallen under my 
notice, refpe&ing the treatment of Timber, 
in this Diftridb, little more than cenfure 
can be fairly attached to it. 

To the training of Timber, little if 
any attention appears to be paid. I have 
feen Oak woods irreparably injured, and 
for ever rendered incapable of producing 
large Timber, for want of timely thinnings. 

And in the only inftance of felling 
Oak Timber, on a large fcale, which came 
nnder my obfervation, the management, 
pr rather mifmanagement, was fuch as 

pught 
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ought not to be fuffered. Inftead of clear- 
ing the ground, or of removing the under- 
ling and ftunted or full grown trees, to- 
make room for thofe which were in a 
thriving profitable ftate, the latter, only, 
were hewn down ! Many of them in the 
moil luxuriant ftate of growth ; throwing 
them, heedlefsly, among the ftanding trees ! 
thus adding crime to crime, and caufing 
double deftrudtion. Adis like thefe fhould 
be puniftiable ; for it is not a wafte of pri- 
vate property only ; but, in the prefent 
ftate of Ship timber, and in the immediate 
vicinity of a dock yard, fuch w^afte becomes 
a public lofs. 

Enquiring into the caufe of this outrage, 
I was told (and probably with truth, as 
nothing elfe could well account for it) that 
fo many hundred trees had been fold, at 
fuch a price, the choice of them being left 
to the purchafer who had a wide extent 
of Woodland to range over ; and who, 
guided by the exorbitant price of Bark, 
chofe of courfe, the full topped faft- 
growing trees ; as affording the moft bark 
and of the beft quality. 

II. MANAGE* 
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II. MANAGEMENT OF COPPICES. 
This forming a prominent feature in the 
Rural Management of the DiftritT, it re - 
quires to be treated of in detail ; under the 
following branches. 

j. Training. 

2. Age of Felling. 

3. Difpofal. 

4. Mode of Cutting. 

5. Mode of Converting. 

6. Confumption, 

1. Thetraining of Coppice woods 
is not, I believe, attended to farther, than 
to keep them free from brouzing ftock, 
during the frft ftages of their growth, 
However, confidering the advanced age at 
which Coppice wood is cut, here, much 
faggot wood, and perhaps other inferior 
wares, might be taken out with advantage 
to the rifing Coppice. The Birch and the 
Sallow, quick growing woods, ought cer- 
tainly to be checked, fo as to prevent their 
overtopping and cramping the growth of 
the Oak. The great object in training 

Coppices 
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Coppices is to give evennefs and fullnefs 
to the whole. In a diflridt, however, 
where flakes, edders, and wicker hurdles 
are not in common ufe, the lefs profitabie 
would be the thinnings of a Coppice. In 
the more advanced flages of growth, hoops 
are, here, a profitable article *. 

2. The age of felling Coppice 
wood, in the ordinary practice of the 
Diftridt, is twenty years. The bark of 
the Oak is a principal objedt, efpecialh at 
prefent j and this does not acquire, much 
fooner, a fufficient fubfrance and maturation 
of juices, to fit it properly for the ufe of 
the tanner. It is ol'tener, I believe, fuf- 
fered to fland until it be more than twenty 
years growth, than it is felled under that 
age. From eighteen to twentyfive years 
may, perhaps, be fet down as the ordinary 
limits. 

3. The 

* Hoops for Cider cafks. The principal wood is Al h; 
butChefnut and' Wild Cherry are reckoned nearly as good. 
The price, in the rough, about 8d. a hundred weight. The 
time of cutting, December and January: the time of bend- 
ing, May and June. The Coopers charge is half a crown a 
dozen. , 
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3. The disposal of Coppice wood. 
The common medium of fale is the furvey 
or audtion : the proper vehicle of dif- 

pofal, in all cafes where large allotments of 
wood, of every kind, are to be difpofed of, 
in the grofs ; provided men of property 
and common honefty can be drawn together 
as bidders *. Eut, in this Didricf, where 
the bidders at fuch files are, many of them, 
men without property or principle, public 
auctions become a hazardous mode of dif- 
pofal ; as mod: men of property, in the 
Didridt, I underdand, have experienced. 

This clafs ofpurchafersare chiedy working 
woodmen, who unite themfelves into com- 
panies or fets, in order that they may com- 
pafs, the better, the parcel on fale ; after- 
wards, iharing it out among themfelves ; 
and each employing alddants to take down 
his own fhare. 

The prices of Coppice wood, by the 
acre, are various ; according to the age 
and quality ; and have lately had a rapid 
rife, on account of the high price of bark ; ' 
and the great demand for wood, which the 

war 

* See York. Econ. Vol.I. p. 241. 
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war has occafioned. Formerly, (within 
memory) four or five pounds an acre was 
reckoned a good price for wood of a middle 
quality, and twenty years growth. Within 
the laft ten years, or lefs time, ten pounds 
an acre was efteemed a full price for fuch 
wood. Now (1794) it is worth fifteen 
pounds an acre ; the purchafer paying 
tithe ; which is ufually 2s. 6d. to 3s. in 
the pound, upon the grofs amount of fale. 

4. The method of taking down 
Coppice wood, in this part of the ifland, 
is Angular. The ordinary woods being 
cleared away, previous to the Barking 
feafon, the Oak is peeled standing - t 
all the hands employed continuing to peel 
during the fpring run of the Bark. When 
a check takes place, the woodmen employ 
themfelves in cutting down the peeled 
wood ; until the midfummer run calls 
them again to the operation of peeling ; 
which, indeed,^may be faid to laft, with 
little interruption, throughout the fum- 
mer; the wood being chiefly converted 
intofaleable ware, during the wintermonths. 

This 
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This unufual mode of proceeding gives 
a piece of Woodland, undergoing thefe 
operations, a ftriking appearance to the eye 
of a ftranger, travelling through the coun- 
try, in the fummer feafon. The purchafer’s 
fhares are marked out in fquare patches ; 
and thefe divided again into ftripes of dif- 
ferent colours : one white, with barked 
poles lying along upon the ftubs ! another 
brown, — the leaves of the early peeled 
poles, yet ftanding, being already dead, and 
changed to this colour : a third mottled* 
having naked ftems, headed with yet greeri 
leaves'; while perhaps the remainder of 
each patch, referred for another year’s fall* 
appears in its natural green. 

This method of taking down Coppice 
wood, however, has been practifed, time 
immemorial ; and, where Firewood and 
Bark are the principal objedts of produce, 
a more eligible method would be difficult 
to ftrike out. The pradlice of fuffering the 
peeled ftems to remain uppn the roots, in 
the firft inftance, as well as that of after- 
wards letting them lie upon the ftubs, is 
theoretically bad. The faCt however is, 

this 
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this p raft ice, though it rhay have been 
continued for centuries, has not deftroyed> 
nor materially injured, the woods ; which, 
though not equal in thicknefs and even- 
nefs, to the SulTex and Kentifh Coppices, 
are upon a par with thofe of the reft of the 
Ifland. 

5. 6. Thk conversion and con- 
sumption of Coppice wood is, here, 
into poles, for ufes in hufbandry, as the 
roofs of ftieds and hovels, rails, &c. &c. ; 
cordwood, moftly for the ufe of fhips of war; 
faggots of different forts, for fuel, and for 
the ufe of the King’s bake-houfes. See. at 
Plymouth. 

The ordinary price of cor dwood, in time 
of peace, is about ten {hillings a cord, of 
128 cubical feet (namely 4, 4, and 8) and 
the poles and faggots in proportion *. 

III. The MANAGEMENT OF 
HEDGE WOOD. This department of 

management 

* Formerly, Cordwood was sold by weight; 
a practice which is not, yet, altogether obfolete. T he 
price about i8d. a feam, or 6d. a hundred weight. 
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management is fo exaCtly fimilar to that of 
Coppice wood, that it does not require a 
feparate detail. The brufh wood is cleared 
away, in early fpring, and the Oak peeled 
Handing, in the barking feafon. 

IV. The MARKET FOR ' BARK, 
after the tanneries of the country are fup- 
plied, is Ireland ; to which it has, for fome 
years lad pad at lead, been (hipped in 
great quantities. This appears to be a prin- 
cipal caufe of the exorbitant price, which 
this ufeful article of manufacture has rifen 
to of late years ; and which bids fair to 
reduce to a date little fhort of annihilation, 
the Oak timber of this ifland, fit for Ship 
building. 

O 



Remark. 

The process of tanning is pecu- 
liarly entitled, at this time, to the attention 
of the Chemist. The bark of the Oak, 
it is probable, aids principally as an adrin- 
gent, on the texture of the hide ; and 
might, perhaps, be equalled, or excelled, 

by 
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by other aftringents, natural or prepared. 
If duly fought for, and attentively applied. 

To export Oak Bark, under the prefent 
tircumftances, muft furely be a political 
terror: 
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DIVISION THE THIRD. 

\ 

AGRICULTURE. 

% 

^T'HISmoft extenfive branch of Rural 
Economy requites to be examined, 
in detail ; agreeably to the plan which I 
have hitherto found it requifite to purfue, 
inregilferingthe practices of other Diftridts; 
and conformably to the analytic 
table of contents, prefixed to this 
Volume. 

I « 

FARMS. 

1. THE NATURAL CHARACTERS 
of Farms appear, in a great meafure, in, 
what has been faid of the Natural Cha- 
racters 
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rafters of the Diftrift; and only require 
to be adduced, here, in order to bring 
them into one point of view,' with the ad- 
ventitious properties of Farms, at prefent 
obfervable, in this extreme part of the 
Ifland. 

Y • ^ * . J 

The climatuke is very uncertain* in 
an agricultural point of view. In a dry 
fummer, the harvefl is early, on account of 
the foutherly fituation of the Diftrift. 
But, in a moift feafon, it is fometimes very 
backward j owing to inceffant drizzling 
rains, added to the coolnefs of the fea air. 
See Climature, page 1 1. 

The fur faces of Farmsy notwithstanding 
the uneven furface of the country at large, 
are lefs fteep and difficult to work, than 
the Farms of many other hilly Diftrifts ; 
owing to the circumflance of. the deeper 
fides of vallies being chiefly appropriated 
to wood. 

The quality of the soil has been 
defcribed, as being of a flatey nature ; 
moflly abounding with fragments of date 
rock and other ftones j and generally mixed 
with a portion of loam. 

U 2 The 
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' The Quantity or 1 depth of foil is 
greater than the par of upland foils ; vary- 
ing, fronr five ' or fix, to ten or twelve 
inches. 

subsoil is a rubble, or broken 
flatey rock ; absorbing Water to a certain 
ahd great degree ; ’ but an excefs of wet 
Weathdt fometimes cfmles a temporary 
Surcharge ; -during which, the foil, in fome 
particular fpots; becomes wet and poachy. 
It rriay be ‘ faid, however, in general, the 
• foil and fubfoil are abforbent, clean, and 
fouhd.*^ 



• V- w ' - • 4 . ' 






II. The HISTORY of Farm Lands, in 
this HiRridt, has been hinted at, as having 
paRed from the foreR or unoccupied Rate, 
to a Rate of common paffure, through the 
medium of at' lead a partial cultivation ; 
and, from the Rate of common paRurage, 
to the predial Rate, in which it flow , ap- 
pears. “But the fib fuggeRions arife, prin- 
cipally, from the prelent appearances of 
the furface, and from the other circum- 
Rantial evidences, mentioned above. Thefe 
circumRances, collated with the different 

furveys 



ta 
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furveys that have been made, at diflant 
periods cf time, might bring this matter to .jV, 

a,greater degree of certainty, than either 
of them, taken feparately. . • 

III. The PRESENT APPLICATION 

of Farm Lands. Viewing the Diftrift at 
large. Farms ‘in general are in a Rate of 
mixed cultivation comprizing arable 
land, temporary leys, water meadows, and 
orchard grounds : grassland being the 
more prominent chara&eriftic, as will more 
fully appear in fpeaking of their manage- 
ment. . , . 

■ ' r 

IV. The. SIZES OF FARMS are, as 
they ought to be, extremely •various . 

Partons (a name which perhaps was 
originally given to demefne lands, or manor 
farms, but which now feems to be applied 
to any large farm, in contradiflin&ion to 
the more common defeription of farms) 
pre generally of a full fi ze ; as from two 
or three to four or five hundred acres of 
culturable lands, Ordinary farms run front 
ten to a hundred pounds a year. 

H 3 General 
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General Observations. 



THE humiliating fituation in which this 
country is placed, at prefent (1795), 
through a mifguided attachment to 
SPECULATIVE COMMERCE, and thro 

. j . . . ■ . • • . .» 

a negledt, not lefs to be lamented, of the 
PERMANENT INTERESTS of the 



country, — has given us an opportunity of 
feeing the utility which arifes from a 
gradationof farms; and from having 
farmers of different degrees and conditions, 
to furnifh the markets with a regular fup- 
ply of grain. 

Were the whole of the cultivated lands 



of the Ifland in the hands of fmall needy 
farmers, unable to keep back the produce 
from the autumn and winter markets, it is 
highly probable that the country, during 
the paft fummer, would have experienced 
a fcarcity, nearly equal to a famine ; and 
would, every year, be at the mercy of 
dealers or middlemen, during the fpring 
and fummer months. 
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On the contrary, were the whole in the 
hands of men of large capitals, a greater 
fcarcity might be experienced, in autumn 
and the early part of winter, than there is 
under the prefent diftribution of farm 
lands. 

I do not mean to convey, that the pre- 
fent diftribution of farm lands is perfedt, 
or precifely what it ought to be, in a poli- 
tical point of view. Neverthelefs, it might 
• be highly improper, in Government, to 
interfere in the difpofal of private property. 
It is therefore to the confideration of pro- 
prietors of eftates I beg leave to offer the 
following principle of management, in the 
tenanting of their refpedtive eftates : 
namely, that of not entrufting their lands, 
whether they lie in large or in fmall farms, 
in the hands of men who have not capital 
flail and induftry, taken jointly , to cultivate 
them, with profit, to themfelves and the 
community ; nor of fuffering any man, let 
his capital be what it may, to hold more 
lapd, than he can perfonally fuperintend ; 
fo as to pay the requifite regard to the 
piinutiae of cultivation. 

n 4 V, The 
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V. The PLANS OF FARMS have 

'••• . « • i i t *. • • i ■ 

been fpojcen of as being generally judicious, 
in refpeft of having the farm-ftead, or. 
buildings, placed within the area of the 
.lands. The fields too have been men- 
tioned, as being well fized ; but fometimes, 
perhaps, too large, or out of proportion, 
on the fmallcr farms ; owing to the ex- 
penfivenefs and clofenefs of tire fences iji 
ufe : and, owing, perhaps, to the fame 
circumftance, private lanes, pr driftways, 
are in fome cafes wanted. On the whole, 
however, the Dirt rift is above par, with 
refpeft to the plans of its farms. 

General Observation. From this 
Analyfis of Farms, it is plain, that Weft 
Devonftiire has many advantages, natural 
and fortuitous, as an Agricultural 
District. 

'■ i t 

2 . ’ ■" ** 

r . -, i . • - ..•••'• 

FARMERS. 

The : SCALE of OCCUPIERS, in this 
Wcftern Diftrift, is Angularly extenfive ; 
t . reaching 
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reaching from the largeft proprietor, down 
to the farm fervant, or parifh prentice j 
who having, by his temperance and fruga- 
lity, faved up a few poyinds, and, by his 
induftry and honefty, eftablifhed a fair 
character, is entrufted with one of the 
fmall holdings, that are fcattered in every 
parifh ; and who, perhaps, by perfevering 
in the fame line of condudl, afcends, ftep 
after ftep, to a farm of a higher order. 

The QUALIFICATIONS of PROFES- 
SIONAL occupiers, including fmall pro- 
prietors, lifeleafeholders, and tenants, will 
not be found, on a general view, at prcfent, 
equivalent to the natural and adventitious 
advantages of the Diftridt, nor fuch as are 
likely to give effect to thofe advantages ; 
fo as to raife the Rural Management of this 
extremity of the Iiland, to a par with that 
pf lefs favored parts of it. 

The property of occupiers of this 
claf. is abforbed in life leafeholds. If a 

. / I 

man can purchafe a farm he will not rent 
pne-i and, in purchafing, he incapacitates 
himfelf from occupying his purchafe, pro- 
perty*. 
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pcrly. There are, no doubt, many excep-r 
tions to this general pofition. 

Their education is another bar tc» 
improvement, ' Many of them, as has been 
intimated, have rifen from fervants of the 
loweft claft ; and having never had an 
opportunity of looking beyond the limits of 
the immediate neighbourhood of theif 
birth and fervitude, follow implicitly the 
paths of their mailers. 

Their knowledge is ! of courle con-, 
fined ; and 

The spirit of improvement deeply 
buried under a,n accumulatipn of cuftomand 
prejudice. » 

There are, however, feme few indivi- 

’ \ 

duals, in the Diftridt, who are llruggling to 
break through the thick cruft of prepof-» 
feflion, under which the country feems to * 
have been long bound down. But they 
have not yet obtained, fufficiently-, the 
confidence of the lower claft of occupiers. 
Their exertions, however, may convince 
the latter that the eftablifhed practice of 
the Diftridt may be deviated from, without 
panger. 

3. WORK. 
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WORKPEOPLE. 

N O inconfiderable fhare of farm labor 
is done by farmers themfelves, their wives, 
their fons, and their daughters. On the 
larger farms, however, workpeople of difi, 
ferent defcriptions are employed. They 
are either 

• j • j 

I. Laborers, 

II. Servants, or 

III. Apprentices, 

I. The LABORERS of the Diftridt 
are below par : many of them drunken, 
idle fellows j and not a few of them may be 
faid to be honeftly diihoneftj declaring, 
without referve, that a poor man cannot 
bring up a family on fix {hillings a week 
and honefty. In addition, however, to 
thefe low wages, it is pretty common for 
farmers to let their conftant laborers have 

i 

com, at a fixed price ; and endeavour tq 
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give them piece-work, — to be paid for, by 
jneafurement, or in grofs. 

Neverthelefs, the wages of the Diflridt, 
feeing the great rife in the price of living, 
appears to me to be too low ; and what the 
farmers fave in the expence of labor, they 
probably lofe by pillage, and in the poor’s 
fate. All ranks of people, FARM LA-: 
BORERS ONLY EXCEPTED, have 
Bad an increafe of income, with the in- 
creafe of the prices of the neceffaries of 
life ; or, which is the fame thing, with the 
decreafe in the value, or price of money. 
This may, in a great meafure, account for 
the increafe of the poor’s rates, in country 
pariffies, without bringing in the degene- 
racy and profligacy of the prefent race of 
working people, compared with the pad ; ; 
though fome part of it, I believe, may be • 
fairly laid to the charge of that degeneracy, 
which, if the talk were not invidiqus, 
would not be difficult to account for. 

II. SERVANTS. The moft remark- 
able circumftance, in the economy of farm 
fervants, in this part of the Ifland., is that 

of 
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of there being no fixed time or place 
of hiring them: a circumftance which, 

I believe, prevails throughout the Weft of 
England. They are hired either for the 
year, the half year, or by the week ; the 
lafta very unufual method of retaining houfe 
or indoor farm lervants. When a fervant , 
is out of place, he makes enquiries among 
his acquaintances, and goes round to the 
farm houfes, to offer himfelf. 

In the Rural Economy of the Mid- 
land Counties, I made fome obfer- 
vations on thisfubjedt (fetj note, page 19, 
Vol. II.) before I had any knowledge of 
the pradtice of this Diftridt. What I have 
fince feen of it inclines me to decide in its 
favor. It is certainly more convenient to 
the farmer : and it is lei’s deuradinp- to the 
fervants, than the pradtice of expofing 
themfelves, for hire, in a public market ; 
though it may not, perhaps, be fo fpeedy 
and certain a way of getting into place. •' 

The Wages of servants, as thofeofla-* 
borers, are low, compared with thofe of moft 
other Diftridts. The yearly wages of men 

rua. 
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Tun from fix to eight pounds j of womeri 
three pounds or three guineas. 

The MODE OF TREATMENT OF FARM 
servants, here, may be faid to be a 
judicious mean between the extravagance 
of the Southern counties, and the oppofite 
extreme of the Northern provinces* 

III. APPRENTICES. It is a uni- 
Verfal and common practice, throughout 
Devonfhire, arid, I believe, the Weft of ' 
England in general, to put out the children 
of paupers, boys more particularly, at the 
age of feven or eight years, to farmers and 
others 3 and to bind them, as apprentices, 
until they be twentyohe years of age; and 
formerly until they were twentyfour ! 
on condition of the mafter’s finding them 
with every neceflary, during the term of the 
apprenticefhip. 

This is an eafy and ready way of dif- 
pofing of the children of paupers, and is 
fortunate for the children thus difpofed of ; 
as enuring them to labor and induftry, and 
providing them with better fuftenance, 

' than 
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than they could expedt to receive from 
their parents. To the farmers, too, fucft 
children, under proper tuition, might, one 
would think, be made highly valuable ih 
their concerns, and, in the end, would 
become very profitable. 

The contrary, however, is generally the 
cafe : an unfortunate and indeed lamentable 
circumftance, which arifes, in a great mea- 
fure, I apprehend, from improper treat- 
ment. Inftead of treating them as their 
adopted children, or as relations, or as a fu- 
perior order of fervants, whofe love and 
efteem they are defirous of gaining, for 
their mutual happinefs, during the long 
term of their intimate connexion, as well 
as to fecure their fervices at a time when 
they become the mod: valuable, they are 
treated, at lead: in the early ftage of fer- 
vitude, as the inferiors of yearly or weekly 
fervants, are frequently fubjedted, I fear, 
to a ftate of the mod: abjedt drudgery: 
a feverity which they do not forget, even 
fhould it be relaxed, as they grow up. 
the ordinary confequence is, no fooner are 
they capable of fupporting themfelves, 

. than 
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than they deffert their fervitude, and fill 
the provincial Papers with advertifements 
for “ runaway prentices.” 

There are, no doubt, circutnfhnces 
under which it were difficult, or impoffible; 
to render this clafs of fervants, either plea- 
furable or profitable to their mailers ; fuch 
as the naturally bad diipofition of the fer- 
vants themfelVes, and the more reprehen- 
fible conduit of their parents, in giving 
them bad counibl. Neverthelefs, it ilrikes 
me forcibly, that much might be done by 
a change of principle, in their treatment. ' 

When the unfortunate offspring of un- 
fortunate parents fall into the hands of men 
of fenfc and dife retion, they frequently turn 
out well, and become moil valuable mem- 
bers of the community. 

A more natural feminary of working 
huibaiHiinen could not be deviled •, and tlie 
progrefs in life, that fome individuals of 
this clafs have made, is a recommendation 
of the practice ; which, tinder the proper 
treatment of farmers, the encouragement of 
landlords, and the protection of Magis- 
trates, might be profitably extended to 

other 
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other Diftridls j and become a prolific 
fource of the moft valuable order of inha- 
bitants a cultivated country can poflefs. 



4 * 

BEASTS OF LABOR. 

Introductory Remarks. 

THE Diftridt under furvey may be faid 
to be undergoing a change, with refpedt to 
■ this department of its Rural Economy : a 
change which has been going on, flowly, 
for the lafl: twenty years j but winch has, 
as yet, made little progrefs. 

Formerly, carriage of every kind was 
done entirely on the backs of horses; 
except in harveft, when fledges, drawn by 
oxen, were fometimes ufed j alfo heaps of 
manure, in the field, were dragged abroad 
in fmall cart fledges, either by oxen or 
horfes. Twenty years ago, there was not 
a " pair of wheels” in the country ; at leafl: 

Vol. I, I not 

* 
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not upon a farm ; and nearly the fame may” 
be faid at prefent. Hay, corn, ftraw, fuel,, 
{tones, dung, lime, &c. are, in the ordinary 
practice of the Diftridt, ftill carried on 
horfeback. 

-This, to a ftranger, forms a flxiking fea- 
ture of management. Before the invention 
of wheel carriages, thefe modes of transfer 
were of courle univerial throughout the 
Ifland, and the reafon of its being continued 
fo long, in this Diftrift, has no doubt been, 
in part, the unlevelnefs of its furface. But 
there are other Diftriits, the cultured parts- 
of whole furfaces are much fteeper than 
thofe of Devonfhire (for reafons already 
given) i and the continuance of the prac r 
tice, here, has been in. a great meafure - 
owing to a want of judgment in laying out 
foads ; or a want of fpirit in executing 
them j arifing from a backwardnefe, in all 
matters of improvement. There are farms 
of fome hundred acres, lying perfectly well 
for wheel carriages ; as level as farms in 
general throughout the Ifland ; yet have 
not a wheel carriage belonging to them. 
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- I. It would be unfair, however, not to 
obferve, that there are many farms in the 
Diftridb, on which the ufe of “ PACK 
HORSES’* ought never to be laid wholly 
afide. And, in many other Diftridts, the 
fame mode of conveyance might be par- 
tially adopted ; for the difpatch made, by 
pack horfes properly ufed, is fuch as no 
one, who has not feen it, would readily 
apprehend*. Nevertheiefs, the practice, 
compared with that of wheel carriages, in 
fituations which will admit of them, is 
altogether ineligible j and the prevalence 
of it at prefent is a ftrong proof of the 

I 2 back- 

/ 

* In an inftance noticed, in which a flout lad with 
two pack horfes, and two men with three horfes in a wag- 
gon, were Carrying faggots nearly the fame di fiance (the 
road of the one fomewhat fteep, «f the other more level), 
the comparative difpatch flood thus : Each pack horfe 
carried nine faggots (twelve are a full featp), and made 
eight journies a day; thus transferring twelve dozen. 
The waggon carried eight dozen at a load, and made fix 
journies ; and confequently transferred juft four times the 
number. But if the grafs horfes and the boy are calcu- 
lated at fixpence each, and the ftable horfes and the men, 
at a {hilling each, the difparity of expence will not be 
found very confiderable. 
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backward ftate in which hufbandry ftill re- 
mains, in this remote part of the Ifland. 

II. OXEN have ever been the plow 
team of the Diflri£t : fometimes with 
horfes before them ; but more generally 
alone : four aged oxen, or fix growing 
fleers, are the ufual “ plow” of the Dif- 
tri£l. 

Oxen are univerfally worked in yoke > 
yet are remarkably tradlable ; and ftep out 
with a pace, which a Kentifh clown would 
think a hardship to follow, with his high- 
fed horfe team. 

The ftyle of driving an Ox team,' . 
here, is obfervable ; indeed, cannot pafs 
unnoticed by a ftranger. The language, 
though in a great degree peculiar to the 
country, does not arreft the attention ; but 
the tone, or rather tune, in which it is 
delivered. It refembles, with great exadt- 
nefs, the chantings, or recitative of the 
Cathedral fervice. The plow boy chants 
the counter tenor, with unabated ardour 
through the day ; the plowman throwing 
in, at intervals, his hoarfer notes. It is 

under- 
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underflood that this chanting march, which 
may fometimes be heard to a confiderable 
•diftance, encourages and animates die 
team, as the mufic of a marching army, or 
the fong of the rowers. Let this be as it 
may, I have never feen fo much cheerful- 
nefs attending the operation of plowing, 
anywhere, as in Devonfhire. 

The native breed of this DiflriCl are 
Somewhat too imall, for heavy work. But, 
in the North of the county, they are larger, 
and fitter for the yoke and are, indeed, 
on the whole, the beft working cattle I have 
anywhere feen. Thefe breeds will be 
fpoken of, more fully, under the head 
Cattle, 

Oxen are here worked to a full age : 
fometimes to ten or twelve years old. 

I met with no spayed heifers in the 
Diflrift. The art of fpaying does not 
appear to be known in the country. 

III. CART HORSES, fince the intro- 
duction of wheel carriages, are beginning 
to creep into the DiftriCt. They are 
moftly of the black, heavy-heeled, unpro- 
I 3 fitafile 
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fitable breed. However, in the deep pulls 
of this country, a true-drawn, Heady kind 
is required ; but the hardy active breed of 
Suffolk appears, to me, to be better calcu-. 
lated for the foil and furface of this country, 
than the fluggifh fen fort, which is infinu- 
ating itfelf into it. 

But, in a country where draught oxen 
are of fo excellent a quality, and where the 
drivers of oxjteams are lo expert, and at 
prefent fo partial to them, it were pity 
ahnoH to introduce any other animal of 
draught ; unlefs under particular circumflan- 
ces *. It would be as diredt an affront to 
a Heady good fervant, in this Diflridt, to 
“ ordain” him to go with a team of horfes, 

as 



* I have feen a pair of young ftcers, rifing three years 
®Jd, put before, as leaders, the fecond or third day after 
they had been broken into yoke ; and, in a few days more, 
made perfectly tractable, in this intelle£tual capacity. 

The goad is the inftrument ufed in driving, when 
oxen are ufed alone. But if horfes are ufed before them, 
? ftrong kind of whip— a thong tied to the endtf a pliant 
goad is the ordinary inftrument — the identical “ gad” 
which is ufed in Yorkfhire, when oxen and horfes are 
worked together, in a fimilar manner, 



Digitized by Google 



WEST DEVONSHIRE. 119 

as it would be to a Kentifh. plowman, to 
order him to take the charge of a team of 
oxen ; and it might be a crime to do away 
fo valuable a prejudice. 

The hours or work arewell regulated. 
The plowteams make two journies a day, 
as in Norfolk : they go out before eight in 
the morning, and return at twelve. Go 
out, again, before two, and return before 
fix : working about eight hours a day. 



5 - 

IMPLEMENTS. 

IN a Diftridt whofe Rural Management 
is far behind that of many other parts of __ 
the Ifland, and whofe prefent fyftem of 
practice is probably of very antient ori- 
gin, we mud: expedt to find a peculiarity, 
rather than an excellency, in its Implements 
of Husbandry. 

.1. The WAGGONS which have been 
introduced, are of the Weft-country con- 
I 4 ftrudtion ; 
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ftrudtion j with the outer rail bending 
over the hind wheel ; in the fame manner 
as that of the Cotfwold waggon * : a pecu- 
liarity of conftrudtion, which, I find, 
reaches from Glocefterlliire to the lands- 
end j and which, in much probability, has 
been originally copied from a two-wheel 
carriage, that is dill in ufe in Cornwall, 
and which may, pofllbly, have been here- 
tofore common to the more Weftern 
counties. 

II. The CORNISH WAIN is among 
thefimpleft of wheel carriages. It is adapted 
either to oxen or horfes. It is a cart 
without a body ; at lead; without Jides ; 
faving only two ftrong bows, which bend 
over the wheels, to prevent the load from 
preffing upon them. This Implement will 
be mentioned again in the Minutes. 

III. The DRAY, or SLEDGE, of 
this Diftrift, is likewife found in the lowed: 
tank of fimplicity . Merely two fide pieces, 

. joined 

* See Glo. Econ. Vol. I. Page 57. v 
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joined together with crofs bars. It is 
large, firong, and ufeful,on manyoccafions. 

IV. The ‘‘GURRY-BUTT,’' or dung 

/ 

sledge, of Devonfhire, is a fort of Hiding 
cart, or barrow ; ufually of a Hze proper 
to be drawn by one Horfe : fometimes it is 
made larger ; I have feen four oxen draw- 
ing compoft upon a fallow, in one of thefe 
little Implements ; which might, any- 
where, be made ufeful, on many occafions ; 
efpecialiy in moving earth, Rones, rubbifh, 
or manure, a fmall diftance. The fides 
and ends are about eighteen inches high, 
and are fixed ; the load being difcharged 
by overturning the carriage. 

V. The FURNITURE OF PACK 
HORSES varies with the load to be car- 
ried. Hay, corn, ftraw, faggots, and other 
comparatively light articles of burden, are 
loaded between “ crooks formed of 
Willow poles, about the thicknefs of fithe 
handles ; and feven or eight feet long; 
bent as Ox bows ; but with one end much 
longer than the other, Thefe are joined 

in 
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in pairs, with flight crofs bars, eighteen 
inches to two feet long j and each horfe 
is furnifhed with two pair of tliefe crooks ; 
flung together, fo as that the fhorter and 
Hronger ends ihall lie eafy and firmly 
againH the pack fiddle ; the longer and 
lighter ends rifi.ig, perhaps, fifteen or 
more inches, above the horfe’s back, and 
Handing four cr five feet from each other. 
Within, and between, thefe crooks, the 
load is piled, and bound fad together, with 
that fimplicity and difpatch, which long 
practice feldom fails of ftriking out, 

Cordwood, large Hones, and other heavy 
articles are carried between “ short 
crooks y” made of four natural bends or 
knees ; both ends being nearly of the fame 
length ; and, in ufe, the points Hand 
nearly level with the ridge of the pack 
faddle. 

Dung, fand, materials of buildings, roads, 
&c. &c. are. carried in “ potts or 

i 

flrong coarfe panniers ; flung together, like 
the crooks ; and as panniers are ufually 
Hung ; the dung, cfpecially if long and 
light, being ridged up, over the faddle. 

The 
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The bottom of each pot is a falling door, 
on a ftrong and fimple conftrudtion. The 
place of delivery being reached, the trap 
is unlatched, and the load releafed. 

Limp is univerfally carried in narrow 
bags ; two or three of them being thrown 
acrofs a 

Packs addle j which is of wood, and 
of the ordinary conflrudtion. 

VI. ThePLO W,— provincially “ sewl,” 
pronounced “ zewl,” — refembles, in ge- 
neral appearance, the old-fafhioned Plows 
of other Diftridts ; but has three notable 
peculiarities of conftrudtion. It has no 
rice or wreft ; the mold board ftanding 
fome inches above the level of the chip, 
head, foal, or keel of the Plow. This, in 
turning whole ground, is fometimes an 
advantage ; but, in a loofe fallow, fuch a 
tool rather makes a rut than a furrow ; 
half the foil, perhaps, remaining unftirred. 

Another variation in the conftrudtion of 
the Devonftaire Plow is ftill more lingular. 
The fheath, bread:, or Item is not fixed in 
the beam ; but ferves as a regulator to the 

depth 
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depth of the furrow ; and is made longer 
or ffiorter, at the will of the Plowjnan ; 
who fattens it, in the required polition, 
with a wedge, driven into a notch, made 
acrofs the end of the tenon, above the 
beam. 

The third peculiarity of conttructtion lies 
in uniting the principal handle to the foal, 
chip, or keel. In moft old Plows, this 
handle is tenoned into the foal. But, here, 
the foot of the handle is crooked ; ffiooting 
horizontally forward, in a line parallel with 
the foal ; to which it is ttrongly fattened, 
by two thick wooden pins driven through 
them. 

In cafes, where the old fafhioned foal is 
ufed, this is an admirable way of joining 
the handle to it ; giving great ttrength 
and firmnefs of conftrutftion. There is 
fome difficulty in finding pieces of wood, 
fit for this fort of handle ; but, in convert- 
ing top wood, the eye of a good Plow- 
wright is ever on the watch for them. 
For further remarks on this Implement, 
lee the Minutes. 

VII. The 
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VII. The rough HARROWS of this 
Country — provincially “ Drags" — con- 
lift of two parts ; each of three beams ; 
hung together with hooks and eyes ; and 
drawn by the corner of the fofemoft. 
They hang remarkably fteady behind the 
team. 

VIII. The ROLLER of this Diftritf 
has not yet been fumifhed with fliafts, or 
a pole, to check it in going down-hill j 
notwithstanding the unlevelnefs of furface ! 

IX. The «* DRUDGE” is an Implement 
peculiar, I believe, to this part of the 
Ifland. It is a long, heavy, wooden-toothed 
rake ; with the teeth broad, and fet with 
the flat fide foremoft j drawn by oxen or 
horfes, and ufed to colleft the fragments 
of fward, loofened by the plow and har- 
row •, for the purpofe of burning it, in the 
manner which will be hereafter defcribed, 
under the article Sodburning. 

X. The YOKE of Devonfhire is of too 
valuable a conftru&ion to be pafiecj with- 
out 
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out notice. x It is by far the be ft I haver 
anywhere feen. It is at once light, and 
eafy, to the animal. The operative part 
of the woodwork, that which refts upon 
the withers of the Ox, is broad and gently 
convex on the under fide, to lit eafy ; and 
hollowed out, above, to give it lightnefs. 
To prevent this thin part from being fplit 
by the adtion of the bows in work, rivets 
are or ought to be run through it, horizon- 
tally, clofe to the outer fides of the bow 
holes. The fpecies of wood is chiefly 
Alder , fometimes Elm. 

Another moft admirable part, in the 
conftrudtion of this Yoke, belongs to the 
draught iron ; which, infteadof having, 
as is ufual, a Angle ftaple or eye, to receive 
the ring ; the crown of the ftaple -is en- 
larged, and is divided into three compart- 
ments or notches, like thofe of the draught 
iron of a plow ; in order to give the weaker 
Ox'the requilite advantage. An admirable 
thought ; and equally good in theory and 
in practice. 

The bows are invariably, I believe, of 
Elm ; being brought from the Exeter 

quarter 
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quarter of the County, into this Diftridl : 
felling, here, at about 1 8d. a pair : while 
the neighbourhood abounds in AJlo and 
Sallow, with which the farmers might 
make their own bows, or have them made, 
at much lefs expence. 

XI. Some of the TOOLS of this Coun- 
try are not lefs peculiar, than are many of 
its Implements. The shovel is pointed, 
in the manner of the hay fpade of the North 
of England ; refembling the marks on the 
fuit of fpades, in playing cards : a circum- 
ftantial evidence, this, that the tool under 
notice was once the common fpade or Ihovel 
of the Ifland at large *. In this part of it, 
it ftill fupplies the place of both fpade and 
fliovel : there being no fuch tool as either 
a fpade or a fhovel, of the ordinary con- 
iftrudtion, in the hands of farmers or their 
laborers. I have traced this tool as far 
caftward as Wiltfhire. In Dorfetfhire, it 
is common. 

It is furnilhed with a long, ilrong, 

crooked 

* Or arc both Cards aftd pointed Shovels of French 
origin ? 
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crooked handle, the back of the bend being; 
turned upward; and, in ulingit, the hollow 
of the bend is refted upon the thigh, which 
is ufually guarded with a fhield of ftrong 
leather, bound upon it. 

This tool has many good properties. It 
enters any fubftance much eafier than a 
broad-mouthed fhovel or fpade ; and an- 
fwers, in the hands of a Weftcountry mam, 
every purpofe of the (hovel, the fpade, the 
yard fcraper, and the dung fork of other 
Diftridts. As a fubftitute for the laft, 
however, it is lefs eligible, than it is for 
the three firft. 

There are various other peculiarities, in 
the lhape and dimenfions of Tools; but 
none of them are fufficiently excellent, or 
firiking, to be noticed here. Some of them 
may, neverthelefs, be mentioned, in treat- 
ing of the operations to which they be-*- 
long. Thole which are here brought 
forward are fufficient to Ihew, demon- 
ftrably, that the Rural Management of this 
quarter of the Illand has either had a fepa- 
rate origin, or has not partaken of the im- 
provements 5ind changes which that of the 

red 
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reft of the kingdom has undergone. Im- 
plements and utenfils of hulbandry, as of 
war, are among the beft evidences of 
Hiftory. 

6 . 

THE WEATHER. 

THE CLIMATURE; or general ftate 
of the Weather, in this extreme part of the 
Ifland, has been already fpoken of. And 
with refpeift to prognostics; or a fore- 
knowledge of the weather, at any time 
or feafon, I have gained no information, 
here. The barometer appears to be 
little attended to ; and, indeed, all thoughts 
about the weather, even of the morrow or 
the palling day, are conlidered as ufelels j 
until the mifty fusnmit of fome oracular 
mountain announces approaching rain. 

It may be true, that, in this peninfular 
fituation, the weather is lefs certain, than 
in the more central parts of the Ifland ; 
yet, from the obfervations I had an oppor- 
tunity of making, I found the BAROMETER, 

Vol. I. K and 
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and the setting sun to be of the fame 
or a fimilar ufe, here, in forming a judge- 
ment of the weather, as I have ever found 
them, in other places ; though, in this 
country, which may be faid to be fituated 
within the region of rain, the changes from 
fair to foul weather are, no doubt, more 
fudden, than they are, in more eaflerly and 
central fituations. Neverthelefs, I am 
clearly of opinion, that a due attention to 
the barometer and the fetting fun, in the 
fummer months, would amply repay the 
occupiers of lands, for the time and at- 
tention they might have occafion to bellow 
upon them. 

• 7 - 

PLAN 

O F 

THE MANAGEMENT 

O F 

F A R M S. 

Prefatory Remarks. 

AN account of the rise and progress 
of Agriculture, in the feveral Diflri&s 

of 



Digitized by Google 




WEST DEVONSHIRE. 



131 

of the Ifland, would form' an intereftmg 
part of its history. 

That the Rural Managements, now 
found in differ<^t Provinces, have had 
diftindt origins, or have been raifed to the 
ftates in which we now feverally find them, 
by very different circumftances, is moft 
evident. But whether the obvious dif* 
tindtions, which now appear, have arifen, 
from the circumftance of the firfl fettlers 
of the Ifland having migrated from different 
countries ; or from that of fubfequent con- 
querors having introduced their refpedtive 
fyftems ; or that of improvements having 
taken different routes, in different DiftridtS, 
— is by no means a queftion that can be 
promptly anfwered. 

By comparing minute details of the 
practices of different Provinces, with the 
minutiae of practice, obfervable in the fe- 
veral Countries of the Continent, fome- 
thing might be determined refpedting this 
fubject. 

That the outlines of Management, in. 
different parts, have arifen, in fome mea- 
K 2 fure. 
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fure, out of the nature of foils, and the 
Aate of occupancy in which they have 
happened to be placed, is probable, from 
the ftriking fadt, that the general Plan of 
Management, now pradti£*d in the Diftridt 
under view, is, in outline, the fame as that 
of the Midland Diftridt, Atuated at two 
hundred miles diftance, and fevered from 
it by Diftridts purfuing contrary pradtices. 
Both of them have been feme length of 
time in a ftate of inclofure ; both of them 
are productive either of corn or grafs •, and 
both of them have fallen into that routine 
of Management, which, viewed in th^ 
outline, will not, perhaps, admit of much 
improvement : namely, that of fubjedting 
the lands in general to an alternacy of corn 
and grafs ; but preferving the bottoms of 
vallies and dips, in a ftate of perennial grafs 
or meadow land. And, what is remark- 
able, thefe lands, in both Diftridts, have 
been watered, time out of mind : but with 
this ftill more remarkable difference, the 
one was wholly overflowed, and kept co- 
vered with ftagnant water, the other irri- 
gated 
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gated with running water, — agreeably to 
the practice of the South of Europe. 

From this and other circumftances, 
which will appear in the courfe of this 
Survey, it is probable, that the Rural Ma- 
nagement of the Weft of England is of 
French origin. 

To aflift us in gaining a general idea of 
the Plan of Management of this Diftridt 
it will be proper to view 

I. The prefent Objedts of its Huf- 
bandry. 

II. The Courfe of Practice, whereby 
thefe Objects' are attained. 

I. The prefent OBJECTS of Huibandry 
in Weft Devonfhire ; thofe from which 
the Farmer expedts to draw rent, labor, 
and perfonal income ; — are 
Corn, and, of late years, 

Potatoes, 

/ * 
Fruit Liquor, 

Dairy Produce, ' 

Cows, 

Oxen, 

Sheep, 

Swine* 

K 3 -The 
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The crops, at prefent in cultivation, 
are principally. 

Wheat, and 

Barley ; with fome 

Oats j a very few 

Peas ; fome 

Turneps j many 

Potatoes ; with at prefent much 

CloverandRayGrafs; together with 

Meadow Grafs, 

Pafture Land Produce, and 
Fruit. 

The livestock of the Diftridt are 

Working Horfes ; — a few 
Rearing Horfes, 

Working Oxen, 

Dairy Cows, 

Rearing Cattle, 

Grazing Cattle, 

Swine, • 

Breeding Ewes, 

Store Sheep, 

Fatting Sheep, 

Rabbits, 

Poultry, 

II. COURSE 
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II. COURSE OF PRACTICE. Left 
it fhould be faid that the Practice of a 
Country, fo far behind the reft of the King- 
dom, in Rural Improvements, as that which 
is now under view, cannot be a fit fubjedt 
of minute defcription, it may here be pro- 
per to remark, that the Subjedt of Agri- 
culture, viewed to its outmoft limits, is not 
only extenlive, but abftrufe ; and that no 
ESTABLISHED PRACTICE can be fo 
inconfiderable as not to furnifh ufeful ideas, 
if fairly difcufi’ed. Belide, we have feen 
that the outline of its Plan of Management 

o 

is in fome meafure right, and, by due in- 
veftigation, we may be able to detedt mi- 
nutial pradtices, which will throw frelh 
light on the general fubjedt. 

It has been mentioned, as the Pradtice 
of this Diftridt, to keep the cultured lands, 
alternately, in ley grades and arable crops. 
The latter have long been fixed and in- 
variable ; but the number of years allowed 
for the duration of the former depends on 
circumftances, and the judgement of indi- 
viduals. Speaking generally of the Diftridt, 
more than half of its cultured lands are in 
K 4 tem- 
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temporary ley : befides the perennial leys 
or meadow lands ; and befide the rough 
pafture grounds that are not under regular 
cultivation, 

Dividing the arable lands into ten parts, 
five of thefe parts may, in giving a general 
idea of their arrangement, be faid to be. in 
ley or pafture grounds, one under prepa- 
ration for wheat, one in wheat, one in 
barley, one in oats, and ' one in ray grafs 
and clover; following each other in the 
succession, in which they are here fet 
down : namely, 

P&fture, 

Partial Fallow, or Beat-burning, 
Wheat, 

Barley, 1 
Gats, 

Herbage. 

‘ i 

This has been the ordinary Courfe of 
Management, during the laft fifty or fixty 
years; during which lepgth of time, I 
underftand, herbage has been, more or lefs, 
cultivated: a circumftance which does 

predit to the Rural Management of the 
Country. 

About 
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About twenty years ago, the cultivation 
of the potatoe was introduced into this 
Diftridtj and turneps have been more 
or lefs cultivated, for a much longer time ; 
but not in a manner which redounds any 
honor on their cultivators. 

Thefe two crops, being grown on ley 
grounds, have broken in upon the prior 
fyftem of Management : fo that, at this 
juncture, the Diftrift may be faid to be 
without any regular Courfe of Manage* 
ment j and it muft remain in this predi- 
cament, until turneps and potatoes Ihall be 
introduced after wheat or oats, as a fallow 
crop for barley and ley herbage. 



8 . 

’ MANAGEMENT 

o F 

THE SOIL, 

IN this department of the arable Ma- 
nagement, the Hulbandry of Weft Devon* 
' . . fhire 
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rtrtre is very defective. The lands, in 
general, are foul and out of tilth. 
The leys are many of them covered with 
fern and thirties, a few years after they are 
laid down to grafs, as if they had been, for 
ages, in a rtate of commonage ; and, when 
, broken up, are equally difgraced by myriads 
of feed weeds. 

This foul ftate of the Soil is not more 
owing to the fmall number of flowings 
it receives, than to the defedt, which has 
been mentioned, in the conftruition of the 
plow, and the injudicious manner of ufing 
it. The plit, or plowflice, is carried too 
wide ; the fhare is narrow, and the rtern 
of the plow without a wreft to force open 
the furrow. Hence, in plowing broken 
ground, half the weeds are left uncut, and 
the lower part of the foil left almoft wholly 
unrtirred ; the moldboard only Aiding off 
the upper part ; thus covering up the un- 
cut weeds, and giving the land the appearance 
of having been plowed. The confequence 
is, the weeds foon break through their thin 
covering, and take again full polfeflion of 
the furface. I have feen tqrneps, after a 

fallow 
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fallow of three or four plowings, overlhaded 
with fern a foot high, before the turnep 
plants were fit for the hoe. 

Another caufe of imperfedt tillage, in 
this Diftridt, is the unreclaimed flate 
in which much of its arable lands remain, 
with refpedt to large ftones, and rocky 
obftrudtions of the plow and which want 
nothing but fpirit and induftry to remove 
them ; fo as to give an even and fufficient 
depth of furrow. 

The Devonfhire Plowmen, however, 
have hit upon a much eafier way of faving, 
their plows from deftrudtion and them- • 
felves from injury, than that of clearing the 
foil from ftones. Inftead of ufing an iron 
bolt, t6 faften the draught chain to the end 
of the beam, a wooden pin is fubftituted. 
When the (hare ftrikes againft a ftone, the 
pin breaks ; and by this fimple contrivance - 
the neck of the plow and the teeth of the 
Plowman are freed from danger. 

It is probable that, formerly, much has 
been done towards clearing the 
GROUND FROM OBSTRUCTIONS OF THE 

Plow j as a very ingenious method of 

freeing 
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freeing the foil from large hard detached 
floneg has been introduced into practice : 
namely, that of finking them below the foil j 
fo as to give free range for the plow, above 
them. This is done by digging pits be- 
neath them : an operation, however, which 
is fojnewhat dangerous, and requires a 
degree of care and circumfpedtion. 

Cleansing soil from seed weeds. 
I mull not omit to mention, here, an in- 
cident of practice, which was related to 
me, in this Diftridt, by a friend of the 
farmer in whofe practice it occurred. A 
field, particularly fubjeft to wild oats, was 
effectually freed from them, by dunging it 
v/ell, while upder fallow, and by working 
it afterwards, fo as to mix the foil and dung 
intimately together. The confequence of 
this was a full crop of oats ; which was 
mown for hay ; and the foil ever after freed 
from thefe troublefome weeds, 

This incident, though not, perhaps, ac- 
curately Hated (it is not probable that, with 
the imperfedt tillage of this country, every 
individual feed Ihould be brought at once 
into vegetation) Ihews the utility of 

working 
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WORKING A DUNGED FALLOW, before 
the crop be Town : a practice I have ever 
found highly eligible. 

Sodburning. The moil noticeable 
particular of Management, in the Soil 
ProcefsofthisDiftrift, is that of “ burning 
Beat," as it is provincially termed ; an- 
fwering to the paring and burning, or more ' 
technically, fodburning — of other Diftrifts. 

This operation in Agriculture has been 
pra& ifed, in this Weflern part of the Ifland, 
from time beyond which memory npr 
tradition reaches. It has probably been 
imported from the oppofite fhore of the 
Continent. 

In an old tradl which I faw, fome years 
ago, in the British Mufeum, this operation 
is termed devonshiring, and it is to 
this day called Denfhiring, in different 
Diftrifts. 

There are, at prefent, three diflindt 
methods of fepaiating the fward or fod, 
.-provincially the “ fpine” — from the foil. 
The one is performed with a “ beating 
axe” — namely a large adze — fome five or 

fix 
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fix inches wide, and ten or twelve inches 
long j crooked, and fomewhat hollow or* 
difhing. With this, which was probably 
the original inflrument employed in the 
operation, large chips, fhavings, or fods 
are llruck off. It is ftill ufed in rough 
uneven grounds, efpecially where furze or 
the flubs of brufhwood abound* In ufing 
it, the workman appears, to the eye of a 
flranger at fome diilance, to be beating the 
furface, as with a beetle, rather than to be 
chipping off the fward with an edge-tool* 
This operation is termed “ hand 
BEATING.” 

The next Inflrument in ufe is the 
** spade,” refembling the paring fpade, 
or breafl plow, of other Dillridls : with, 
however, in fome inllances at leafl, a 
notable addition : namely a moldboard ! 
fixed in fuch a manner, as to turn the fod 

t 

or turf, as a plow turns the furrow flice 1 
thus becoming literally a breast plow j 
a name which has probably been given to 
the Implement in this flate ; and-continued 
to be applied to the fpade or fhare, after 
the moldboard was laid afide. 

In 
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In working with this tool, the laborer 
proceeds without flopping to divide the 
fods into fhort lengths ; this part being 
done by women and children ; who follow, 
to break the turf into lengths, and fet the 
pieces on edge to dry. 

The price for “ spading” is about 
three halfpence, a fquare perch, of i'8 feet, 
or fixteen or feventeen {hillings a ftatute acre . 

Formerly, it is probable, this inftrument 
was much in ufe ; but, at prefent, it appears 
to be chiefly in the hands of fmall farmers. 

The inftrument at prefent ufed, for fepa- 
rating the fpine or grafly turf from the foil, 
by farmers in general, is the common 
team plow, with fome little alteration in 
the fize and form of the {hare ; according 
to the fancy or judgement of the farmer or 
his plowman ; there being two different 
ways of performing the operation. The 
one is termed * ( Veiling,” the other 
“ Skirting,” or “ Skirwinking.” 

For velling, the {hare is made wide, 
with the angle or outer point of the wing or 
fin turned upward, to feparate the turf 
entirely from, the foil. 

For 
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For skirting, the common fhare is 
ufed ; but made, perhaps, fomewhat wider 
than when it is ufed in the ordinary ope- 
ration of plowing. 

In this mode of ufing the plow, little 
more than half the fward is pared off $ 
turning the part raifed, upon a line of un- 
moved turf ; as in the operation of ribbing, 
rice-balking, raftering, or half plowing. 
The paring of turf in this cafe is from one - 
to two inches thick, on the coulter mar-* 
gin, decreafing in thicknefs to a thin fea- 
ther edge, by which it adheres to the un- 
moved fward. 

Having lain fome time in this flate, to 
rot or grow tender, it is pulled to pieces 
with rough barrows , drawn acrofs the lines 
of turf ; and, having lain in this rough 
flate, until it be fufficiently dry, it is bruifed 
with a roller , and immediately harrowed, 
with lighter harrows ; walking the horles 
one way, and trotting them the other j ta 
fhake the earth out more effectually from 
among the roots of the grafs ; going over 
the ground again, and perhaps again, ac-- 
cording to the feafon, and the judgement of 

the 
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' the manager ; until moft of the earth be 
difengaged. 

The “ beat,” or fragments of turf, 
being fufficiently dry, it is gathered into 
heaps of five or fix bufhels each ; either 
with the “ drudge,” mentioned under 
the Section Implements, firft into rows, 
and then, drawing it along the rows, into 
heaps ; or is pulled together with long- 
toothed hand rakes, adapted to the pur- 
pofe. Th$ former is more expeditious, 
and requires fewer hands j the latter ga- 
thers the beat cleaner, — freer from earth ; 
which is liable to be drawn together by 
the drudge i 

The“BEAT burrows,” or heaps, being 
rounded, and fhook up light and hollow, 
a wifp of rough flraw, — a large handful, — 
is thruft, double, into the windward lide of 
each heap : and, a number of heaps being 
thus primed, a match or flambeau is 
formed, with “ reed” or flraight unthrafhed 
ftraw ; one end of which being lighted, it 
is applied, in fucceffion, to the loofe ragged 
'ends of the wifps of flraw j which readily 
communicate the fire to the heaps. 

Vol.I. L The 
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The center of the heaps being confumecf, 
the outfkirts are thrown lightly into the 
dimples or hollows, and the heaps rounded 
up, as at firft ; continuing to right up the 
burrows until the whole of the beat be 
confunied, or changed, by the action of the 
fire. 

The produce of the firfl fkirting being 
burnt, and fpread over the furface, the 
operation is fometimes repeated ; by run- 
ning the .plow acrofs the lines of the firfl 
Jkirting : thus paring off the principal part 
of the fpine ; again dragging, rolling, har- 
rowing, colle&ing, and burning, as in the 
former operation. 

General Remarks on Sodburning. 

HAVING formerly fpoken, at fome 
length, on the fubjedt now under notice, 
the lefs is requifite to be faid in this place * . 
Neverthelefs, the practice of this country' 
(to which I was a ftranger when I wrote 
the remarks above referred to), tending to- 
confirm the ideas which are there offered 

and 

* See York Econ. Vol, I. page 31 1. 
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And this Didridf being, in all probability, 
the fountain and fource of the pradtice, in 
tbefe kingdoms, it would be improper to 
difmifs a topic, which is of confiderable 
importance to the rural concerns of the 
Ifland, without taking a retrofpedtive view 
of the pradtice, in this quarter of it. 

There needs not a better proof, that the 
pradtice, under the guidance of difcretion, _ 
is not dejlruclhe to foils, nor any way 
dangerous to Agriculture, than the fadt, fo 
fullv afcertained here, that after a conftant 
ufe of it, during, perhaps, a long fuccefiion 
of ages, the foil dill continues to be pro- 
dudtive and, under management in other 
refpedts much below par, continues to yield ' 
a rent equivalent to that drawn from lands 
of equal quality, in more enlightened Dif- 
tridts : and there appears to me ftrong 
reafon to imagine, that, under the prefent 
courfe of management , fodburning is eflen- 
tial to fuccefs. Indeed, inftances are men- 

i 

tioaed, and pretty well authenticated, in 
which men who Hood high in their pro- 
feflion, and of fufficient capitals, having 
been injured or brought to poverty, through 

L 2 their 
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the ir being reftridted from this practice ; 
which may be faid to form a principal 
wheel in the prefent machine or fyftem of 
the Devonfhire husbandry. For it is ob- 
fcrvable, that the Wheat crops of this 
Diitridt, after the burning, liming, and one 
plowing, which will be mentioned in de- 
feribiug the culture of that crop, notwith- 
{binding the accumulated foulnefs of the 
foil, already delcribed, are, in general, 
beautifully clean : and this, though the 
fucceeding crop of Barley may be foul in 
the extreme : a circumflance, perhaps, 

which would be difficult to account for, in 
any other way, than in the check which the 
weeds receive, from the burning. The 
imperfedt tillage, of one plowing and a 
chopping, cannot be allowed to- have any 
fhare, in producing this huffiandlike effedt. 

Let it not, however, be underftood, that 
any fadls, which are here brought forward, 
are intended to ffiew the necejfity of fod- 
burning, in this or any other DiiTxidL • To 
three fourths of the Hland, the pradtice may 
be faid to be unknown ; yet in many parts 
of this unburnt furface of country, if not 

through- 
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throughout the whole of it, the prefent 
(late of hufbandry is preferable to that of 
Devonfhire ; and, whenever clean fal- 
lows, and fuitable fallow crops, (hall 
be introduced, here, and judicioufly mixed 
with the grain crops, agreeably to the 
practice of modern hufbar drv, burning 
beat will certainly be no longer required. 

In faft, the upland foils of this country 
are not adapted to the practice. The foil 
undcf ordinarily good management, is, in 
its nature, produ&ive of clean fweet her- 
bage and, under a proper courfe of huf- 
bandry, never would becon.e coarfe and 
rough (binned, fo as to require this ope- 
ration ; which is, as. has heretofore been 
remarked, peculiarly adapted to old coarfe 
tough fward, whether of dry land or wet, 
light land or (lifF $ and, in much probabi- 
lity, to cold retentive foils, as often as a 
fuitable rotation of crops will permit *. 

That burning the graHy fward of land 
a&s as a stimulus to the foil is every- 
where obfervable : in this Diflrift, I faw a 
L 3 driking 

* See York. Econ. Vol. 1 . Page 313. 
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ftriking inftance of it. A meagre thin- 
foiled lwell, never worth half a crown an 
acre, has, by burning and liming, been 
ftimulated to throw out, part after part, 
ample crops of wheat : which, however, 
were found to exhauft the foil, fo com- 
pleatly, that no after crops of grain were 
attempted ; but the land was fuffered to 
lay down again to reft, and vet remains in 
a ftate of ftill lefs value, perhaps, than it 
was in, before it was broken up for wheat. 

This, however, is not an evidence againft 
the operation of fodburning ; but the 
reverfe. The value of the wheat, thus 
produced, was probably equal to that of the 
fee fimple of the land it grew on; which, 
if a grateful return, of part of this value 
received, had been made,' would probably 
have been put into a much better ftate 
than it W’as in, before it underwent this pro- 
fitable operation, 

Does not lime, when ufed alone, adt as a 
ftimulus ? Does not tillage adt as a ftimu- 
lus ? Yet will any one aflert that calcareous 
earths and tillage are unfriendly to agri-» 
culture ? 
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From what I have feen, in this country, 
of the effects of fedburning, I am more and 
inpre convinced, that, in many cafes, and 
under difcrete management, it forms a 
valuable part of Britifh hulbandry* and 
may become an inflrument of real im- 
provement, in places where it is not, at 
prefent, known ■, efpecially in bringing 
the waste lands of the Illand into a 
proper courfe of cultivation *. 

Political Agriculture appears to 
me to be highly interefted, in the conti- 
nuance of this practice ; which men, who 
farm in clofets, feem defirous to extin- 
guish. But let them theorize with cau- 
tion j and go forth into the field of prac- 
tice, before they venture to draw infe- 
rences, which may prove fubverfive of the 
public good they doubtlefs intend to pro- 
mote. 

Men of landed property, however, 
ought to regard this practice, with a 
watchful eye. Through its means, a 
tenant has it in his power to enrich him- 
L 4 felf, 

* For remarks on the means of cultivating 
waste lands, fee York.. Econ. Vol. I. P. 316. 
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felf, at the expence of his landlord. An4 
although, while he is doing this, he may 
be enriching the Public ; yet proprietors, 
confidered as fuch, have an undoubted 
right to guard their property. But let 
them not, by an ill judged and narrow- 
minded policy, injure, at once, the Pub- 
lic, their tenants, and themfelves. It 
may be prudent ro reftridl tenants, in cer- 
tain cafes, from the ufe of this practice ; 
but to debar them from it, in >11 cafes, 
would be equally impolitic, as to reftrift 

i 

them from the ufe of calcareous earths ; 
or, as is too often the cafe, to debar them 
from the ufe of the plow, where the 
application of it would be beneficial to 
themfelves, ,to their tenants, and to the 
community. This is, in truth, laying up 
their talents in napkins. 

In every case, in which a land- 
lord GIVES UP SPECIAL ADVANTAGES 
TO A TENANT, HE OUGHT TO BE PAID 
DOWN A REASONABLE CONSIDERATION 
FOR SUCH ADVANTAGES ; OR THE TE- 
NANT SHOULD BIND HIMSELF TO PAY, 
DURING A SUITABLE TERM, AN EQUI- 
VALENT RENT. 
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MANURES 

i 

AND 

I 

THEIR MANAGEMENT. 

THE manures, at prefent in ufe, are 
Dung, 

Sea fand, and 

9 i 

' Lime. 

I. DUNG. This is either yard 
dung, or Plymouth dung ; the latter 
arifing from the fcrapings of the ftreets, 
with dung and offal of every kind, which 
populous towns afford, and which, when 
applied to lands that have not been accuf- 
tomed to additions of that nature, never 
fail of producing the mod: favorable effect. 

In regard to the raising of dung, in 
this Diffridt, I have met with nothing 

com* 
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commendable. Farm yards are without 
form, and unguarded from extraneous 
water ; nor are they fupplied with mold or 
other abforbent fubftances, to imbibe and 
retain the fuperfluous juices of the dung. 

II. SEA SAND, This has been a ma- 
nure of the Diftfidt, beyond memory, or 
tradition. 

There are two species ftill in ufe. 
The one bearing ^he ordinary appearances 
of fea fand, as found at the mouths of 
rivers ; namely a compound of the com- 
mon fand and mud. The other appears, 
to the eye, clean fragments of broken 
■(hells, without mixture ; refembling, in 
colour and particles, clean-drefied bran Qf 
wheat.* 

By analyfis, one hundred grains of the 
former contain about thirty grains of 
common filiceous fea fand, with a few 
grains of fine filt or mud ; the reft is cal- 
careous earth, mixed with the animal 
matter of marine fliells. 

One hundred grains of the latter con- 
tain eighty five grains of the matter of 

ftiells. 
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(hells, and fifteen grains of an earthy 
fubftance, which refembles, in colour and 
particles, minute fragments of burnt clay, 
or common red brick. 

Thefe fands are raifed in different parts 
of Plymouth Sound, or in the harbour ; 
and are carried up the efluaries, in barges ; 
and from .thefe, on horfeback, perhaps five 
or fix miles, into the country ; of courfe at 
a very great expence : yet without difcri?- 
mination, by men in general, as to their 
fpecific qualities. The fhelly kind, no 
doubt, brought them into repute, and in- 
duced landlords to bind their tenants to the 
ufe of them ; but without fpecifying the 
fort ; and the bargemen, of courfe, bring 
fuch as they can raife, and convey, at the 
Jeaft labor and expence *. 

But the ufe of fea fand has been for fome 

time 

* It is probable that the fpecimen firft mentioned, is 
above par, as to quality. 1 have feen fand of a much 
f leaner appearance, travelling towards the fields of this 
quarter of the country: and, near Biddeford, in North 
Devonlhire, I collected a fpecimen, under the operation 
.of “ melling” with mold, which contains eighty grains 
percent of clean filiceous fand ! 
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time on the decline in this quarter of the 
county, and is now in a great meafure 
fuperfeded, by 

$ 

III. LIME. This fpecies of manure, 
I underftand, has been more ordefs ufed, 
here, for about fixty years : a proof that, 
heretofore, the Weft of England ftood 
forward in Rural Improvements. 

The only species in ufe is burnt from a 
variegated stone, or marble, raifed near 
Plymouth ; and carried up the different 
eftuaries ; along the banks, and at the 
heads of which there are kilns ; in which 
great quantities are burnt, by men who 
make a bufinefs of burning it. 

The lime kilns of Devonfliire are 
large, and of an expenfive conftru<ftion ; 
feme of them cofting not lefs than thirty 
or forty pounds each. But their duration 
is in proportion : one which has been 
built thirty years is ftill firm and found on 
the outfide. The walls are of extraordi- 
nary thicknefs ; wide enough, on the top, 
for horfes to pafs round the kiln, and de-r 
liver the ftones. 



The 
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The body or infide of the Devonfhire 
kiln is not well formed. The Tides are 

1 - 

too ftraight : the cavity is not fufficiently 
eggfhaped, — is too conical, — too narrow 
in the middle, — the contents, of courfe, 
hang, — do not fettle down freely and even- 
ly, — as they do in a wellfhaped kiln. The 
rim is guarded with a curb of large . 
moorflones. 

The ftones are brought up from the 
water fide, , on horfeback, or upon afles > 
and, being diftributed round the top of the 
kiln, are there broken, and thrown into the 
kiln with fhovels ; without the extra 
trouble of carrying them in baikets : a 
faving, probably, which counterbalances 
the apparently extra expence of carrying 
up the unbroken fiiones, on horfeback, 
inftead of in carts : fo that we have, here, 
as in many other inflances, in Rural Ma- 
nagement, two roads, of fimilar length and 
expediency, leading to the fame end. 

TheFuEL chiefly, or wholly, Weljh culm. 

Lime is separated into two forts, 
at the kiln, Thofe who carry it to a great 

dif- 
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\ * 
diflance, on horfeback, take only the clear* 
knobs, or “ stone lime;” theafhes-ana 
rubbifli being fold, at a lower price, to thofe 
who have lands at a i i iorter diflance from 
the kilns, under the name of “lime 
ashes.” This is a very accurate prac- 
tice, when lime is carried to a great dif- 
tance. 

Upon the whole, the manufacturing of 
lime may be faid to be well conducted, 
in this country; and the preparation 
of it, for manure, is entitled, at lead; on 
the fcore of induflry, to ftill higher praife, 
and to a minute defcription. 

Previous to fetching the lime, “ earth 
ridges” are formed in the field; either 
with mold hacked from the borders of it, 
or with the foil of the area, raifed with 
the plow. The earth thus raifed is bro- 
ken into fmall fragments, and formed into 
long narrow beds. Upon thefe earth 
ridges the done lime is laid ; and covered 
up with the outfkirts of the beds. 

When the lime has burft the covering, 
and is found to be fufficiently fallen, the 

ridges 



Digitized by Goo 



WEST DEVONSHIRE. 



»59 



✓ 

ridges are “ melled •” the earth and lime 
are intimately mixed together ; in a very 
ingenious and effectual manner. The 
workman begins at one end of the ridge ; 
and, with a hack or (ingle-ended mat- 
tock, hacks down the heap ; mixing the 
whole intimately, by beating it with the 
fide of the hack ; raifing it up again with 
the point, and again hitting it fideway, 
with a flight and dexterity to be acquired 
only by pradtice. When the two ingre- 
dients are fufficiently blended, the comport: 
is thrown back, with a (hovel, and formed 
into a roof-like heap ; ftill continuing to 
burft any lumps the hack had milfed, with 
the back of the (hovel, and to mingle the 
parts as evenly as poflible. 

In thefe ridges the compofl; remains, 
until the time of fpreading. 

Lime compofl is spread from the 
ridges, or angular heaps above defcribed, 
by means of gurry buts, or of wheelbarrows. 
When the latter are ufed, it is proper to 
harrow and roll the furface, before the 
operation commences. 

General 
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General Remarks on the Appli- 
cation of Lime as a Manure. ■ 

THE right application of lime to the 
foil, has long appeared to me a fubjeCt 
which deferves the ftriCteft inveftigation. 
In Norfolk, marl being the prevailing 
calcareous manure, I paid the lefs attention 
to lime. In Yorkshire, lime has long 
been depended upon, as a principal 
agent, in the production of arable crops. 
In that Diftrict, therefore, I paid much 
attention to the fubject *. In Gloces- 
tershire, it can fcarceiy be faid to enter 
into the lift of manures. But, in the 
Midland Countie's, it has, for fome 
time paft, been in full eftimation ; and 
fome confiderable attention is paid to its 
application ; efpecially in watering and 
turning over the load heaps, before they 
are fpread out upon the foil -f-. 

‘ In the application of lime to foil, as a 
manure, the perfection of management 

appears 

* See York. Econ. Vol. I. P. 349. 

t See M10, Econ. Vol. I. P. 201. 
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appears to be, from what is at prefent pub- 
licly known on the fubjedt, the incorpo- 
ration of the two fubftances, into one 
homogeneous mafs j or, at leaft, to mix 
the Lime, in a (late of powder, with feme 
portion of foil, in order to ieparate its 
particles, and prevent their adhering in 
lumps, and returning, in this form, to a 
ftate of chalk or marl : for although Lime 

O 

reduced to that ftate may not be loft to the 
foil, as a manure, it probably does not adt 
as Lime, but as Marl ; and, of courle, a 
given -quantity of Lime, laid on in whole 
Hones or large fragments, will not produce 
the fame effedt, in a given time, as it would 
have done, had it been more evenly dis- 
tributed,-^ — inore mechanically affimilated 
with the foil; 

There are two widely differing methods 
of effedting this mechanical union. The 
one is to reduce the foil to a fine tilth ; to 
fpread the Lime evenly over it, in a ftate 
of powder j and to mix them together. 
With the roller and harrow, until 
the whitenefs of the Lime difappears : 
fuffering them to remain in , this ftate, if 

Vol. I. M the 
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the feafon will admit of it, until a fall of 
rain has ftill more intimately united the 
two fubftances. 

The other method is to mix the Lime, 
BY HAND, with a certain portion of foil 
collected for that purpofe ; agreeably to the 
practice of the Diftrict under review. 

In a favorable climate ; in the fummer 
feafon j and where a fufficient quantity of 
Lime can be readily collected ; there can 
'be no doubt as to the fuperiority of the 
firil method : it is more expeditious, much 
lefs expenfive, and infinitely more eom- 
pleat. 

But, in a lefs certain climate and feafon ; 
and where the bufinefs of fetching Lime 
goes on flowly, — continuing, perhaps, 
through the fummer months, the Devon- 
fhire practice, unlels the Lime were lodged, 
under cover, until the land were ready to 
receive it, is certainly the moft eligible. 
The great objection to it is the labor and 
expence which it incurs. The “ hacking 
of vorrage” — the forming of “ earth 
ridges,” the “ melling,” and “ fetting 
about lime and earth” may be faid to 

employ 
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employ a fet of laborers the fummer 
through. 

Experiencing the tedioufnefs and incon- 
veniency of thefe operations, and feeing 
the wetnefs and uncertainty of the climate, 
with relpe&to “burning Bqat,” it ftruck 
me that much time Would be faved, and 
a degree of certainty gained, by uniting 
the two operations of preparing Lime and 
burning Beat : namely, by burning the 
Beat with the Lime ; and by mixing the 
Lime with the alhes aijd foil of the Beat : 
thus faving, on either hand, much labor j 
fetting the feafon, as it were, at defiance 
(for the wetter the Beat the quicker 
would be the operation of the Lime) ; 
and, at the fame time, deftroying the roots 
and- feeds of weeds, with the eggs of 
infedls and animalcula of various kinds, 
and this perhaps with lefs injury to the 
vegetable matter of the Beat, than by the 
ordinary procefs of combuftion. Strongly - 
impreffed with thefe ideas, I fet about 
carrying them into execution. The refult 
will appear, in the Minutes. 

‘ M 2 SEMINATION. 
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IO. 

SEMINATION. 

I GATHERED no general information, 
refpedting this department of the arable 
Management, in the Diftri<ft under view. 
Every thing is fown broadcaft. A modern 
drill made its appearance fome years ago j 
but it has been laid afide. 

The method o£ feminating the Wheat 
cfop, here, is lingular. It will appear in 
its place ; under the head Wheat. 

i 



I I. 

THE MANAGEMENT 

O F 

GROWING CROPS. 

THE Management of Crops during 
their Growth, is confined to hand- 
weeding, which is performed with or- 

JL 
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dinary care. The hoing of Field Crops has 

not yet been introduced : not even for , 

Turneps ! as will appear under that 

head. 

The VERMIN of arable crops are 
below par, in number and deftrudtivenefs. 

Game is kept within bounds : there 
are few Hares, and no Pheafants. 

Pigeons are not numerous. 

'Rooks, in fome places, are evidently 
too numerous. 

1 

Sparrows are in conffderable number j 
and require to be checked : a bufmefs 
which reds with Farmers ; who can have 
no color of complaint againft Gentlemen 
for encouraging Rooks, while the more 
injurious Sparrows are fuffered to remain 
in force. 

Wild deer were formerly common, 
in the woods of this Diftridt, and were 
found very injurious to the verging crops. 

But, through the good offices of the late 
Duke of Bedford, the country is now 
nearly free from them, , 

M 3 HARVESTING. 



Digitized by Google 




i66 



HARVESTING. 



12 . 

HARVESTING. 

TIIE Harveft Management, at prefent 
eftablilhed in the DiflxiCt, has evidently 
rifen out of the practice of carrying home 
harveft produce on horfeback. For al- 
though this practice has in fome degree 
been laid afide, the operations of Harvelt 
(that of carrying excepted) are the fame 
as they were, before the introduction of 
wheel carriages. • , 

Every article of corn produce is bound ; 
ev;en the rakings of barley and oats that 
have been mown ! But this, in the 
horfeback hufbandry, was perfectly right. 
Sheaves, or bundles of any fort, are not 
only much fitter for loading between 
crooks, but are handier to be pitcht, or 
rather flung, from the ground or floor, to 
the top of the rick or mow, in the manner 
that will be defcribed, than loofe corn. 

I have 
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I have feen ralcings wafted ; becaufe there 
was not time to bind them, before the 
rain fet in ; though waggons were ftanding 
by, to receive them. 

Formerly, it feems, loofe corn, which 
had been cut with the fithe, was “ led” in 
“ trufl'es,” — or large bundles, each a horfe- 
load, bound together with two ropes, and 
laid acrofs a “ pannel” or pad faddle, and 
fteadied or “ led” by a woman or youth, 
from the field. This was called “ trufs 
leading” or “ leading” — a term which is 
common at this time, in the North of 
England, and in Scotland, for carrying, 
hauling* or drawing hay, corn, or other 
article, on a carriage ; and which, perhaps, 
owes its origin to an obfolete and forgotten 
pradlice, of a fimilar nature, in thofe Pro- 
vinces. 

In a general view, the Harveft Manage- 
ment of this Diftri# is below that of many 
others : neverthelefs it differs, in various 
r^fpefts, from that of every other part of 
the kingdom ; and certainly merits a place 
in a regifter of the prefent ftate of Englifh 
Hufbandry. 

x M 4 The 1 
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The particulars which require to be de- 
tailed are thefe: 

I. Hewing Wheat, and Raking the 
Stubbles. 

v 

II. Setting up Shocks. 

III. Making Arrifh Mows. 

IV. Turning Corn in Swath. 

V. Binding Oats and Barley out of 
Swath. 

VI. Carrying Sheaves on Horfeback, 

VII. Pitching them to the Mow or 
Stack. 

VIII. Form of Corn Stacks. 

IX. Thatching Corn Stacks. 

I. HEWING WHEAT. This is a kind 
of mowing with one hand. The “ Y owing 
Hook” is formed much like the common 
fharp-edged “ hand reaping hook”- of this 
ancl other places but fomewhat larger 
every way — longer, broader, and Router j 
with a hooked knob at the end of the 
handle, to prevent its flipping out of the 
hand. 

With this inftrument, the corn is ftruck 
at, horizontally, and almofl: clofe to the 

ground. 
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ground, with the one hand ; while the 
other hand and arm Jirike it, at the fame 
inftant, about the middle of the ftraw ; 
thus driving it, upright, againft the {land- 
ing corn : the workman taking a fweep, 
round as much as will form a Iheaf, and 
colledting the whole together, jn the cen- 
ter, into a fort of leaning cone ; finally 
llriking the hook under its bafe, to difen- 
gage it entirely from the foil ; but flill 
l’upporting it, with the left or loofe arm 
and the leg, until the hook be put beneath 
it, to lift it, horizontally, to the band. 

In variation of this method, I have feen 

\ 

the hewer force his way up one fide of a 
narrow ridge, againft: the wind, and back 
on the other fide ; thus collecting half a 
fheaf ; and then fetching another half Iheaf 
in the fame manner. 

This practice is not peculiar to the Weft 
of England: it has long been in life, in 

the Southern Counties of Kent and Surrey : 
where, however, it is confidered as a 
fiovenly and bad practice. If a crop of 
wheat be free from weeds, and Hand well 
upon its legs, this method of cutting is 

expeditious 
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expeditious and eligible enough : but, if 
the corn be lodged or ravelled, or foul at 
the bottom, with green fucculent weeds* 
it is altogether improper : indeed, in the 
former cafe, it requires expert workmen 
to make good work. 

A sithe, in good hands, will make 
pqual or better work, and is ftill more 
expeditious. 

To fecure the fcattered corn, which 
this loofe method of cutting leaves upon 
the ground, women or boys colled; and 
fet up the fheaves \ and are followed by 
women with rakes, to draw together the 
lcofe corn; gleaning being feldom 
permitted, until the {hocks be out of the 
fields *, 

l 1 ' ■ / *• 

II. SHOCKS are here formed of ten 
{heaves, fet up in an extraordinary man- 
ner. Nine of them are crouded together 
in a fquare, of three {heaves every way, 

and 

* Another diftinguifhing trait of the Devonshire 
Husbandry 'is marked, by the Harvest Holla, — 
which is here given when the cutting of ivhcat is finifhed; 
and not, according to the ordinary cuftom of England, 
when the laft load of Com is drawing home. 



• . 
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and the tenth is put over them, as a cloak 
Or hood the whole forming a fort of 
cone or pyramid. 

This is evidently a bad practice. » Thq ' 
clofe pofture of the {heaves prevents a 
circulation of air among them ; the center 
fheaf being wholly excluded from it. 
And, in mofl cafes, the covering is very 
imperfect j one fheaf, unlefs very large and 
the ftraw very long, is not fufficient to 
fecure the reft from rain water ; but rather 
ferves to conduct it into the centers of the 
upright {heaves. 

Shocks of ten {heaves, with eight fet up 
in a double row, and with two inverted as 

hoods or thatch, are much more" fecure and 

/ : :■ 

eligible. For the pethod of fetting up • 
Shocks of this defcription, fee Mjd. Econ, 
Vol. II. page 160. 

III. « ARRISH MOWS”— or Field 

t 

Stacklets. In a late harveft, and in a moift 
climature, like that of Weft Devonlhire 
and Cornwall, efpecially after a wet fum- 
mer, which feldom fails of filling the butts 
of corn {heaves with green fucculent 

k . V J M !»*•*»* .-if, ' 1 

herbage, 
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herbage, — fecuring the ears from injury, 
and at the fame time expofing the butts to 
the influence of the atmcfphere, is, felf- 
evidently, an admirable expedient. 

The fize of Arrifh Mows varies. Thofe 
which I have obferved, generally contained 
about a waggon load of {heaves. But they 
may be made of any fixe from a fhock of 
• ten fheaves to a load. 

The method of making them is this : 
a fort of cone, or rather fquare pyramid, 
being formed with {heaves fet upon their 
butts, and leaning towards the center, the 
workman gets upon them, on his knees ; 
an afliftant putting {heaves, in their pro- 
per places, before him ; while he crawls 
round the “ mow treading them, in this 
manner, with his knees, applied about the 
banding place ; and continuing thus to lay 
courfe after courfe, until the mow be 
deemed high enough : obferving to con- 
trad: the dimenflons as it rifes in height, 
and to fet the {heaves more and more up - 
right, until they form, at the top, a fharp 
point, fimilar to that of nine {heaves fet up 
as a lhock ; and, -like this, it is capped with 

an 



Digitized by Google 



I 






WEST DEVONSHIRE. 



173 

an inverted fheaf, either of corn or of 
** reed the principle, and the form 
when finifhed, being the fame in both ; 
namely, a fquare pyramid: a form which 
would feem to have been taken from the 
pyramidal fhock *. \ 

Where corn is put up into thefe little 
flacks it is confidered as fafe, and is fuf- 
fered to fland fome weeks in them. I 
have feen fheep feeding in the flubble, , 
while the corn was Handing in thefe piles. 

The only difad vantage, perhaps, of this 
mode of harvefting, which is applicable 
to oats or barley as well as to wheat, is 
that of mice being thereby liable to be 
conveyed from the field to the barn. 

IV. TURNING CORN SWATHS. 
This I have feen done by hand. The 
Corn, being gathered up carefully in the 
hands and arms, the turners face about, 
and fpread it evenly upon frefh dry ground. 
This is an accurate mode of turning j and 
a good preparation for binding. But the 

turning 

* Have not thefe practices been imported from the 
Continent i 
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turning of Corn Swaths is more generally- 
done , with flender .poles, cut out of the 
hedges, fix Or eight feet long, about the 
fize of a flail handle, and fomewhat crooked : 
a tool which I have feen ufed in other 
Di drifts. It is peculiarly well adapted to 
the purpcfe of lifting over Swaths and 
ought to be everywhere in ufe *. 

V. BINDING CORN SWATHS; . 

v *• • 

In general, however* the Harvefting of 
mown Corn is done in a flovenly manner: 
The mowing is roughly performed, and the 
binding executed in a ftill coarfer manner: 

In harvefting Oats, which had flood tod 
long before they were cut* I have feen one 
fourth, if not one third, of the crop left 
fhed upon the ground. In common. prac- 
tice, a very confiderable fhare of the crop 
is harvefted in the form of Takings * fo 
much being left on the ground, after the 

fheaves 

• * I have elfewHere afltgned my reafon for defcending 
to the Minutiae of the Harveft: Management. (See 
Mid. Econ. Vol. II. p. 231.) The talk of rcgiftering 
the Manual Operations of Hufbandry is irkfome in the 
extreme. And nothing but a full conviction of Its 
utility could induce me to perform it. - 
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fheaves are removed, that it requires to be 
raked both ways ; namely, to be gone over 
twice ; the fecond raking being at right 
angles to the firfl. 

In binding, the Swaths are rolled into 
“ fkoves,” with fhort rakes ; the band 
flretched over the bundle ; the ends, one 
in each hand, forced beneath it ; the bundle 
lifted up, turned over, and the twilled ends 
of the band tucked in. 

- If the crop be fhort, “ reed” is ufed for 
binding it : it was with the utmofl diffi- 
culty I got a field of barley y which, through 
the thinnefs of the foil and the drynefs of 
the fummer, was too fhort for bands, and 
which was clean, and in the highefl order 
for flacking, — carried to' the flack in wag- 
gons, without the cxpence and trouble of 
tying it up in bundles. 

In a climate fo uncertain as that of Weft 
Devonfhire ; and moll efpecially in a late' 
harvefl ; fetting up mown corn in finglets, 
agreeably to the pradlice of the North of 
England, would, I am convinced, be the 
mofl eligible practice. For the method of 
fetting up corn in this manner, fee York. 
Econ. Vol. I. page 390. - 

VI. In 
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VI. In CARRYING SHEAF CORN 

ON HORSEBACK, the Sheaves are packed . 

in between the crooks, head to tail, with 
\ • 

the butts outward, and carried up even * 
piling the load confiderably above the 
horfe’s back. The lower part of the load 
is laid in by hand, the upper part piled up 
with a fork ; which being fet firmly under 
one of the crofs bars of the crooks, a rope, 
previoufly thrown over, is pulled down tight 
and fattened * the fork being a flay or 
purchafe to pull againtt. 

A firing of horfes being thus laden, a 
boy travels them foberiy to the barn or rick 
yard ; where they are unloaded, by pufhing 
back the upper part of the load with the 
fork, throwing it over the .tail of the horfe 
to the ground, or upon a cloth laid to. re - 
ceive it ; the crooks being cleared, by 
hand, in a fomewhat immechanical manner. 

The whole firing unloaded, the boy 
mounts, and, Handing upright between tjie 
crooks, trots or perhaps gallops his horfes 
back to the field ; frequently, to the no 
fmalldillnay, or perhaps injury, of peaceful 
travellers. A fomewhat uncivilized practice. 

VII. PITCHING 
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VII. PITCHING CORN SHEAVES. 
The Sheaves being thus left upon the floor 
or ground, without any advantage from a 
carriage, where the mow or Rack rifes" to a 
height above the reach of an ordinary fork, 
an expedient has been Itruck out, and 
brought, by praftice and the emulation of 
young men, to an extraordinary degree of 
flight and expertnefs. They are fiung , 
provincially “ pitched” from the point of a 
prong, formed very narrow in the tines, 
over the head of the pitcher ; a boy placing 
the (heaves fairly before him. I have feen 
a man thus pitchinc sheaves up to the 
roof of a Rack above the ordinary height, 
throwing them feveral feet above the reach 
of his fork. 

The fpring is got by the arms and the 
knee jointly ; or is done at arms length. 
When the height is very great, or the 
(heaves heavy, two men’s exertions, it feems, 
are joined : one man placing the tines of his 
pick under the “ftem" or handle of the 
other ! Much probably depends on the 
forming of the tines of the prong : they 
contract upwards to an acute angle : the 

Voj.. I. N (heaves. 
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{heaves, of courl'e, part from them with a 
degree of fpring, given by the ftraw com- 
preii'ed between them. 

VIII. The FORM OF STACKS. 
The Item is u finally carried up fquare, and 
high ; but the roof very flat, and hipped, 
or Hoped on every fide : fo that the roof, 
which in many Diftridts contains nearly 
one third of the contents of the Hack, does 
not here, perhaps, contain a fixth of it. 
The difficulty of pitching from the ground, 
and the excellency of “ reed” as a thatch, 
may have affifted in fixing this prevailing 
faftnon. 

IX. The METHOD OF THATCH- 
ING STACKS, in Weft; Devonfhire, is 
very judicious and effedtual. The “ reed” 
is fpread thinly and evenly over the roof, 
and is fattened with “ fpars” or hazel rods, 
pegged down to the butts of the Iheaves, 
and covered by the next courfe of reed, in 
the manner that reed roofs are laid, in 
Norfolk. 

But, in Cornwall, I faw the reed fattened 

on 
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on with ftraw ropes, ftretched horizontally, 
within a few inches of each other ; as in 
the Highlands of Scotland ! 

General Observations. Upon the 
whole, the bufinefs of Harveft, except in 
as much as relates to the Field Management 
of mown Corn, and the forming of Wheat 
Shocks, may be laid to be well conducted, 
in this Diftridt. It is true, that corn in 
general is here allowed lefs field room, or 
time between the cutting and the carrying, 
than it is in moil other places ; but, feeing ' 
the uncertainty of the climate, in this 
peninfular fituation, the deviation is evi-* 
dently on the right fide. 



* 3 - 

N 

THE MANAGEMENT 

O F 

HARVESTED CROPS. 

THE Homeftall Management of this 
Country, varies fo little from the ordinary 
practice of the Kingdom at large, as fcarcely 
N 2 to 
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to require particular notice. There are, 
however, two or three peculiarities of 
Management which require to beregiftered. 

I. HOUSING STACKS BY HAND 
is not uncommon. Under the horfe-and- 
crook fyfiem, it is perfectly eligible ; and, 
where carriages are in ufe, it is compara- 
tively more expeditious, than an Eaft- 
countryman would readily allow. In an 
inftance noticed, five men houfed about 
eight loads of wheat, in feven or eight 
hours. Two men, upon the ftack, bound 
the (heaves, in bundles of ten each, with 
ropes, and let them down, upon the (houl- 
ders of other two men, who carried them to 
the barn, from thirty to forty yards difiance, 
and handed them up to the fifth man, on 
the mow. This piece of a fiack would 
have broken deep into the day’s work of -a 
team ; and, in a bufy time would have coft 
twice the money the wages of thefe five 
men amounted to ; which, at a fhilling a 
day, was not more titan three or four (hil- 
lings. 

_ -< 

II. The 
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II. The method of THRASHING 
WHEAT, in this Diftridt, and throughout 
the Weft of England, is too lingular to be 
patted without notice. While ftraw con- 
tinues to be ufed as thatch, the practice is 
highly profitable. 

The objcft of this method of Thrafhing 
(which is applicable to rye, as wall as to 
wheat), is to extract the grain from the 
ear, with the leaft polfible injury to the 
ftraw. To this end, the ears are either 
thrafhed lightly with the flail, or they are 
beaten acrofs a cafk, by hand ; until the 
grain be got pretty well out of them. If 
the corn is fmutty, the latter is the more 
eligible method. 

The next operation is to fufpend the 
ftraw, in large double handfuls, in a fhort 
rope, fixed high above the head, with an 
iron hook at the loofe end of it ; which is 
put twice round the little flieaflet, juft 
below the ears, and fattened with the hook's 
laying hold of the tight part of the rope. 
The left hand being now firmly placed 
upon the hook, and pulling downward, fo 
as to twitch the ftraw hard, and prevent 

N 3 the 
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the ears from flipping through it, the butts 
are freed from Ihort flraws and weeds, by- 
means of a fmall long-toothed rake or comb, 
This done, the rope is unhooked and the 

reed” laid evenly in a heap. 

A quantity of clean ftraight unbruifed 
ftraw, or “ reed,” being thus obtained, it is 
formed into fmall fheaves, returned to the 
floor, and the ears thrafhed again with the 
flail, or is again thralhed by hand over the 
calk, to free it effectually from any remain- 
ing' grain, which the former beating might 
have milled. . 

Laflly, the reed is made up into large 
bundles — provincially “ fheaves” — of 36 
pound each ; with all the ears at one end ; 
the butts being repeatedly punched upon the 
floor, flrft in double handfuls, and then ha 
the flaeaf, until they are as even, as if they 
.'had been cut off fmooth and level, with a 
flthe, or other long edgetool j while the 
flraws lie as flraight, and are almofl as flout, 
as thofe of inferior reed, or Items of the 
Arundo. 

It is not for the purpofe of thatch, only, 
that the flraw of wheat is carefully preferved 

from. 
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from the aftion of the flail ; but for the 
purpofe of litter alfo ; it being found to lafl 
or wear much longer, in this capacity, than 
foftly bruifed ftraw ; which may be laid to 
be already on the road of decay, and to have 
palled the firfl: llage toward the dunghill. 

Women fometimes a (Till their hulbands 
in the work of thrafliing wheat, in this 
manner ; as in beating it over the calk, or 
in raking out the loofe llraw, as well as in 
making up the reed*. 

In thrashing barley and oats, the 
opened Iheaves are piled on one fide of the 
floor, and drawn over, heads-and-tails, to 
the other ; the thralhers of the Weltern, as 
well as of the Northern extremity of the 
Kingdom, keeping ftroke ; — and, here, this 
N 4 animating 

* In one inftance, I faw a frame, for beating the ear* 
over, iirflead of a calk ; the conftrudtion fomewhat re- 
fembling that of a very wide, Ihort, crooked ladder, fup- 
ported nearly horizontally, with its convex fide upward ; 
the crofs bars being fet edgeway, and a few inches from 
each other ; and with an angular piece of wood funning 
lengthway through the middle of the frame, and riling 
above the crofs bars, — to feparate, and fprepd with greater 
eafe, the ears of the corn; and thereby to render the ftrokes 
the more effective. 
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animating practice is fometimes extended 
to four thraihers working in the fame barn j 
performing a peal, which, though mono- 
tonous, is not difpleafing to the ear. 

Fodder straw is here bound in. very 
large, long, two-banded trufies ; no doubt 
that it may be the more eafily “ led” to the 
place where it is wanted. And where 
carriages are in ufe, the pradtice is continued. 

III. The' lad particular of Pradtice, 
noticeable under the prefent head, is that of 
WINNOWING WITH THE NATU- 
RAL WIND. Farmers of every clafs 
(fome few excepted) carry their corn into 
the field, on horfeback, perhaps a quarter 
of a mile, from the barn, to the fummit of 
fome airy fwell ; where it is winnowed, by 
women ! the midrefs of the farm, perhaps, 
being expofed, in the fevered: weather, to 
the cutting winds of winter, in this flavifh, 
and truly barbarous employment. The 
obfolete pradtice of the Northern extremity 
of the Ifland, in which farmers loaded their 
wives and daughters with dung, to be 
carried to the fields on their backs, was but 

a little 
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a little more uncivilized. The machine 
fan, however, is at length, making its way 
into the W eftern extremity. 



J 4- 

MARKETS. 



Plymouth, and its environs, form the 
metropolis of the Diflrid, in which its 
various products may be faid to concenter. 
The confumption, there, depends much 
however upon the circumftances of War 
and Peace. 

Tavistock, neverthelefs, has a good 
corn market : a large flour mill, in this 
place, is conduced with judgement and 
fpirit. 

The stock fairs of the Diftrid are 
chiefly thofe of Taviftock ; where very 
great numbers of lean cattle, bred .in Corn- 
Yvall and Welt Devonfliire, are bought up, 

by 
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by Somerfetfhire and other Eaft-country 
Graziers. There are, however, feveral 
viLLAGEFAiRs,in this, as in other parts of 
the Ifland. 



X S- 

W H E A T, 

AND ITS 

i 

PARTICULAR MANAGEMENT. 

«. » 

. IN regiftering the minutial Management 
of this and the other crops of the Diftridt, I 
fhall follow the fame Plan of Arrangement, 
as I have, on every other occafion, found it 
right to purfue. 

I. The SPECIES of Wheat ufually 
cultivated is the common white Wheat. 

H. SUCCESSION. It is univerfally 
fnvn on ley ground. 

III. SOIL. It is grown on every fort. 

IV. 'I'lie 

V * 
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IV. The SOIL PROCESS is moftly that 
which has been defcribed, under the general 
head. Management of the Soil : 
namely, that of cutting or tearing off the 
fod, and burning it. But this is not inva- 
riably the practice : fometimes the Ley is 
broken up by a full depth plowing; which, 
I think, is called “ rotting the fpine.” To 
this fucceeds a fort of rough baftard fallow ; 
the roots and rubbifh, which harrow up, 
being burnt, if the weather be favorable. 

V. MANURE. Formerly, .sea sand 
and dung were in ufe. Now chiefly 
Lime, with perhaps a fmall portion of 
dung. The method of Limjng ha? 
been defcribed. See page 158, 

VI. SEED PROCESS, This is one 
of the many operations, belonging to the 
eftablifhed practice of the Diftridl under 
furvey, which have fo little refemblance to 
the eftablifhed practice of the Bland at 
large, that they can fcarcely be conlidered 
as belonging to Britilh hufbandry. 

A mere Provincialift of the central, or 

the 
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the Northern parts of the Ifland, might 
travel through all the countries of Europe, 
and not find practices lefs foreign to his 
own, than thofe of Devonshire. 

The time of sowing Wheat is late ; 
the feed time continuing from Odober to 
near ChriStmas. The reafon given for 
late fowing is, that “ early fown crops are 
liable to weeds.” This precaution, added 
to the burning and the lime (as before 
mentioned), account more fully for the 
cleannefs of the Wheat crops of this Dif- 
trid, notwithstanding the foulnefs of the 
foil with refped to weed feeds. But in a 
backward and uncertain climature, late 
fowing cannot be altogether right. 

The seed plowing, which, in the 
ordinary pradice of the DiStrid, is the only 
full-depth plowing given for Wheat, takes 
place immediately previous to the fowing. 
The foil is, 1 believe, invariably, laid up in 
narrow lands ; and, in general, diagonally 
acrofs the field ! The ufual width is four 
bouts, or eight plits ; one plit, or narrow 
balk, being left Standing in each inter- 
furrow. 

Pre-» 
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Previous to the fowing, the entire fur- 
face of the field is hacked over, by 
hand ! with large heavy hoes or hacks : 
each man taking two plits ; which, in the 
feed plowing for Wheat, are plowed of a 
narrow width, and which, in this operation, 
are cut into fquare clods, the fize of fpits 

or fpade bits : and, it is very probable, 

/ 

the practice has grown out of the hand cul- 
ture, which, in every country, probably, 
preceded the ufe of the plow. 

The quantity of seed from two to 
two and a half Winchefter bufhels. 

Sown in feparate ridges, and at one caff. 

Covered, with light harrows and two 
horfes. * 

Adjusted, in an extraordinary manner. 
Until very lately, the interfurrows were 
univerfally hacked and fhovelled out, by 
hand. The unplowed flips, having been 
reduced to fragments with hacks, were 
thrown over the ridges, or into hollows or 
vacancies, by the fides of the furrows, and 
the furface other wife adjufted, withfhovcls. 
Now, it is become the more general prac- 
tice, to open the furrows with the plow \ a. 

double 
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double mouldboard plow being ufed by fome 
farmers. The rows or ridgcts of foil and 
clods, forced up by the plow, on either fide 
of the furrow, are afterwards pulled up- 
ward, and the furface in general adjufted, 
with “ haul-to’s” — or three-tined dung 
drags ; giving the ridges, with this rude 
tool, a degree of finilh. 

General observations. It need 
not be remarked, that the fetting about, and 
the fpreading of lime and earth,— hacking 
over the ridges, and finally adjufting them, 
require a great fupply of hand labour. 
Ten acres of Wheat put into the ground, 
in the manner <Jf this Diftridf, take up 
more manual labor, than fifty acres fown in 
the ordinary way. Neverthelefs, the labor 
is not all loft ; the land, befide receiving 
additional tilth in the operation, is more 
evenly fceded, and with a lefs quantity of 
feed, than it would require without it ; and, 
in a country where labor is plentiful and 
cheap, it might be wrong to withhold any 
part of it, fo long as the prelent fyftem of 
management fhall be purfued. 



The 
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The other operations, refpefting the 
culture of Wheat, are fufficiently explained, 
under the GENERAL HEADS. 

VII. The PRODUCE OF WHEAT, 
by the Jiatute acre , is eftimated at twenty 
Winchefter bufhels. 



1 6. 

BARLEY, 

AND ITS 

MANAGEMENT. , 

* 

AFTER what has been faid, in deferr- 
ing the GENERAL OPERATIONS of the 
Arable Management, little remains 
to be added, here. 

I. The SPECIES of Barley grown is 
chiefly, or wholly, the common long 

eared 
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jeared kind i Other forts, it feems, have' 
been tried ; but have been given up for 
this. 

II. The SUCCESSION. Barley fuc- 
ceeds Wheat, qr Turneps, or fometimeS 
Barley itfelf: the laft of the three grain 
crops, which the prefent fyftem of aration 
requires , being in this cafe Barley, inftead of 
Oats. 

III. The SOIL. Barley is grown on all 
the better lands j which, indeed, are the 
bell adapted to this grain. On the thinner 
foils, towards the Moorfides, Oats are more 
generally cultivated. 

IV. TILLAGE for Barley. After 
Wheat, two plowings, or rather one plowing 
and a half: after Turneps, one plowing; 
the charlock and other weeds being previ- 
oufly burnt ! 

V. MANURE. Seldom any ufed, I 

believe, for Barley. 



VI. SOW- 



\ 
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VI. SOWING. Time of sowing— 
April. Quantityof seed — fourbufhels 
and upward ! Method of sowing— 
broadcaft, above. 

,VII. WEEDING. Uqiverfally, I be- 
lieve, hand-weeded. * - 

For HARVESTING, THRASHING, &C. 
fee the General Heads. 

Produce of Barley — from thirty to forty 
bulhels an acre. It is, of courfe, a profi- 
table crop ; and ought frequently, to be 
grown on lands, which are forced to produce 
Wheat. 



* 7 - 

OATS. 

THE species moftly black; as being 
lefs liable to be difcoloured in this moifi: 
dirty climate. Tillage, one plowing. 
Time of sowing, February and March. 
Vol. I. O Quan- 
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OATS. 



Quantity of seed, five or fix bufhels. 
Produce, not regiftered. 

Indeed, the culture of this crop being in 
a confiderable degree confined to the Moor- 
fide farms, I paid the lefs attention to its 
culture. 



1 8. 

rx 

T U R N E P S. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the Unhuf- 
bandlike manner, in which Turneps are 
ftill cultivated, in this Diftridt, it is more 
than half a century fince they were intro- 
duced into field culture : — a ftrong evi- 
dence of the fupinenefs of the Devonshire 
hulbandmen. 

I. The SPECIES, various ; but not ex- 
cellent. The proper method of railing the 

feed 
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feed does not appear to be underftood; or 
is not attended to *. 

1 

II. SUCCESSION. Turneps are in- 
variably fown on grafs land. There never, 
perhaps, had been an acre of turneps grown 
in the Diftridt, after a grain crop, until I 
introduced the pradtice. Some account of 
the attendant circumftances will appear, in 
the Minutes. 

III. TILLAGE, &c. for Turneps, is the 
fame as for Wheat. Namely, veiling of 
Hurting ; burning ; and one pldwing. 

IV. For MANURE, the Beat ashes 
are chiefly depended upon ; and without 
them, it has been believed, no Turneps 
could be grown. 

/ 

V. The SOWING is done chiefly, in 
July. The quantity of seed, one to 
two pints. 

O 2 VI. The 

• t 

* For the Norfolk pra&ice, in raifing Turnep feed, 
fee Norf. Econ. Vol. I. P. ay8. 
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Vi. The HOING of Turneps has not 
yet found its way into the ordinary practice 
of the Di/tridh In Autumn, the Turnep 
grounds are as yellow, as Muftard Fields 
in May ; and, in winter, as white with the 
opened pods of the Charlock, as Hubbles 
in Autumn : the filvery pods and withered 
branches of the weeds, /hading and nearly 
hiding the green tops of the Turneps: 
not in the immediate DiRridt of the Ration 
only ; but in other parts of the County. 
This phenomenon /truck me moR forcibly 
in travelling between Exeter and Plymouth, 
in the latter end of December 1791* 

Many individuals, it is true, attempt to 
draw the weeds, by hand ; piling them in 
heaps, upon the ground. But the whole 
crop, I apprehend, is rarely, if ever got 
through, in this way. And what is done, 

, is probably done at a much greater expence, 
than hoing would have incurred. 

VII. The EXPENDITURE of Tur- 
nips is judicious. They are chiefly drawn, 
and thrown upon ley grounds, to cattle 

and 
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and fheep ; or carried to flails, for fatting 
cattle ; agreeably to the Norfolk practice ! 



General Observation on the Tuk- 
nep culture. 

It is not fitting, nor likely, that this part 
of the Ifland, alone, fhould remain much 
longer a difgrace to Britifh Agriculture, in 
refpeCt to the culture of this valuable crop. 
And yet, if I may judge from my own ex- 
perience, the hand hoing of Turneps can- 
not readily be introduced. For although, 
by perfonal attention, I fucceeded equally to 
my expectation ; yet, whenever that at- 
tention was galled off, a relaxation or neg- 
leCt of the operation took place : fo rooted, 
and difficult to eradicate, is the cuflom of 
half a century, 

If I were to venture to recommend any 
practice, to the Gentlemen who are now 
evincing a defire of roufing their country- 
nien to a fenfe of their delinquency, it would 
he to change, entirely, the prefent mode of 
railing Turneps ; and to adopt that which 
has been lately ltruck out, in the South of 
O 3 Scot- 
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Scotland, and which is now making its 
\Vay, very rapidly, into the North of Eng- 
land : namely, that of fowing them on 
narrow ridges, fimilar. to thofe in which 
potatoes are fome times railed, in the Dif- 
trict under view : a method that appears 
to me Angularly adapted to the fhallower 
foils of Devonfliire ; which, in general, are 
well fuited to the Turnep culture. 

» * • • . * . • . • 1 I 



? 9 : 

POTATOES. 

THE History of the Potatoe crop, as 
an objedt of field culture, in this Weftern 
Diftrift, furnilhes another inflance of the 
refpedt which its cultivators have long 
borne to efbibliihed cuftoms. It is not 
more than twentyfive years, if fo much, 
fince the entire Country, including, I be- 
lieve, the markets of Plymouth, Was fup- 
nlied with Potatoes from the neighbour- 

J O 

hood 
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hood of Morton Hampftead, at the oppo- 
fite end of Dartmore, and at not lefs than 
twenty miles diftance from the center of this 
Diftridt, nor lefs than thirty miles from 
Plymouth and its dock yard ! The film of 
prejudice, however, being at length feen 
through. Potatoes were found to grow, and 
to produce their kind, at the Weft end, as 
well as at the Eaft end, of Dartmore ; and, 
now, the Diftridt raifes enough to furnifh 
its own confumption, and to fupply the 
markets in its neighbourhood ; though 
the population, probably, has much en- 
creafed, during the lapfe of five and twenty 
years. 

It is reafonable to fuppofe that the people 
of Morton, while they monopolized, and 
pradtifed as a myftery, the culture of Po- 
tatoes, during a length of time, would not 
be inattentive to the minutix of cultivation; 
and it is equally probable, that the know- 
ledge they acquired travelled Weftward, 
with the operation. Let this be as it may, 

, . the culture of Potatoes is, at prefent, well 
underftood, here ; and, in one particular, 
at leaft, deferves to be copied. 

; * ° 4 I. The 
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I. The SPECIES of Potatoes, here as in 
moft other places, are various ; not only in 
fhape, colour, and farinaceous quality, but 
in the nature of their growth ; the different 
forts requiring different times of planting ; 
a circumftance which is not, perhaps, fuf- 
ficiently attended to, in other Diftridts. 

II. SUCCESSION. Potatoes fucceed, 
invariably I believe. Ley herbage ; — broken, 
fometimes at leaft, by two or three plow- 
ing s j but no burning is ufed for this 
crop. 

III. PLANTING. Time of plant- 
ing — March, April, May, or even June; 
according to the varieties or forts which are 
cultivated : it being found that each has its 
favorite feafon of planting : and it is pro- 
bable that, were attention paid to the varie- 
ties of every other Difiridt, fimilar propen- 
fities might be difcovered. 

The method of planting varies. 
Sometimes they are planted in alternate 
furrows, and covered with dung. In 
other inftances, they are planted in flips or 

. beds ; 

» t . 
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beds ; narrow ridges of mold being left 
between them, to earth up the plants, in the 
lazy-bed way. 

IV. The CLEANING of Potatoes is 
well attended to. They are hoed; and I 
have feen thofe planted in alternate furrows, 
earthed up, in a hufbandlike manner. 

V. VI. Potatoes are TAKEN UP, in 
November, and December; and PRE- 
SERVED in pits. 

VII. The FARM EXPENDITURE of 
Potatoes is chiefly, or wholly, on Swine. 
And, from the reftridtive claufe in Leafes, 
fee page 8 q, it is probable that even this is a 
modern mode of expenditure. 



20. CUL- 

M y •> l U 4 
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< • 

CULTIVATED HERBAGE. 

IT has been already' mentioned, that the 
cultivation of herbage is of more than half 
a century Handing, in the Diftridl under 
furvey. From this circumftance, and from 
the cultivation of Turneps, and the ufe of 
Lime as a manure, having been intro- 
duced about the fame time, it would feem 
that, about fixty years ago, a stage of 
improvement took place ; fince which 
time the practice appears to have been 
ftationary ; and it is, of courfe, now fully 
prepared for another Hep. 

The PROPORTIONAL QUANTITY OF 
Ley, in the inclofed country, is full two 
thirds of the arable lands, or lands occa- 
lionally plowed,' conftdered as diftindt from 
peadows, grazing grounds, and rough up- 
land 
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land paftures. But, on the fkirts of the 

moors and commons, which ferve as fum- 

. . . / 

mer paftures, the proportion is much lefs. 

/ , 

I. The SPECIES of herbage which is 
here cultivated are chiefly red Clover 
and Raygrass — provincially ** Eaver:” 
but white Clover, and Trefoil, arc 
occafion^lly fown, 

II. SUCCESSION. In the ordinary 
practice of the country, cultivated herbage 
fucceeds Oats, after Barley, after Wheat ! ' 
A pradtice which we have feen, bad as it is, 

by reltridtive claufes in a modem 
leafe. ' ' / 

III. SOWING. The ufual time is 
between the lowing of the corn and its 
coming up. The qu/vntity of seed 
I2lb. of Clover, and half abulhel ofRay- 
grafs. 

IV. APPLICATION. Mown the firft 

1 « t , * • 

year: afterwards paftured. 

V. DU- 
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V. DURATION. Six or feven years; 
in the inclofed country ; lefs, by the fides 
of the commons. » 



21 . 

GRASSLANDS, 

v .* * 

AND THEIR 

MANAGEMENT. 

J. SPECIES OF GRASSLANDS, 

THE grasslands of this Diftrift may 
be claffed under 

I • • 

i. Meadow lands, or cool and fre - 1 
quently rich bottoms, or dips ; as well as 
ynore upland fites, over which water can 
be fpread ; and which are kept in a ftate of 
MOWING GROUND*. 

2. GRA- 

* Meadow Plants. I collected moft of them ; 
but not with fufficient accuracy, as to their proportional 
quantity, to entitle the lift to publication. 

The 
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2. Grazing grounds, or rich uplands, 
over which water has not been conducted ; 
and which are kept in a ftate of pastu- 
rage. 

3. ' The temporary Leys, juft men- 
tioned ; which are ufed as mowino 
ground, the firft year ; and afterward, as 
PASTURE GROUNDS. Alld 

4. Rough uplands, which fometimes, 
though not frequently, occur on private 
property, and are kept in a ftate of coarfe 
PASTURAGE. 

II. MANAGEMENT OF GRASS- 
LANDS. In the management of pas- 
ture 

% 

The fpecies, found in the meadows of Buckland Place, 
are the ordinaryfpecies of meadow lands, in moft parts of 
the Ifland ; with, however, one remarkable difference ; 
the meadow Foxtail [Alopecurus pratenfis) is wanting 1 

The late accurate Botanift, and amiable man, Mr. Hud- 
son (Author of Flora Anglica) had feme feeds of this 
Plant colle&ed, in the neighbourhood of London (at the 
requeft of our mutual friend the late Sir Francis 
Drake), and fown over thefe meadows; but without 
fuccefs. In the fummer of 1794 , 1 examined, with fome 
attention, the part over which they were fown ; but could 
not di (cover that any of them had taken root. 
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ture grounds, I met with nothing no- 
ticeable ; except the extraordinary foulnefs 
of many of the Leys ; which has been al- 
ready noticed, under the head — Man age- 
men t of the Soil. Khali therefore con- 
iine my remarks, under this head, to mow- 
ing grounds, and more particularly, to 
Watered meadows. The origin of 
the practice of watering Grafslands, arti- 
ficially, in this Diftridt, cannot be reached 
by memory ; nor does tradition, I believe,' 
attempt to afcertain it. There is a ftriking 
inftance of the antiquity of the practice ob- 
fervable, on the farm of Buckland Priory. 
A hedge, in appearance fome centuries old* 
winds by the fide of a water courfe, evi- 
dently formed by art, for the purpofe of 
conveying a fill, along the brow of a fwell 
of rich Grafsland, which bears no mark of 
having ever been in a ftate of aratiom 
From the winding direction, and the regular 
defcent, or almoft levelnefs, of this artificial 
rill, there is every reafon to believe, that it 
was formed prior to the Hedge ; which 
mayfeem to have fince been run along the 
upperfide of it. From the eircumflance of 

this 
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this farm having been monaftic, one is led 
to conclude that the practice was introduced 
under the aufpices of the Church : or, if 
we go flill farther back, we may conjecture 
that it was brought over by the firft fettlers, 
or by future Colonifts, from the South of 
Europe ; where it has been, for ages paft, 
'in ufe. 

But this by the way : Hiftory,ecclehaflic 
or profane, may perhaps furniih thofe, 
who have leifure to lock for them, with, 
better lights. 

The quantity of watered lands, in this 
DiftriCt, is, in fome townfhips, confide- 
rable ; while, in others, where the vallies 
are narrow, and their Tides wooded, little 
watered ground is feen. There remains, 
however, much to be done in this refpe'Ct. 
Perhaps, Hot half the quantity of the lands, 
capable of receiving this admirable improve- 
ment, enjoy it at prefent ; and 

The management of thofe which are fub- 
jeCted to the practice, whatever it may have 
been heretofore, is, at prefent, far from 
being accurate. The foil is imperfectly 
drained, and the water imperfectly fpread 

over 
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Over it. Prefently before my going down 
into the Diftridt, a perfon of the firft prac- 
tice in it had been employed, to conduit the 
water over the meadows of Buck! and Place ; 
which had previoufly lain in a State of 
negleit. Neverthelefs, I found them Still 
in fuch a date, as induced me to hive the 
whole laid out, afrefh, under my own di- 
rections. 

Yet, the ejfeSl of the water, notwithstand- 
ing the low ebb at which the watering of 
lands is found, at this day, is fuch as I have 
no where obferved ; except in the neigh- 
bourhood of chalk hills. It gives a green- 
nefs and groflnefs of herbage, nearly equal 
to that of the meadows of Wiltshire and 
Hampfhire. 

This led me to conceive that the Slatey 
rock, cut of which the moil efficacious of 
thefe waters filter, contained fome confi- 
derable proportion of calcareous matter. 
But, from the experiments already men- 
tioned, the proportionate quantity of cal- 
careous earth, contained in thefe date rocks, 
appears to be fmall. 

Neverthelefs, it might be dangerous to 

con- 
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Conclude, from this, that the waters under 
conlideration do not contain a fufficient 
.quantity of the calcareous principle, to 
enable them to produce the effeft which 
we are defirous to account for. Indeed, it 
is not a knowledge of the component parts 
of the filtering ftratum, but of thofe of the 
waters themfelves, which is moft defirable. 

Accurate analyses of waters, 
whofe effects are known, as manures, are 
very much to be defired. That different 
waters are as various, in their effefts on 
vegetation, as diftindt vegetable and animal 
fubftances are, muft be evident to every one 
who has made extenfive obfervations on 
thefe effedts* And Chemistry cannot 
beftow on Agriculture more valuable 
afliftance, than in profecuting enquiries of 
this nature* . - . 

The Hay harvest of Weft Devon- 
fhire has little to recommend it, as a pattern 
to other Diftridts. 

The mowing is, in general, ill done. 
The lithe is fhort, and laid in, too near the 
handle. The unavoidable conl'equence is, 
the work goes on llowly, or a line of uncut 
•Vol. I. P herbage 
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herbage is left between each ftroke. I 
have feen worfe mowing, both of grafs and 
corn, in this Diftrift, than in any other. 
This cenfure, however, does not apply to 
the country in general. I have alfo feen 
good work in it. 

The Hay -making of the Diftridt ftands 
in a fimilar predicament. Some I have 
feen vilely managed ; others conducted on 
the belt principles of the art : namely, 
fpread, turned, cocked in fmall cocks, re- 
fpread, turned, recocked, or carried. 

But, in thefe operations, a principal tool, 
the prong, is ridiculoufly too fmall; fitter 
for the hands of a Cook, than a Haymaker : 
the tines, even of thofe ufed for loading 
carriages, are not longer than thofe of a 
Man of War’s beef-fork; But they were 
fafhioned under the Horfe and Crook huf- 
bandry ? and when carriages are ufed, they 
flill remain unchanged. 

The carrying of Hay in crooks I have 
feen done in a neat and fecure manner. 
The ends or faces of the load are carried up 
firaight, and appear in folds, like thofe 
formed at the corners of waggon loads, in 

fome 
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Tome Diftridfs. This gives firmnefs to the 
load, and prevents its being fcattered by the 
Way. 

The aftergrass of meadows is, here, 
judicioufly managed : it is differed to grow 
to a full bite, but not to be overgrown, be- 
fore ftock be turned upon it. 

I have feen cattle put into a meadow 
immediately after the Hay was got out of 
it, “ to pick about the hedges — an accu- 
rate minutia of management. For the 
herbage, which is then fucculent and edible 
to (tore cattle, wbuld, before the aftergrafs 
were ready to be pah u red off, become unpa- 
latable, and be altogether negledtedby cows 
or fatting hock, with frelh fucculent her- 
bage before them. It would be evidently 
Wrong, however, to fuffer fuch cattle to 
remain in freffi mown grounds, after they 
have performed the principal intention. 

See Mid. Econ. Vol. II. P. 130. on 
this fubjedt. 



P 2 22. THE 
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THE MANAGEMENT 
OF 

ORCHARDS and FRUIT LIQUOR 

IN ' 

tVEST DEVONSHIRE, (Sc, 

• K . * 

AFTER the ample detail already given 
of the management of .Orchards and Fruit 
Liquor in Herefordshire, &c. * little 
may feem to be requifite, on the prelent 
occafion. But when, on examination, we 
find the practices of the two Di ftridls, ef- 
pecially with refpeft to Orchards, fo widely 
different, as to appear pretty evidently to 
have had feparate origins, the propriety of 
regiftering the management of Devonfhire, 
in detail, will be readily admitted. 

In 

v * See Gx.o, Econ. Vol. II. p. 239. 
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In examining the practice of this Dif- 
triCt, I find it requifite to follow nearly the 
fame fteps which I took in going over that 
of Herefordlhire j and to examine 

Firft, Orchards. 

Second, Fruit Liquor. 

I. ORCHARDS. The particulars which 
prefent themfelves, on viewing this branch 
of the fubjeCt, in the prefent cafe, are 

1. The introduction of Orchards into 

the Diflridl:. 

2. The quantity of Orchard grounds 

it contains. 

3. Species of Orchard fruits. 

4. The fituation of Orchards. 

5. The foils of Orchards. 

6. The method of railing Orchard 

> trees. 

7. Planting Orchard trees. 

8 . Aftermanagement of Orchards. * 

9. The application of the ground of 

Orchards. 

1. The firft introduction of Or r 
ebards, into this DiftriCt, appears to be 
pretty well afeertained. One of the Or- 
P 3 chards 
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chards of Buckland Priory is faid to be the 
oldeft in the country, and this is fpoken of 
$s being about two hundred years old. 

Neverthelefs, this Orchard is ftill fully 
ftocked, and in full bearing ! A fad: which 
the Orchardmen of Herefordlhire will not 
readily credit. A fad, however, which is 
pertedly reconcileable, when the pradice 
of this Diftrid is explained *. 

2. The AGGREGATE QUANTITY of 
Orchard ground, in this Diftrid, is confide- 
rable. For though the Orchards in gene- 
ral are fmall, compared with thbfe of Here- 
fordfhire, &c. ; yet the Farms being alfo 
fmall, and each having its Orchard, the 
number is of courfe great. Neverthelefs, 
the proportional quantity of Orchard 
grounds to culturable lands, is much lefs, 
here, than in the Mayhill Diflrid 

, 1 . 3. The 

* This particular, with many other* relating to the s 
prefent fubje£l, I had from Mr. Stapleton of Monk’s 
Buckland ; who may, 1 believp, be faid to have a more 
accurate knowledge of the management of Orchards and 
Cider, than any other man in the country. 

f Orchard# of Cornwall. The Cider country, 

I am well informed, does not reach more than half the 

length 
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3. The species of fruit is invariably 
the Apple, when Liquor is the object *. 

For the Fruit markets, Cherries , Pears, 
and Walnuts , are raifed in great abundance ; 
efpecially in the townfhip of Beer Ferries ; 
which is faid to fend out of it a thoufand 
pounds worth of fruit (including Straw- 
berries) annually. 

4. The situations of Orchards are 
chiefly in vallies, and dips or hollows, near 
houfes ; not fpread over the arable land, 
and pafture grounds, as in Herefordshire 
and Glocefterlhire. Nevertheless, there 
are grounds, not only well adapted for 
arable crops, but for water meadows, which 
are at prefent appropriated to Orchards. 
On the Barton of Buckland there are twenty 
or thirty acres of land of the lafl: deferip-s 

P 4 tion, 

length of the county. Below that, thcfea air is injurious 
to Orchards ; the land growing narrower, and there being 
fewer vallies to fhelter them, in the Weftern extremity of 
the county, than there are in the Eaftern parts, and in 
Pevonlhire. 

* The foil, perhaps, is not adapted to the Pe ar'Tree, 
which affefts a cool ftrong foil. See Gio. Econ, VoL II, 
f • 263. 
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t;on, encumbered with Orchard trees, 
which have never paid for planting and 
land room j and which ought forthwith to 
be diforcharded ;/ and there are other 
Orchard grounds in the fame predicament, 
on different parts of this Elf ate : not arifing 
fo much, perhaps, from locality , as from 
afpelit. 

Part of the Orchards, here under notice, 
lie bleakly expol'ed to the North :> part in 
the opening of a deep valley, in the current 
■ of the Southweft wind. 

Much of the fuccefs of Orchards depends 
on fituation. The Orchards which fucceed 
bcfl, in this Diftridt,' are fituated in dips or 
hollows, which are neither expofed to the 
bleak blafts from the North Eaff, nor to 
the fea winds , from the W eff and Souths 
weff. Deep narrow vallies, whofe lides 
are precipitous, and neither fit for corn 
nor meadow, and which are not liable to 
the winds here noticed, as they blow acrofs 
them, are Angularly eligible for Orchard 
grounds ; and there are many fuch, pro- 
bably, which have not yet been planted, 
■\Vhile, it is equally probable, much of the 

. groundj 
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ground, at prefent in a 'flate of Orchard, 
might be converted to a better purpofe. 

5. Soils. The richefl deepeft foils 
appear to have been chofen for Orchard 
grounds. It is probable that the fhallower 
foils of this Diftridt are unfit for fruit trees ; 
but, where fituation will admit, fuch as arc 
encumbered with large ftones, with good 
intervening foil, are Angularly eligible ; 
and, in fome cafes, I have feen them chofen, 

6. Plants for Orchards are raised, 

either by nurferymen j or by farmers, for 
their own and their neighbours' ufe ; or by 
cottagers for fale ; or by landlords to fupply 
their tenants. ' < . - 

In the management of nurfery plants, the 
moft remarkable circumftance is that of 
training them, with Hems, not more than* 
three or four feet high ! A practice which 
is fo different from that of other fruit- 
liquor countries; indeed, from that of . * 

every part of this Ifland, Devonshire and 
Cornwall excepted ; a flranger is inclined 
to condemn it, at firft fight, as being guided 
jay ignorance or folly of the loweft clafs. 

Whether it has been adopted, originally, 

to 
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to avoid the ill effed of the winds, or to 
bring the fruitbearing wood near the 
ground, and thereby to gain a more genial 
atmofphere, for the fruit to mature in $ or 
whether it may have arifen out of the 
pradice of gathering crab Hocks in the 
woods, and rough grounds, where they fre- 
quently take a low Ihrubby form, may now 
be difficult to afcertain : at prefent, the 
pradice appears to be followed, merely, as 
an eltablilhed cuftom. 

The difad vantages of low fruit trees will 
be mentioned, in fpeakingof the. Application 
of the Land, of Orchards, 

7. In the planting of Fruit Trees, 
the Orchardmen of Welt Devonshire excel, 
A ftronger proof of this need not be pro- 
duced, than the pircumffance of their 
keeping the fame ground in a Hate of 
orchard, in perpetuity.. As the old trees 
go off, young ones are planted, in the inter- 
fpaces, without any apprehensions of mis- 
carriage. 

In Jetting out Orchards, the pradice of 
Devon (hire is not lefs unique , than it is in 
training the plants. A flatute rod, namely 

five 
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five yards and a half, may be taken as the 
ordinary dijiance between the plants ! Some 
I have meafured at not more than four } ards 
apart : fome few at fix yards. 

The moft approved mode of planting is to 
remove the foil down to the rock, which 
feldom lies very deep, and to cover this, 
eight or ten inches thick, with a compoft 
of frefh earth and fea fand. Upon this 
compofl, in ordinary cafes, the inverted turf 
is laid; and upon this the young tree is 
fet ; and its roots bedded in the belt of the 
excavated mold; finally covering them 
with thp ordinary earth raifed in making 
the pit. A method which is altogether 
judicious. 

The ufuatl guard are faggots of brambles, 
brufliwood, or furze ; letting them remain 
to rot at the foot of the tree. No flakes, I 
believe, are ufed. Indeed, the plants are 
generally fo low as not to require them : 
efpecially in filing up old Orchards ; as the 
.old trees fhelter the young ones from the 
wind. And the ' planting of new Orchards 
.does not appear to be, at prefent, much in 

pra&ice. 
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* 

practice. I have not obferved it, in more 
than one or two inflances. 

8. The aftermanagement of Or- 
chards is confined to fupplying the trees 
with frefh brambles, furze, and frith — ftraw 
and weeds — to rot on their roots : not over 
the pafture of the feeding fibers, but round 
the ftem (in fiich a manner however as 
not to touch it). Yet it is believed, by 
, men who pay attention to thefe 'matter's, 
that the growth and fruitfulnefs of the trees 
are much promoted through thefe means. 
Does the dead matter, by deftroying the 
living herbage, become the means of a fup- 
ply of air to the larger roots, and thus afiifi: 
the fap in its afcent ? The popular idea is, 
that thefe fubftances “ find their way down 
to the roots” *. 

It will not be improper to relate, that I 
have heard the canker (the great enemy of 
modern Orchards) fet at naught ! Not, 
however, by a man on whofe judgement I 
fiave a fufficient reliance, to become a 

voucher 

* For an inftancc of inverting the sward of an 
Orchard, by way of meliorating the Trees, fee the 
Minutes. 
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voucher for the truth of his opinions. “ A 
. zeam of zand” applied to the root is an in- 
fallible remedy. “ Common river fand, 
or the fand of Rooborough Down will do.” 
The canker, he believes, is owing to too 
much “ drefling,” or additional fubftances 
applied to the roots ; or to too great rich- 
nefs of foil, which he thinks the fand 
corrects or qualifies. 

I regifter thefe ideas the rather, as they 
accord with my own theory of the canker : 
and in evidence of the truth of the theory, 
and the juftnefs of die practice, the true 
Redftreak, or an apple, which, as well as 
the tree that bears it, refembles the Here- 
fordfhire Redftreak, formerly of fo much 
celebrity, is ftill cultivated, here, with great 
eafe and certainty *. 

The pruning of Fruit Trees, appears to 
be little attended to ; after they are planted 
in the Orchard. 

With refpedt to the cleaning of Fruit 
Trees, I have neither feen, nor heard, of 
any traces ef fuch a practice. During the 
winter months, aWeft Devonfhire Orchard, 

'by 



♦But fee forward. 
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by reafon of the lownels of the trees, per- 
haps, and the humidity of the climate, ap- 
pears as if hung with hoar froft • owing to 
the -white mofs which hangs in ribbons front 
its boughs. The Mijleto is not known to 
this Diftrift, nor I believe, to any part of 
Devonlhire or Cornwall. 

9. The Application of the lank 
of Orchards. Here lies the great objection 
to the Devonihire Orchard. The ufe of 
the land is in a great meafure thrown away* 
Horfes are fuftered to run through them, in 
winter, and calves are kept in them, in 
early fpring ; but grown cattle and fheep 
are, at all times, prohibited from entering : 
while fruit is on the trees, the very fwir.e 
are carefully kept out of them ; even fmall 
pigs ; left they (hould gather the fruit as it 
hangs on the boughs ! which, in a bearing 
year, bend to the ground, and perhaps reft 
upon it ; while weeds, three or four feet 
high, ftioot up among them, and, of courfe, 
overftiadow the fruit. 

Previous to the gathering feafon,' the 
weeds are cut down with the lithe, and 
thrown to tlic roats of the trees ; that the 

fruit 
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fruit may be found : an operation, however, 
which is too often negledted until the firft 
windfalls have rotted on the ground ; and a 
double deftrudtion of hog food has taken 
place *. 

II. FRUIT LIQUOR. Where the 
confumption of any article lies chiefly within 
the Diftridt of Manufacture, there is the lefs 
ftimulus to excellency of management, than 
where a common market creates an emu- 
lation among thofe who fupply it. From 
the Southern Parts of Devonfhire, more or 
lefs Cider is fent to the London market ; 
but very little from this Weftern Diftridt. 
Neverthelefs, I have tafted Cider of a fu- 

perior 

* An idea prevails, here, that apples are not nutritious 
to hogs. It is very probable that apples, alone, would not 
be fo ; but confidering the nature of the hog, with refpedt 
to the heat and drynefs of his habit, and the well known 
cffedl of acidulating his beverage ; and feeing the avidity 
with which he devours fruit of every kind; — it is more 
than probable, that fuffering fwine to pick up the early 
windfall fruit, previous to the firft grinding, is much 
more eligible than letting it wafte among the weeds and 
grafs ; which, if likewife thrown open to ftore fwine, 
would have been a farther fource of profit to their owners. 
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perior quality, made in Weft Devonshire.' 
Indeed, its climature, in a moderately dry 
fummer, feems to be much better adapted 
to the production of this fpecies of Fruit 
Liquor, than is that of Herefordshire or 
Glocefterfhire. 

In taking a view of the Weft Devonshire 
practice* it will be proper to examine* fepa-' 
rately, the following particulars. 

1. The Manufactory. 

2. The Fruit. 

3. Breaking. 

4. PreSling. 

5. The Muft. 

\ 6. Fermenting. 

7. The Liquor. 

8. Produce. 

9. Markets. 

l. The ordinary place of manufac- 
ture, provincially the “ pound house, — 
is generally a mean Shed or novel, without 
- peculiarity of form, or any trace of con- 
trivance. On thelargef Bartons, or where the 
Orchard grounds are extenfive, appropriate 
buildings are fitted up, in different ways. 

The 
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The only pound houfe, I examined, which 
has any claim to merit, in refpedt to plan , 
is that of Mr. Stapleton of Monks 
Buckland ; which, though not on a large 
fcale, is perhaps, in the arrangement or 
general economy of its more elfential parts, 
as near perfection, as the nature of a Fruit 
Liquor Manufactory will admit of, or re- 
quires. 

The building is a long fquare, ttanding 
acrofs a gentle defcent. Behind it ' is a 
platform or flooring of loofe ftones, (the 
rubbifh of a flate quarry) to receive the 
fruit, as it is gathered, and to give it the 
firfl ftage of maturation, in the open air. 
The ground floor, of one end of the build- 
ing, contains the mill and prefs. Over this 
part, is a loft or chamber, in which the 
apples receive the laft flage of maturation, * 
and from which they are conveyed, by a 
fpout, into the mill. The ground floor of 
the other end of the building is the fer- 
menting room, funk a few tteps below the 
floor of the mill and prefs room ; a pipe or 
(hoot conveying the liquor, from the prefs, 
into a cittern in the fermenting room. 

Vol.I. Thus 
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Thus far, the plan may be faid to be 
compleat. If, over the fermenting room, 
an empty calk loft were fitted up ; and, on 
a ftage below it, a keeping room or llore 
cellar were fet apart for the fermented 
liquor : and, further, if a contiguous room, 
fitted up with a boiler, were made to com- 
municate, equally, with the fermenting 
room, and the empty calk room, for the 
conveniency of coopering and fcalding the 
calks, fuch premifes might be faid to be 
compleat in all their parts. 

On principles fimilar to thofe which are 
here fuggelted, I made fuch alterations in 
the cider rooms of Buckland Place, as the 
fituation of the buildings would admit of, 
without great expence. They are on the 
largell fcale of any I have feen ; and are 
probably, in many refpedts, the firlt fuite of 
private cider rooms, in the kingdom. 

2. Fruit. The fpecies, as has been 
faid, is folely the apple, whole varieties 
are, here, numerous ; though not fi> endlels, 
as they are in Herefordfhire $ the propa- 
gation of kernel fruits being lefs frequent, 
in this Diltrift. Many of the forts are of 

an 
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an old {landing. The Golden Pipin, how- 
ever, is going off; “ it cankers and will not 
take fo that the identity of the Redftreak 
may be doubted. See above, page 221. 

In the gathering of fruit, there is nothing 
either excellent or peculiar ; except in the’ 
eircumftance of fruit being gathered wet of 
dry : a eircumftance which may have arifen' 
out of the moiftnefs of the climate, and out 
of the clofenefs and rough woody ftate of 
the orchards ; in which, it were next to 
impoflible, to colledt dry fruit ; unlefs in a 
remarkably dry feafon. 

The maturation of the fruit, in the ordi- 
nary practice of the Diftridt, is carried on 
in large heaps, in the open air, or in the 
pound houfe, or other covered fttuation * ; 
where they remain, until they be fufficiently 
“ come that is, until the brown rot has 
begun to take place. 

3. Breaking. Formerly, this ope- 
Q^ 2 ration 

* Preparing a flooring of rough (tones, as mentioned 
above, is very judicious, when apples are matured in tile 
open air ; not only as keeping the bafe of the heap dry ; 
but as communicating, perhaps, a fupply of air, to the 
lower and central parts of the heap. 
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ration was performed by hand : a practice 
Which is hill continued, I underhand, in 
fome parts of Cornwall. The apples being 
thrown into a large trough or tub, five or 
fix perfons, handing round ’ the veflel, 
“pounded” them *, with large clubhvaped 
wooden pehils, whofe ends are guarded, and 
made rough, to lay hold of the apples the 
better, with the heads of nails. 

At prefent, the ordinary horfe mill of 
llerefordfhire, See. is in general ufe, here: 
and it has. the fame objectionable point in 
its manufacture, as that noticed in the 
Gloceherfhire mills: namely the coarfenefs 
of the hone work. The grinding is of courfe 
imperfectly done -fu 

Lately, I underhand, a hand mill has been 
introduced into this county, and is making 
its way fall into practice ; but it did not fall 
in my way to examine it. 

4. Pressing. The old Prefs of the 
, DihriCt,and which, I believe, is hill much in 

ufe, 

* Hence, no doubt, the epithet “pound” is applied to 
the houfe, &c. in which the whole bufinefs of cider making 
is performed. 

t See Geo. Econ. Vol. II. P. 333. 
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ufe, by the fmaller growers of cider fruit, is 
very ingenious and beautifully mechanical. 
It is an improvement of the fimple lever; by 
adding a rider, or lever upon lever ; at the 
end of which a weight is fufpended. By 
this fimple contrivance the acting lever is 
kept hard down upon the cheefe, and follows 
it as it finks ! an advantage which no lkrew 
prefs poflefles. 

As an improvement upon this (and with 
refpedt to power it certainly is fucli) a Jkrew 
is made ufe of to pull down the loofe end of 
the lever ; the other end of it, in either cafe, 
being moveable ; and is fixed higher or 
lower, according to the height of the pile of 
pomage to be prefled : lowering it as the 
pile is lowered by pre fling. 

The lafl: flage of improvement, or refine- 
ment, of the lever prefs; for fuch it liill 
is, in principle ; is to furnifli each end with 
a pulldown lkrew ; firfl: the one end and 
then the other being worked, in the aft of 
pre fling ; a final 1 plummet being hung in 
the middle, to aflift the eye of the workmen; 
left, by adting too long upon one end of the 
lever, they fhould injure the worm of the 
lkrew. 

0^3 Thefe 
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Thefe fkrew lever prelfes are made of an 
enormous fize, whether with one or two 
fkrews : large enough to prefs four, five, or 
fix hoglheads at once ! the lever being 
equal in fize to the deck beam of a man of 
war. Altogether an uncouth, unwieldy, 
monfixous inftrument. 

The method of prejjing is invariably that 
of piling up the pomage or ground fruit, in 
“ reed”(unthrafhed flraw) in layers •, thofe * 
of pomage being fome three or four inches 
thick, the reed being fpread thinly over, 
and then another thin covering is fpread 
acrofs the firfi:. Under the gigantic preifes 
above -defcribed, the pile is four or five feet 
fquare and nearly as much in height. . On 
the top, a broad firong covering of wood is 
laid ; and, upon this, the lever is lowered. 

A pile fo large, and of fo frail a con-, 
ftfudtion, requires to be prefiedwith caution, 
in the outlet : a circumftance which renders 
the operation extremely tedious : one of the 
enormous •“ cheefes” of the larger prefies 
taking two days to compleat the prefiing ! 

The pile having acquired fufficient firm-? 
jiefs, the out/ides are pared off, fquare, with 

.a hay 
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a hay knife ; cutting off all the loofe fpongy 
parts which evaded the preffure, and piling 
them upon the top of the cheefe, to receive 
the immediate adf ion of the prefs : or are 
referved for ** beverage;” being watered 
and preffed feparate *. 

5. The must, or expreffed liquor, which 
comes off, from this mode of preffing, is 
extremely foul, compared with that, which 
is {trained through hair cloths . It is, there- 
fore, placed in large veffels or citterns, for 
its feculencies to fubfide, before it be put 
into cafks. 

6. In the fermenting of Fruit Liquor, 
nothing of fuperior excellence, I believe, is 
to be learnt, from the ordinary practice of 

. this Diftridt. In the fermenting room of a 
farm, which has long been famous for its 
cider, I have feen an experienced manager, 
who has for feveral years had the care of this 
cider, — racking “ one fide of the houfe to- 
day, and the other fide to-morrow,” under 
a full convidtion that it “ would do them all 
Q^4 good.” 

* For a defcription of the Herefordfhire Prefs, and the 
method of prefling iij Hairclothj fee Glo. Econ. Vol.II. 
Page 312. and 340. 
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good.” Under management like this, it 
mull, of courfe, be mere matter of chance, 
if a calk of palatable liquor be produced. 
But cider of a fuperior quality being pro- 
duced, as it were accidentally, under this 
ignorant treatment, it Ihcws plainly how 
much might be done (indeed lias been 
done *) by knowledge and attention. 
However, while the confumption remains 
with the Diftridt, and while llrength is the 
great recommendation of the liquor, fuch 
knowledge and attention might, in fome 
meafure, be thrown away. 

7. The fermented liquor is laid up 
in hogsheads, of fixty three gallons each', 
or in pipes, of “ double hoglheads.” 

8. The quantity of produce is not 
more than fupplies the confumption of 
the Diitridt ; of courfe, 

9. The markets for fale cider are the 
towns, and the public houfes of the Diftridt ; 
the farmer s own confumption being fupplied 
by windfall fruit ; by the walhings of the 
“ mock,” or pomage, in fcarce years ; and 
by inferior cider. < 

The 

* Particularly by Mr. Stapleton. 
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The price of marketable cider, on a par 
of years, has been fifteen {hillings a hogfhead 
(of 63 gallons) for the mud: or unfermented 
liquor ; and a guinea for fermented cider j 
which fometimes rifes to two or three 
guineas a hogfhead : and on the other 
hand, fome years the muft has been fold at 
five fhillings, a hogfhead, at the prefs. 

General Observations on Or- 
chards and Fruit Liquor. Thefe 
prices, confidering the fmallnefs of the 
meafure, compared with that of Hereford- 
fhire, make cider a more advantageous 
article of produce, here, than in the Mayhill 
Difhidt; and, in fuitable fituations, as on 
the rugged fides of vallies, fufficiently fhel- 
tered from more cutting winds, there can 
be no dilpute about the fuperior profitable- 
nefs of Orchard Fruits, in a pecuniary point 
of view, to any other fpecies of produce ; 
and mod: efpecially to a fmall farmer, who 
attends perfonally to the whole bufinefs, 
and whofe wife and children are his adlflants. 

Neverthelefs, on larger farms, where the 
management is left much to fervants, and 

where 
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/ 

where cider, under any management, is 
but a fecondary objedt, the bufinefs of 
making it interferes with the more im- 
portant concerns of hulbandry : even the 
bufinefs of harvcft, and flill more the clean- 
ing of turneps,are too frequently negledted, 
to give place to fruit picking ; and the 
breaking and prefling are, afterwards, not 
lefs inimical to the faving of potatoes and 
the fowing of wheat ; which, as has been 
fhewn, requires all the hand labour the 
farm can afford. Befides, the “ drefling” ' 
which ought to be applied to the arable 
lands, it is to be feared, is too frequently 
bellowed on the Orchard Grounds — for 
“ how can drefling be bellowed to fo good 
a purpofe.” 

Again, the drunkennefs, dilfolutenefs of 
manners, and the dilhonelly of the lower 
clafs might well be referred, in whole or in 
great part, to the baleful effedls of cider ; 
which workmen of every defeription make 
a merit of Healing : and, what is noticeable, 
the effedts of cider, on Working people, 
appears to be different from that of malt 
liquor. Give a Kentilh man a pint of ale, 

and 
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and it feems to invigorate his whole frame : 
he falls to his work again, with redoubled 
fpirit. But give a Devonshire man as much, 
or twice as much cider, and it appears to 
unbrace and relax, rather than to give cheerr 
fulnefs and energy to his exertions. 

Another more flagrant evil, which is laid 
to the charge of cider, is the Devon, (hire 
colic , analogous with the colic of Poitou. 

" This violent diforder has been afcribed to 
the circumflance of the mills and prefles, of 
Devonfliire, having lead made ufe of in their 
conftrudtion : and, under this idea, one of 
the prefles, I had an opportunity of exa- 
mining, was fcrupuloufly formed without 
lead ; the joints of the “ vat” or bed of the 
prefs, being caulked with wool and cow 
dung, which is found to be fully effective, 
in this intention. But, in evidence of the 
improbability of lead being the caufe of 
this mifehief, a mill, which had been con- 
ftrudted a century, at leaft, and which is 
cramped together by means of lead, being 
examined, it was found that no corrofion 
of the lead had taken place j even the marks 
pf the hammer remained perfectly diltindt. 

This 
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This fadt I do not fpeak to from perfonal 
examination ; but I received it from an 
authority, on which I have every reafon to 
rely. 

From two or three finking cafes of this 
diforder, to which I had an opportunity of 
paying fome attention, it appeared to me 
to be the joint efredt of cider, and of a vile 
fpirit which is drawn, by the houfewives 
of Devon, from the grounds and lees of the 
fermenting room. Thefe dregs are diddled 
(of courfe illegally) by means of a porridge 
pot, with a tin head fixed over it, and com- 
municating with a flraight pipe, paffing 
through a hogfhead of water ; the liquor 
being pafied twice through this imperfedk 
apparatus. It, of courfe, comes over ex- 
tremely cmpyreumatic ; and is drank in a 
recent date, under the appropriate name of 
“ necefiity.” 

The patient having brought on, by an 
inordinate ufe of rough corrofive cider, and 
by the quantity of acid thrown into the 
habit, a fit of the ordinary colic, has re- 
courle to “ neceflity,” in order to remove 
the complaint. The confequence is an 

obdinate 
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obfHnate coftivenefs, which generally con- 
tinues for feveral days, attended with the 
moft excruciating pain : and, though the 
firft paroxyfm is feldom fatal, repetitions of 
it too frequently are : firft bringing on a 
lofs of the ufe of the limbs, particularly of 
the hands, and, finally ending in the lofs of 
life ; if the deprivation of life can be faid 
to be a lofs, under circumftances fo diftrefs- 
ful. 

Notwithflanding, however, the accumu- 
lation of evils arifing from the production, 
ufe, and abufe of cider, the men of Devon 
are more ftrongly attached to it, even than 
thofe of Herefordfhirc. Their Orchards 
might well be flyled their Temples, and 
Apple Trees their Idols of Worfhip. 

It is not my intention, or with, to de- 
preciate the Devonfhire Orchards below 
their real value ; but to endeavour to fix 
them at a proper ftandard : to lower them 
fo far, in the eftimation of owners and oc- 
cupiers, as to prevent their interfering too 
much with the more important operations 
of Agriculture. Iwifh to fee them confined 
to unculturable fites, and to have' them 

confidered. 



Digitized by Google 




23& MAN AQE M ENT OF F RUIT LIQUOR. 

confidered, as they really are, a fubordinate 
objedl of hulbandry ; in order that the 
occupiers of lands may bend their attention, 
with greater energy and eftedt, to the arable 
and grafsland managements : more efpecially 
to the watering of meadows and, of courfe, 
to the removal of many of the prefent 
Fruit Trees: changing them for a more 
certain, and, on a par of years, a more 
profitable fpecies of produce. 

23 . 

HORSES. 

1 . 

THE native BREED, which are ftill 
feen on the mountains that overlook this 
Diftridt, are very fmall : much refembling 
the Welch and Highland Breeds j and like 
them are valuable for particular purpofes. 
The “ pack horses,” or ordinary fort 
found in the inclofed country, are of a 
fimilar nature ; but larger. The saddle 
horses, at prefent in ule, are chiefly, I 

believe, 
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believe, brought into the Diftridt, from the 
Eaftward. Of cart horses, no breed 
can yet be faid to be eftablifhed. See 

BEASTS OF LABOR. 

The BREEDING of Horfes does not 
enter much into the practice of this Diftri<ffe 5 ' 
except on the ikirts of the mountains. 



■ 24. 

V 

CATTLE. 

THIS Species of Liveflock are entitled 
to every attention, in a Regifter of the 
Rural Economy of the West' of 
England. The Breed of Devonfhire is, 
in many refpedts, the mod perfedt Breed 
of Cattle in the Bland. 

The Breed, 

Breeding, 

Rearing, and 
. Fatting, of Cattle, 
will require to be fpoken of in detail. 

I. In 
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I. In BREED, they are of the middle- 
horned Clals. There are numberlefs in- 
dividuals of the Devonlhire Breed fo per- 
fectly refembling the Breed of Hereford- 
shire, in frame, colour, and horn, as not 
to be diltinguilhable from that celebrated 
Breed ; except in the greater cleannefs of 
the head and fore quarters ; and expept in 
the • inferiority of fize. The Cattle of 
Devonlliire referable thole of Sussex ; 
except in their greater fymmetry of frame, 
and their being much cleaner in the fore- 
end, and every where freer from offal, than 
the ordinary Breed of Sufiex. The Devon- 
fhire Cattle referable very much, in color, 
horn, cleannefs, and fymmetry of frame, a 
few of the more perfedt individuals of the 
native Cattle of Norfolk ; but exceed 
them greatly in point of fize. They are a 
mean between the Norfolk and the Here- 
fordlhire ; fome individuals approaching 
towards the former, others towards the lat- 
ter ; but, taken in general throughout the 
county, they approach much nearer the 
Herefordlhire than the Norfolk,' With rel- 
pedt to fize : being fimilar, in this and 
, • : • ' other 
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other r-efpedls, to the breeds of Glo- 
cestershire and South Wales. 

Thefe feveral breeds I conceive to have 
fprung from the fame flock. Their colour 
apart, they perfectly refemble the wild 
cattle which are Rill preferved in 
Chillingham Park, in Northum- 
berland ; a Seat of the Earl of Tan- 
kerville: and it appears to me, that 
the different breeds, above noticed, are 
varieties, arifing from foils and manage- 
ment, of the NATIVE BREED OF 
THIS ISLAND. A race of animals, 
which, it is highly probable, once ranged 
it, in a . Rate of nature ; as the buffalo 
does, at this day, the favage regions of 

North America. The black mountain 

- » 

breeds of Scotland and Wales appear 
to me, evidently, to be from the fame 
race ; agreeing in everything, but colour, 
with the red breeds that are here adduced. 
The Jhorthorned breed, it is well known, 
were imported from the Continent $ 
and the longhorned, it is more than pro- 
bable, might be traced from Ireland. 

The Devonfhire breed of cattle vary 
Vol. I. R much. 
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much, in different Didridts of the County, 
both in iize and mold. North Devon- 
shire takes the lead, in both thefe parti- 
culars j and its breed are, in both, nearly 
what cattle Ought to be. In fine, they 
are fomewhat below the deferable point, 
for the heavier works of husbandry ; but 
they make up for this deficiency, in exer- 
tion and agility. They are beyond all 
compdrifon the bell workers I have any- 
where feen. 

If they arc to be ffill improved, as work- 
ing cattle, it is by breeding from the 
larged of the North Devonfhire, or the 
cleaned: of the Herefcrdfhire breed. 

As dairy cattle, the Devonfliire 
breed are not excellent. Rearing for the 
Eadcountry graziers has ever, or long, 
been the main objedl of the cattle farmers 
of this county. Neverthelefs, I have 
feen fome individuals of the breed, which 
evinced the practicability of improving 
them, as dairy dock. 

As grazing cattle, individuals, in 
every part of the county, fhew the breed 
to be excellent. 

In 
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f In West Devonshire, the breed is 
cohfiderably fmaller, than in the Northern 
Diftridt ; and their quality, in every re- 
fpedt, is lower. 

In Cornwall, the breed gets coarfer; 
with fotnewhat larger and more upright 
horns * : bearing a fimilar affinity to the 
true Devonfhire breed, as the Shropffiire 
cattle do to thofe of Herefordfhire : a 

/ 

Unking and interefting fadt, to thofe at 
leafl who find gratification, in obferving the 
different varieties, and affinities, of this 
Valuable fpecics of domeftic animals. 

II. The BREEDING OF CATTLE. 
I had no opportunity of attending to the 
pradtice of North Devonfhire, in this 
refpedt. It is highly probable that a con- 
fiderable fhare of attention has been paid, 
for fome time paft, to the choice of males, 
if not of females, alfo j as it is not pro- 
bable that accident fhould have raifed them 
to their prefent excellency. 

R 2 The 

* Rcfembling, in the turn of the horn, the wild cattle 
of Northumberland. 
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. The Moorfide farmers have little to 
anfwer for, in this refpedt ; moil of the 
calves, they rear, are purchafed ; either from 
the “ In-country” farmers of their refpedtive 
neighbourhoods, or are fetched from adif- 
tance : the calves of the dairy farms of Eafl 
Devonshire and even Dorfetfhire, are, I 
underftand, bought, in great numbers, by 
' the farmers on the fkirts of Dartmore. 

. The few which are bred, by thefe farmers, 
are, as far as my own obfervations have 
gone, of a fmall, clean, hardy fort j adapted 
to mountain pafture. 

In this Diftritft (Weft Devonfhire) the 
bulinefs of breeding cattle is conducted on 
the worft of bad principles. If a calf, 
which otherwife would be reared, difcover 
fymptoms of a fattening quality, it is 
“ buffed fuffered to run with the cow, 
ten or twelve months, in the manner of 
the running calves of Norfolk * ;< and is 
then butchered. If a calf of this defcrip- 
tion fortunately efcapes fo untimely a fate, 
but fhould fhow an inclination to get fat at 

two 

* See Norf. Econ. Vol. II. Page m. 
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two years old, it is indulged in its propen- 
lTty. It follows, of courfe, that the indi- 
viduals which reach the flage of maturity, 
and from which new generations are to be 
raifed, are, as to fatting quality, the mere 
refufe of the breed : and nothing, but a 
flrongly rooted inherent excellency of qua- 
lity, could preferve them in the ordinary 
flate, in which they are at prefent found. 

III. In the REARING OF CATTLE, 
I collected nothing, in this Diflriit, which 
is entitled to efpecial notice. The firfl 
year, the calves are kept within the in- 
clofures ; but, the next, are generally fent 
to the commons and hill paflures. Hei- 
fers are brought into milk at two and a half 
to four years old j according to circum- 
fiances. And fleers are broke into the 
yoke, at fimilar ages 5 according tp their 
fize and keep. 

What fleers the Moorfide farmers do 
not want for their own work, are fold to 
the In-country farmers, who work them 
fometimes to eight, ten, or twelve years 
old. When thrown up, they are princi- 
R 3 pally 



% 
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pally fold to jobbers, or graziers, from the 
Somerfetfhire fide of the county. 

Thus a calf, dropt in the dairy Diftridfc 
of Eaft Devonihire or Dorfetihire, may 
be nurfed at the foot of Dartmore, and 
reared on its hills j worked in Wert; De*- 
vonfhire or its environs ; and driven back, 
through his native country, to be finirtied 
on the marrties of Somerfetiliire, for the 
London market. 

IV. FATTING CATTLE. A por- 
tion, however, of the cattle reared in this 
country arc fatted in it, or rather brought 
forward in fleih, for its own confumptioo. 
I did npt fee what in Srnithfieid would be 
called a fat bullock, in the country ; except 
. fome two or three which were rtnirtied, by 
a fpirited individual, with the commendable 
view of appearing at the head of his pro- 
fertion, both as a grazier and a butcher ; 
and his praifeworthy exertions ihowed, 
plainly, what the cattle of Devonihire are 
^capable of, under judicious and fpirited 
manage nient. 

Weil Devonihire, however, is not .a 
. grazing 
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grazing Diflridh Except Tome of the 
lands of Mylton Abbots, Lamerton and 
Taviitock, and thefe are confined within a 
narrow compafs, the foil is too weak for 
grazing. Its lands, in general, are better 
adapted to the purpofe of bringing cattle 
forward, for aftergrafs, turneps, or oilcake, 
than for fin idling them for market. 

A peculiarity of practice in the slaugh- 
tering of cattle, in this Diflridt, mud 
not be left unnoticed. In mod parts of 
the Illand, it is cuftomary for butchers to 
bleed calves, previoufly to their being 
killed. And a limilar cuflom prevails, 
here, with refpect to bullocks. Enquiring, 
of an experienced and intelligent butcher, 
the motive for fo extraordinary a practice, 
he gave a fatisfadfory anfwer. It afliffs in 
giving that defirable brigiitnefs of colour, 
which attracts the eye, in purchafing beef 
on the fhambles ; and what Is of much 
more advantage to the purchafcr, it makes 
the beef keep better, in warm or clofe 
weather ; fo that it operates as an advan-* 
tage,both to the buyer find the teller And 
jt is highly probable, that, in the fummer 
R 4 feafon, 
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feafon, and for ill fleffied bullocks at all 
feafons, the practice might be found eli- 
gible, in other places. Tlie trouble and 
difficulty of the operation, feems to be its 
greateft objection. 



a S* 
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THE 

DAIRY MANAGEMENT 

O F 

WEST: DEVONSHIRE, &c. 

THE objects of the Dairy of this Dif. 
tritt are 

, I. Calves. 

II. Butter. 

III. Skim Cheefe. 

. Swine. 

I. CALVES are either reared ; or 
are fatted, in the houfe, for veal ; or are 

* turned 
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turned abroad with the cows, as “ busses” 
or grass calves*: the lad, a parti- 

cular of practice, which generally pays 
amply ; efpecially when the mod: promidng 
calves are chofen for this purpofe. But the 
mifchievous tendency of the practice, in a 
general'view, has been pointed out ; and, 
conducted on the principles, on which it is 
here carried on, it cannot be too feverely 
reprobated. 

II. BUTTER. The only particular of 
management, which requires to be no- 
ticed, in the Devonfhire Butter Dairy, is 
the lingular method of raising the 
cream } a practice which is, or lately 
was, common to Devonfhire and Cornwall. 
This peculiarity confids in employing culi- 
nary heat, to affid in forcing up the cream, 

with 

* Perhaps originally bosses, or wood calves fin 
contradiftin&ion to house calves) ; namely, calves 
fuffered to run with their dams, in the woods, or foreft; 
lands ; — the practice and the appellation having probably 
originated, while the country wa6 in the foreft ftate, and 
have both of them been continued, ftncc the prefent ftate 
of indofure took place. 
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with greater rapidity and efiedt, than fimply 
depofiting the milk in open veffels in tho 
ordinary way, produces. 

The milk having ftood fome hours, in 
broad pans or vefiels, either of brafs or 
earthen ware, it is placed in thele pans 
over a gentle heat ; — generally, over the 
wood embers of the ordinary hearth ; but 
fometimes over charcoal, in ftoves fitted 
up for that purpofe j— and remains in that 
fituation until it approaches nearly to 
boiling heat : the proper degree of heat 
being indicated by pimples, or biiliers, 
which rife on the furface of the cream.. 
The finalleft degree of ebullition mars the 
procefs ; which is therefore properly 
termed “ fealding j” and the cream thus 
raifed is termed “ fcalded cream,” or 
“ clouted cream probably from thp 
tough cloth-like texture which it acquires 
by this procefs. 

The cream, thus raifed, remains on the 
milk, — which is rendered very fheer lean 
and blue by the procefs, — until the dairy 
woman wants “ to make the butter 
another fingular operation, in the Devon-. 

fhire 
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ihire dairy. The clouts or rags of cream 
being thrown into a large wooden bowl, 
they are ftirred about, by a circuitous 
motion of the hand and arm, until the 
butyraceous particles unite ; leaving a fmall 
quantity of thick creamlike matter, or 
ferum ; anfwering to the churn milk of 
the ordinary butter dairy. In “ fcald 
cream dairies,” no churn is in ufe. 

The origin of fo peculiar a practice may, 
perhaps, be traced back to the foreft ftate. 
After the arts of producing butter and 
checfe were difcovered ; yet while, per- 
haps, each family was poffeiTed of no greater- 
dairy than two or three cows ; any procefs 
which enabled the proprietor of fuch a 
dairy to manufacture thofe valuable articles, 
with a degree of certainty, was embraced 
as eligible : and how could a more fortu- 
pate procefs have been ltruck out, than 
that of fecuring the milk and the cream 
from their natural propenfity of entering 
the different ftages of fermentation, than 
the application of fire ; which, at once, 
fecurcs the milk from acidity, and the 
cream from putrefaction until a fufficient 

* . t 

quan- 
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quantity of each can be laid up, for the 
purpofes to which they are particularly 
appropriated ? 

But the difadvantages of this priftine 
pradtice are fuch as to render it ineligible, 
in the prefent flate of cultivation. If, in 
the ordinary pradtice, the embers prove too 
weak, and an additional heat is required, 
frefh fuel is applied ; and, if a fcrupulous 
attention is not paid, the fo: al ebullition 
takes place ; and, in confequence thereof, 
the cream is too frequently mixed with the 
afhes. While over the fire, efpecially if 
frefh fuel be added, the furface receives 
the more volatile parts of the fuel, and 
perhaps a portion of foot $ and after the 
pans are taken off the fire, while they ftand 
in the kitchen or paffages to cool, before 
they be returned to the dairy, the cream is 
liable to the depredations of domeftic ani- 
mals ; and to receive, in a variety of w'ays, 
additional duft and ‘dirt *, 

• In 

* I am here fpeaking of the ordinary practice of far- 
mers, — fuch as I have feen in the Diftrict : Gentlemen, 
and fome dairy farmers, as has beea before noticed, have 
ltovcs fitted up for this operation, which render the- prac- 
tice much more tolerable. 
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In Weft DorfetShire, and the Eaftern 
confines of Devonshire, where the fcalding 
of cream had been in ufe time immemorial* 
the practice has lately given way to the 
ordinary method of railing the cream and 
churning it ; owing to the circumftance of 
the butter of that Diftridt having found its 
way to the London market ; as will be par- 
ticularly mentioned, in fpeaking of the 
dairy District. 

In different parts of Devonshire and 
Cornwall, “ raw cream dairies” are here 
and there fcattered. Gentlemen, efpecially 
ftrangers who fettle in the country, prefer 
** raw cream butter.” That made from 
fcalded cream has frequently a fmokey 
flavor, and wants the even waxlike texture, 
obfervable in well manufadtured butter. 

Two reafons may be afligned for the 
natives of thefe counties perfevering in the 
pradtice of clouting cream. Prejudice, or 
the attachment to eftablilhed cuftoms, 
may be confidered as one. The other is 
their attachment to “ fcald cream,” as a 
delicacy, or article of luxury ; in forming 
the ** juncates,” for which this country is 

cele- 
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celebrated ; and as a favorite addition to 
partly of different forts ; which is ufually 
lerved up with clouts of cream. And, if 
the Weft of England farmers prefer the 
pleafures of the palate to the profits of the 
dairy, it might be extremely improper, irr 
any one, to cenfure them, for continuing 
their prefent fyftem of dairy management. 

Skim cheese. I remarked nothing, in 
the manufadture of this article of *the 
Devonshire dairy, which induced me to 
regifter the minutiae of pradtice. In thd 
dairy which I had the heft opportunity of 
obferving, the cheefe was not genuine. 
However, from general ideas which I ga- 
thered on the fubjedt, it is evident, that 
fealdingthe milk is not unfriendly to cheefe ; 
and it may be worth the trial, whether 
fealding fkim milk in general, previoufly 
to its coagulation, would hot be eligible. : 



26. SWINE. 
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SWINE. 

I. THE BREED, in' this extremity of 
the Ifland, is the fame long, thin-carcafed, 
white kind, which has, pretty evidently, 
been once the prevailing, if not the only, 
breed of the Ifland *. 

II. In the REARING of Swine, the 
moft remarkable circumftance is that of 
letting all the females remain open j and 
for a very fufficient reafon : there is not a 
Spayer, even of Pigs, in the Diftridt of Weft 
Devonfhire ! 

The food of rearing Swine, while young, 
is the refufe of the dairy, with turneps, 
clover, and even grafs, or ordinary herbage, 
boiled l A new idea, in the management 
of Swine. The food of larger ftore Swine 

is 

* See York. EcONi Vol. II. P. 235. And Gto. 
Econ. Vol. I. P. 316. 
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is chiefly grafs : they being not unfrequently 
driven to the fame pafture with the cows, 
and brought home with them, at milking 
hours *. and are kept on, in this way, until 
they be two, or perhaps, three years old, 
before they be put to fatting ! under an 
idea that the bacon of old hogs goes farther, 
than that made from young ones j not cal- 
culating the ex pence of keeping them to 
that extravagant age. 

The native breed of the country, it is 
true, do not fat kindly, under eighteen 
months or two years old ; but, through the 
attentions of the late Sir Francis Drake, 
the Diflridt is, at prefent, in pofTeflion of 
the firfl: breed of Swine in the Iflandj 
namely, the belt variety of the Berkfhire 
breed : and it remains with the farmers to 
chufe whether they will perfevere in their 
prefent unprofitable breed, or adopt one 
which will leave more profit, by fatting, 
at nine months old, than their old fort will, 
at three or four times that age * . 

. III. The 

* I have heard an objection r-aifcd again ft this breed’ 
of Swine, on account of the thicknefs of their (kins, com-* 

pared 
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v III. The method ofFATTING SWINE, 
- :in this Diflrid, forms another of the many 
ifingular practices which fhew, that the 
Pevonfhire hufbandry is not of EngliJI) 
;growth. They are fhut up in a narrow 
elofe hutch, in which they eat, drink, and 
■difcharge their urine and faeces ; which are 
formed, of courfe, into a bed of mud, to 
'fkep in ; their briftly coats being prefently 
"converted into thick coats of mail : in 
which filthy plight, they remaiij until they 
are flaughtered. 

This extraordinary trait of pradice is not 
tb be afcribed, wholly, to negled and flo- 
yenliuefs •, but, in part, to a principle of 
management, which, it is highly probable, 
has been drawn from experience. ** Fat 
pigs fhould lie wet ; it keeps them cool : 
they are of a hot nature, and if they lie on 
dry warm litter, it melts their fat !” And, 
•when applied to pigs fhut up in a elofe 
coop, without an aperture, perhaps, at 

Vol.I. S which 

pared with thofe of the old white fort ; but this objection, 
while the hide of the hog remains a favorite article of 
human food, has Ho weight. 
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which to draw in a little cool freih'aiiy 
. there may be much truth in this theory ; 
which, however, would be ridiculous, if 
applied to hogs fatted in the ordinary 
practice of the Ifland ; in which fatting 
fwine have a clofe room (be it ever fo mean) 
to lie dry and fleep in, and aij open one, or 
Kttle yard, to eat, drink, difeharge, and 
breathe in. The advantage of railing a 
larger quantity of dung is, alone, a fufficient 
recommendation of the latter practice. 

The MATERIALS OF FATTING afC 
Potatoes, with Barley or Oats ground, > or 
Barley boiled . If fuel be cheap, and the 
mill at a diftance, boiling the Barley may 
be as cheap and as little trouble as having 
it ground. ; 

The boiling of hog food,, which 
makes a part of the eftablifhed practice, in 
this Diftridt, forms, at -leail, a fit fubjedt of 
experiment, in others. Where fuel i» 
cheap, the pradtice may perhaps be found 
profitable. 



M • 
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47. 

SHEEP. 

I. BREED. The ESTABLISHED BREED 
t>f the Country, whether we examine 
it on the mountains of Devonlhire and 
Cornwall* or in the cultivated Country 
which lies between them, is uniformly of 
the MIDDLE-WOOLED CLASS. 

What is obfervable, however, in defcrib- 
ing a breed of Sheep, their heads are vari- 
oufly characterized : thofe of fome indi- 
viduals are horned, others polled, or hornlefs 
— provincially “nots;” and between thefe 
there are, of courfe, individuals bearing a 
mongrel deformity of head, as if they were 
really a 'mongrel breed, of recent debafe- 
ment. 

Never thelefs, they have been, beyond 
memory, what they appear to be, at pre- 
fent. And what ftrongly corroborates the 

S 2 idea 
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idea of their being a diftiruft breed, they 
are found, on the Northern fkirts of Dart- 
more, about Okehampton, of a dimi- 
nutive fize : not much larger , than the 
heath Sheep of Norfolk. Yet, in uni- 
formity of wool, in difparity of head, and in 
their general appearance, their fize apart, 
they perfectly accord with the larger variety 
of what may well be confidered as the 
ANTIENT BREED OF THE. COUNTRY. 

‘ * t * • 

It- is obfervable, that, in the different 
varieties of this breed, there are many indi- 
viduals which bear fo ftrong a refemblance 
to the prefent breed of Dorfetfhire, as to 
leave little doubt of their having a natural 
alliance. And it appears to me moft pro-* 
bable, that, the horned Sheep of Dorfetfhire, 
See. have been originally drawn , from the 
antient breed of the Weftern mountains; 
by breeding from a feledtion of the horned 
individuals. While a polled or hornlefs 
breed, now feen in the South Hams,, may 
well feem, from their refemblance, to have 
been raifed, by a fimilar felettion, from the 
hornlefs individuals of the fame antient 
ftock. The encrcafe of carcafe and wool, 

which 
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which they have acquired, is fuch as would 
naturally arife from mountain Sheep being 
transferred to the rich foils, and genial . 
climature, of South Devonshire *. 

The true Dorfetfhire (as they are called), 
or house-lamb breed, are found, at 
prefent, in great purity, in the Vale of 
Exeter, in Eaft Devonshire : of which 
S 3 breed 

* It may, with great (how of probability, be laid, that 
the Sheep of this Country are a mixture of the two breeds 
abovementioned. But from whence, it might be afked, 
were thefe pure breeds imported ? Where are the mother 
(locks ? Suppofing them to have been imported, and fet 
down on the fpots they now feverally occupy, it mud ne- 
ceflarily have been fome centuries ago, to give time to 
their mongrel progeny to mold theirtfelves to foils and 
fituations ; and it is very improbable, that, during the 
dark days of Agriculture, the two breeds fhould have been 
prcferved diftinCt and pure, as we now find them ; efpeci- 
ally the horned variety. Befide, it will prefently appear, 
that the idea of their having been brought to their prefent 
(late, by SELECTION, is not only probable, but practi- 
cable. 

Let it be underlined, however, that what is here fug- 
gefted, refpeding this interefting part of the History 
of Agriculture, in this Ifland, is intended to agitat^ 
the fubjeCt, rather than to fettle the point. 



Digitized by Google 



262 



SHEEP. 



breed there are a few flocks, in this Dif* 
tridt ; but not of the pureft kind. 

The flock I found, at Buckland, were 
of this defcription : but were in a ftate of 
negledt ; — reverting faft back to the native 
breed of the country, both in carcafe and 
head ! But there being ftill a fufl}ciency , 
of the true breed left, to recover the flock 
from its degeneracy, it was thought more 
advifeable to improve them, as the Houfe-j 
lamb breed, than to change them for either 
of the more popular forts, that are working 
their way, even into this remote part, — 
namely, the South Down and the new 
Leicestershire. , 

I mull: not omit to mention, by the way, 
a circumftance attending the improvement 
of the Buckland flock as it farther corro-, 
borates the idea of the horned fheep of Dor- 
fetfhire, &c. having been originally drawn 
from the antient mountain flock . Jn 1 79 1 , 
the flock, viewed in the aggregate, bore a 
much ftronger refemblance to the ordinary 
breed of the Diftridt, than to the Dorfet- 
|hire breeds efpecially in head,— a confi- 
' derable 
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derable portion of them being polled, or 
nearly fo. Neverthelefs, by a feleCtion of 
females, and by employing males of the 
eftablifhed horned breed of Eaft Devon- 
(hire, there was, in 1 794, fcarcely a horned 
individual left, in the flock of five hundred : 
and, in that fhort fpace of time, a fimilar 
alteration of carcafe took place. 

The two breeds above mentioned, are at 
prefent fpreading, in all directions, over the 
face of the Ifland ; and, in conference, 
other breeds will probably be negleCted or 
loft : and although, in many refpeCts, thefe 
two breeds may excel the Dorfetfhire ; yet 
they are neither of them fuitable for the 
Houfe- lamb farmers j who may hereafter 
find it neceflary, to give extravagant prices, 
for the only breed which will fuit their 
purpofe , and which may, therefore, turn, 
out highly profitable, to thofe who now 
preferve it, in its purity. 

Befide, the Houfe-lamb breed, diftinCtly 
from that peculiar excellency, is, as grazing 
ftock, a valuable breed of Sheep.' The 
wedders, of the beft fort, fat perfectly well, 
at two years old ; and pay, perhaps, in a 

S 4 mid- 



Digitized by Google 




264 . •• • s H E E P. ' ; '■* 

middlefoiled upland fituation, fequal, as 
Graziers Rock, to any other breed*. 

,V • ... , t 

• * ' 'A > 

II. BREEDING SHEEP. From what? 
has been faid refpedting thp heterogeneous 
Rate, in which the ordinary flocks of this 
Country now appear, it is not probable that 
much attention has lately been paid to the 
selection of either males or females ; 
and, yet, no Country in the Ifland would 
repay fuch an attention, better, than De- 
von flare j a principal part of whofe lands 

* , ;• . ^ » 1 \ ‘V 

are peculiarly fuitable for Sheep. 

The TIME OF PUTTING THE RAMS 

to the ewes is very early, compared with 

* '• ' « » 

that of moil other Diflri&s. In the in 
Country, the middle of July is the ordinary 
time ; the lambs, of courfe, beginning to 
drop, about ChriRmas ; the month of 
January being the principal time op 
LAMBING. 

In the treatment of Ewes and Lambs, 
I met with little obferyable, in this Dif- 

tridf: 

• ■' /- 

* Thefc remarks arc not intended more to explain my 

own motives, for preferring an oldfafliioned breed, than 
as hints to thofe who have fimilar flocks in their pofleflion. 
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trict : kept grafs is chiefly depended upon, 
as the food of fuckling Ewes* Turneps 
are fometimes given to them : but it is 
found, here, as in other places, that although 
Turneps furnifh a flufh of milk, and are 
beneficial to the Lambs, they do not, at the 
fame time, afford fufficient nourishment to 
the Ewes ; which never fail to fink in flefh, 
when fed on Turneps alone. If, however, 
a fmall quantity of hay were added, to 
correct the laQfefcent quality of the Tur- 
neps, this objection to them, as the food of 
fucklingEwes, would no longer lie. 

The ufual time of weaning lambs 
is Mayor June; except for the late dropt 
Lan^Ksi whofe dams did not take the Ram 
in due feafon. Thefe are fuffered to run 
with the Ewes, and, if dropt very late, as in 
April, are generally cpnfigned to the But- 
cher, 

s r » f - 1 . 

Qu<zrj, May not a long continuance of- 
the practice of breeding from the early 
dropped Lambs, and killing off thofe which 
are lambed later in the feafon, have a (Tided 
in giving the remarkable propenfity or habit, 

peculiar, 
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peculiar to the Sheep of this quarter of the 
Ifland, of admitting the male, at a time 
when the other breeds it contains are in- 
different to the intercourfe of the fexes? 

III. STORE SHEEP. In the shep- 
herding of sheep, die particular which 
tnoft merits obfervation, relates to the fkill 
pf the Devonfhire Shepherds in the training 
of their dogs: and fomething perhaps may 
depend on the nature or breed of thefe 
ufeful animals. Let this be as it may, I 
have not obferved fo much fagacity , activity, 
and fubordination, in the Shepherd’s dog 
of any other Diflridt, 

This breed of dogs are fomewhat fliaggy, 
tall on their legs, and have very fhort tails j 
the colors are various ; but moftly grizzled j 
fome are of a fort of dun , color others — 
a larger fmoother kind, — I have feen of a 
black color, marked with white. 

The excellency of thefe dogs renders 
sheep pens, in a degree, unnecelfary. If 
Sheep require to be looked oyer, or exa- 
mined, as to be handled by the Butcher, or 
to be drelfed, or cleaned, though .it may 

require 
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require an hour’s confinement, they are 
driven into a corner, and kept pent' up 
there, by one or more dogs, until the 
bufinefs be completed. 

If an experienced Shepherd wilh to in- 
fpedt his flock, in a curfory way, , he places ' 
himfelf in the middle of the field or piece 
they are depafturing, and, giving a whiffle 
or a Ihout, the dogs and the fheep are 
equally obedient to the found ; the one 
flies from him, with their fwiftefl: fpeed, 
while the other, from every quarter, draw 
towards him in confiderable hafte, long 
before the dogs have time to approach 
them. The ftragglers are driven in, by 
the circuitous route of the dogs ; which 
keep flying round, from fide to fide, until 
the flock be gathered round the Shepherd, 
clofe enough, not only to be feen, but to 
be laid hold of, by him, if any thing wrong 
be fufpe&ed *. 

An objeftion would be raifed againfl: this 
practice, by the Shepherds of heavy, long- 
wooled Sheep ; as tending to alarm, diflurb, 
and injure the Sheep ; but little of this is 

in 

* Are not thefe practices French 2 
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in fadt produced : for, being accuflomed to 
it, from their earlieft age, no alarm appears 
to take place. They will even follow the 
Shepherd about, as if they were fenfible of 
his care and prctcdlion. Such being the 
effedts of habit, over almoft every fpecies 
of the animal kingdom, when it is early 
induced, and when it is brought on by the 
example of parents, or intimates of riper 
years. 

The summer keep of Sheep, in {he 
ordinary practice of the Diftridt, confifts 
chiefly of the commons and rough paftures 
pf the low country, or of the liiils of Dart- 
moi'e ; to which Sheep are driven, in the 
fummer feafon, froma confiderable diftance. 
Even fome of the larger flocks are fent 
thither ; efpecially, in a dry feafon, when ‘ 
the cultivated upland leys are burnt up. 

In winter, they are of pourfe brought 
back to the inclofures j and to fuch keep 
as the Farmer can find for them. Snow 
feidom lying long, on the lower grounds 
of this Diltridt, very little hay, I underfland, 
is given to ftore Sheep. 

A fixiking feature in the management of 

Sheep, 
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Sheep, throughout Cornwall, and in the 
Weftern Half of Devonihire, is that of 

OMITTINC TO WASH THEM, PREVIOUS 
TO THE SHEARING ! 

This practice, like many other practices 
in hufbandry, has its advantages and difad- 
vantages. In this cafe, the wool weighs 
heavier ; but the price is lower, for “ wool 
in the yolk/’ than it is for walked wool; 
fo that it probably makes little for or againft 
the grower; and, to the manufacturers, 
though it may require fomewhat more labor 
in cleaning, there is a faving of foap, which 
more than makes up the lofs of labor. 
Wool which has been walked on the Sheep’s 
back, requires foap, to cleanfe it properly 
for manufacture ; but in unwafhed wool, 
the “yolk,” or yellow egg-colored matter 
which is lodged among it, precludes the 
' ufe of any additional detergent. Thus it 
becomes to the manufacturer a matter of 
no great importance, whether Sheep be 
waflied or not. 

Xt is obfervable, however, that wool /horn 
in the yolk, is liable to take a confiderable 
degree of heat ; a circumilance which, if 

made 
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made the mod: of, may be highly ferviceable 
to the farmer ; but the procefs of fer-* 
mentation having ceafed, it is probable, 
that not only the weight decreafes very 
rapidly, but that the quality of the wool* 
loaded with fo much dirt, likewife decreafes* 
Befide, if the place of growth and the place 
of manufacture, be, as they too frequently 
are, diftant from each other, the additional 
weight is an objection to the practice under 
notice : which, though it may be perfectly 
right, in a DiftriCt which manufactures its 
own wool, cannot perhaps be generally 
adopted, with propriety. 

IV. FATTING SHEEP. Little is 
required to be faid on this fubjeCt. 

The description of Sheep, fatted, in- 
cludes Wedders, aged ewes, and common 
flieep, bought in for this purpofe, by the 
in-country farmers. 

The materials of fatting are 
grafs, — particularly the aftergrafs of young 
leys, — turneps,&c. The market, chiefly 
Plymouth and its environs. 
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RABBITS. 

I OBSERVED only one Rabbit Warren 

in this Diftridt, which is now Rocked ; 

with a fmall one, that has been difwarrened. 

Neverthelefs, there appears to me to be 

much land in the Weft of Devonfhire, &c. 
% 

which would pay better in a ftate of Rabbit 
warren, than in any other ftate of occu- 
pancy. I mean the higher weaker lands, 
and where the ftdes of the hills have a 
fufficiency of loofe rubble for the Rabbits 
to burrow in. The markets of Plymouth, 
and its Dock, would not fail to take oft* the 
produce. 

An objection to Rabbits, in or near the 
inclofed country, lies in their being de- 
ftrudtive to the large hedge mounds of this 
Diftridt ; in which they burrow, and be- 
come a fpecies of vermin, difficult to ex- 
tirpate ; 
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tirpate j fcooping out the infide j where 
they make their lodgements j generally 
with an entrance on each fide, and a third or 
perhaps a fourth, on the top. But if warrens 
were fufficiently fenced in the York- 
{hire manner, and the fences properly at- 
tended to, this objection would lofe much . 
of its weight. The warren I faw, on the 
fkirts of Dartmore, had no fufficient fence 
to prevent the Rabbits from ftraving. 



29. 

P O U L T R Y. 



THE only circumftance that ftruck me, 
in Devonfhire, with refpeft to this petty 
article of Liveftock, was the fcarcity of 

E^gs, compared with the number of fowls; 

The markets of Plymouth, I underthnd, 
are fupplied with eggs, in fome confide- 
rable part, from the North of Devonfiiire j 
from whence they arc fent, twenty or 

thirty 
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thirty miles, by land ; and this \^hile> to 
common appearance, there are a fufficient 
number of Fowls kept, within ten miles 
of it, to fupply all its wants of this article. 
This circumftance did not ftrike me* 
until I had fpent fome time in Scotland ; 
where, from no greater appearance of 
Fowls, the quantity of Eggs confumed in 
the country, and the extfaordinary quantity 
fent, efpecially from Berwick, to the 
London market, is almofl: incredible. 

Thefe extraordinary fadts led me to a 
clofer inveftigation of this fubjedt, than I 
had, theretoforfc, thought it entitled to$ 
and it evidently appears, that the whole 
diiparity of produce may be traced to a 
flifparity of management, 

in Scotland, Fowls in general rooft in the 
warm fmokey cottages of their owners ; 
are nurtured, and forced in a hot houfe, 
The confequence is, they produce Eggs in 
every feafpn i and, generally fpeaking, the 
year round. The Gentlemen of Scotland, 
feeing the fr.periority of the Cottage Fowls, 
in their produdtivenefs pf Eggs, have re-, 
moved the comparative fterilit^ Qf their 
Vol.I. T pwn* 
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own, by keeping them, literally, in hot 
houses ; — built on a fimilar principle to 
thofe in which exotic plants are conferved : 
flues being formed in the walls - y with 
niches or fmall recedes, on the infide, for 
the Fowls to lay and breed in: with roofts 
for them to reft on at night. 

The fame fort of fecundity is well known 
to be produced, by the warm livery ftables 
of London, 

On the contrary, in Devonshire, Fowls 
rooft in the cool open air j frequently in 
trees ; in a Jiate of nature. 

The Fowl, in its native woods, probably, 
bred only once a year ; and, of courfe, 
produced Eggs at no other feafon ; and, I 
think, we may fairly infer, that the nearer, 
they are fuffered to approach that ftate, 
the lefs fruitful they will prove. 
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DISTRICT THE SECOND . 

t * • •' 1 

THE 

SOUTH HAMS , : 

OF 

DEVONSHIRE. 

- 1 *1 . / 

. * ’ i 

Introductory Remarks. 

T HE knowledge which I gained, of this 
Diftridt of the W#:st of England, 
was collected in palling through it re- 
peatedly, in my journies to and from Weft 
Devonshire ; in an excursion purpofely 
made, in the autumn of 1791, to examine- 
into its Natural Characters, and to mark 
how far its Rural Management differs from 
that of the Diftridt, which circumftances 
had affigned me as my principal Station ; 
and in viewing a part of the Drake 
estate, which lies within the South 
Hams, 

T 2 The 
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The EXCURSION was made fromlvY- 
bridge, a rich and romantic fituation, at 
the foot of the Dartmore mountains, to 
Modbury, and Kingsbridge; thence 
to Totness and its fertile environs : from 
thence returning, by a different route, to 
Ivy bridge. 

In defcribing the Natural Characters, and 
the Outlines of Management, obferved in 
this DiftriCt, I fhall, here, as on other oc- 
cafions, purfue the method which Nature 
and Science dictate. 




GENERAL 



SOUTH HAMS. x 7 7 

) . t » : 



GENERAL VIEW 

O F 

THIS DISTRICT. 

1 • ' ** ” . , 

I. SITUATION. The South Hams 
form the Southernmoft point of the Depart- 
ment of Country, which is the fubjed: of 
the prefent Volumes. Its natural 
boundaries areDartmore and the Heights 
of Chudleigh, on the North Plymouth 
Sound, on the Weft; and Torbay, on the 
Eaft ; — the Englifh Channel fheathing its 
Southern point ; — its outline, or figure, 
being nearly triangular. 

II. EXTENT. Eftimating the bafe of 
the triangle at thirty miles, and its perpen- 
dicular at fifteen miles, we have an area of 
two hundred and twenty five miles j but 
if we include the rich valley of the Dart, 

T 3 which 



Digitized by Google 




DISTRICT. 



278 

which runs up towards Alhburton, we may 
fet down the extent of the South Hams at 
two hundred and fifty fquare miles, or one 
hundred and fixty thoufand acres. 

III. ELEVATION. The tide flows up 
the eftuaries, — with which the Diftridt is 
deeply indented on every fide except the 
North, — a confiderable way within its 
area : neverthelefs, the tops of the hills, of 
which the Diftridt may be faid to be com- 
pofed, are elevated confiderably above the 
Sea. • Viewing it with regard to Agriculture, 
it is truly an Upland Diftridt. The bolder 
fwells, towards the center of it, might be 
termed Heights ; although, in comparifon 
with the Mountains that overlook them, 
they are Hillocks of a pigmy order. 

IV. SURFACE. Viewed from even 
the midway ftages of the Dartmore Hills, 
from whence almoft every acre of the South 
Hams is diftindtly feen, the Surface appears 
flat, or barely furrowed with water courfes, 
— a broad flat of marfhes, or an extent of 
low vale lands. 

But 
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But in crofting the country, the Traveller 
finds endlefs difficulties, arifing from the 
great inequalities of furface. It is billowy 
in the extreme. Some of the Swells are 
- nearly femiglobular. The South Hams are 
the Stroudwater Hills of Glocefterfhire, 
without wood, — or the moft billowy paf- 
fages of the Chalk Hills of Kent or Surrey, 
interfered with hedges. Round Totnefs, 
the ground is moft ftrongly featured ; being 
there divided by deep rivered vallies ; and 
between this and the feet of the hills, a 
fimilar ftyle of ridge and valley is obferved ; 
correfponding with that of the more W ef- 
tern Diftriift. 

V. WATERS. The Hills of the South 
Hams, as thofe of Weft Devonshire, are 
well watered. Springs are feen to pour 
forth their limpid rills from the fides of the 
Swells, and frequently from near their Sum- 
mits. The waters from thefe fprings col- 
led: in the vallies, and form rivulets and 
minor rivers ; five or fix of which have 
their eftuaries, advancing Some miles within 
the area of the Diftrid. 

T 4 The 
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The Dart is a ft ream of confiderable 
magnitude. The reft mere brooks, at dead 
vfater ; but fwell into rapid torrents, in the 
times of floods; The Yalm, at Ivybridge, 
i§ a mountain torrent of the firft rank. 

VI. SOILS. To convey the beft idea, 
t am able, of the foils of this fertile DiftriCt, 
I will adduce the remarks which were 
made, at the different times of examining 
them. 

IvybRidge to Kjngsbridge. The 
Soil uniformly fertile. The tops of fome 
of the hills are rich grazing ground ! 
Other hills are leaner 'and lefs productive. 
But I obferved not a field worth lefs than 
ten or fifteen fhillings, an acre. The whole 
ride is worth twenty (hillings, on a 'par ! 
much of it forty fhillings, an acre, to a. 
Farmer. The hill fides are excellent corn 

land ; — the bottoms rich meadows. Some 

, / * 

little red foil is feen, in this ride. 

Kingsbrjdge to Totness, The na- 
ture and appearance of the country are much 
like thofe obferved, between Ivybridge and 

Kingfbridge , 
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Kinglbridge ; excepting a high fwell or 
fwells, the foil of which is much inferior 
to any, in the foregoing ride : — The produce 
furzey, inclinable to heath : one of the 

Chudleigh Hills thrown in here. Much 
red foil appears in this ride. The water 
of the road, in fome places, red almoit as 
blood. 

Environs of Totness. The foil of 
thefe Hills is rich in the extreme, — even 
to their very fummits ! moil rich grazing 
ground. Autumnal grafs, near a foot long, 
now reclining on the ground j as grofs, 
and as darkly green, as the autumnal herbage 
of the Vale of Berkley. 

Totness to Ivybridge. The foil 
fimilar to that of the central and more 
Southern parts of the Diftriit j but, on the 
whole, not fo good. 

Ivybridge. A rich plot of ground to 
the Eaft of the Yalm: — a deep loam on a 
fort of gravel : worth, to a Farmer, thirty 
or forty fhillings, an acre. 

Sherford Estate. The Country is 
atprefent fo completely burnt up, with the 

inveterate 
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inveterate drought of this, fummcr (1794), 
that no accuracy of judgement can be formed 
of it. The foil, in general, is evidently of 
a fuperior quality. But judging from the 
prefent parchednefs of the crops, fome parts 
of it are as evidently too fhallow : a defedt 
which' appears to be common to mofl of the 
lands of the South Hams. 

General Observations. From the 
fum of thefe particulars, it is evident, that 
the South Hams, with, refpedfc to foil, ranks 
high among the fertile Diftridts of this 
Ifland. There are very few, of equal extent, 
to place in competition with it. 

VII. SUBSOILS. In the South Hams, 
as in Weft Devonshire, slatey rock, 
and slate-stone rubble, are the pre- 
vailing Subfoils : with, however, a few 
variations in the former, which are not ob- 
fervable in the latter. A vein of lime- 
stone runs along the Northern margin of 
the South Hams ; and, in different parts of 
its area, a deep red ochery loam is ob-* 
fervable j and, at the foot of Dartmore, a 
fort of gravel is met with. But thefe 

variations 
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variations are only incidental ; and it may 
be faid of this Diftridt, as of Weft Devon- 
Ihire, that its lands are clean and found, 
adapted either to corn or grafs ; — inclining 
towards the extreme of abforbency, rather 
than to that of retentivenefs. 

VIII. TOWNSHIPS. Some of thofe 
on the Northern margin of the Diftridt, at 
the feet of the Dartmore Hills, are very 
extenfive : a circumftance which has pro- 
bably arifen from the unreclaimed ftate of 
their lands, at the time they were diftributed 
into Townfhips. But the more remarkable 
circumftance of the lands of the area of the 
Diftridt — of lands fo dry, rich, and habitable 
as thofe of the South Hams — lying in 
Townthips above the ordinary fize, may be 
more difficult to be accounted for. Per-r 
haps, the beft reafons that can be affigned 
for it are, their having been kept long in a 
ftate of open pafture, as their name would 
feem to import they were ; and, in courfe, 
their prefent ftate of inclofure and culti- 
vation being of comparatively modern 
date. 

IX. TOWNS, 
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IX. • TOWNS, &c. Plymouth and 
its Environs have the fame influence on the 
Weftern point of the South Hams, as they 
have on Weft Devonfhire. And the fea 
port df Dartmouth draws off fome part 
of the produce of the Eaftern quarter. 

. The more inland market Towns are 
Totness, PlYxMPTon, Modbury, and 
Kingsbridce : with feveral confiderable 
Villages, 

X. INLAND NAVIGATION. The 
Eftuaries, which have been mentioned, 
afford convenient paffage to fmall veffels ; 
and, perhaps, preclude the ufe of Canals, 
while the Country remains in its prefent 
ftate. From Kinglbridge, confiderable 
quantities of corn and cider are faid to be 

. ftiipped off. Small maft veffels reach 
Totnefs. And Aunton Gifford, a finely' 
fituated Village, has its Eftuary; which, 
however, like the reft, is fhrinking from the 
fpot, where in much probability, it for- 
...merly gave rife to the Village or Town, 
which it has now deferted. But fome rich 
marih lands, which it lias left in its ftead, 
more perhaps than recompenfe the lofs. 

XI. ROAD& 
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XI. ROADS. On the Roads, as on the 
Soils, of the South Hams, I will trarifcribe 
the extemporary remarks which I find in 
my journals. 

Exeter to Plymouth. The Road, 
though generally too narrow, is in many 
parts exceedingly well formed, and well 
kept. The materials blue marble, and a 
hard ruft-colored ftone. In fome places, 
the barrel of the Rdad might be termed the 
fegment of a marble cylinder. But the 
lofty hedges, on either fide, are not only in- 
tolerable nuifances to the Traveller, whom 
they feclude j but, in many parts, are in- 
jurious to the Road. The Magiftrates have, 
therefore, a double motive for enforcing the 
law ; fo far, at leaft, as to ftrike off the fide 
boughs which contraft the lanes, and over- 
fhadow the Road j and, in fuitable parts, as 
at the more abrupt bends, to keep the brufh- 
wood down to the banks ; — at once to let 
in currents of air, to dry the road when wet, 
and to blow off the dull when dry ; and, at 
the fame time, to difclofe the beauties of 
their Country to thofe who travel through 
it. Befide, by obliging their tenants to 
, prune 
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prune the hedges of the Roads, they might . 
fee the utility of the practice, and might be 
induced to extend it to Farm fences in 
general*. 

• Ivy bridge to Kingsbridge, The 

t • 

Roads are moft intricate ; numerous, nar- 

£ 

row, and crooked ; and rendered umilar in 

their appearance, by the fame tall banks, 

and taller hedgewood, which are common 

to the Diftridt ; and this without guide polls 

to aflift the ftranger : efpecially in the bye 

roads, where they are the moft wanted. 

They are likewife moft unlevel, — braving 

x • 

the fteep, where ftde -long roads would be 
equally near. 

Environs of Totness, The private 
Roads, to grounds, how fteep ! ftraight in 
the face of the fteepeft part of the hill ! 
Firft, no doubt, foot paths ; ftill horfe paths. 
Some of them too fteep, even for fledges, 
Tptne.ss to Ivybridge, The Roads 
much better laid out in this, than in the 
other rides. They frequently lead along 
the tops of the hills, and wind acrofs the 
vallies. There is much level road, and 
, . . little 

* See the Minutes on this fubject, 
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little that is Reep. This is a proper pattern 
for the other Roads of the South Hams ; 
though it could not be followed in all. 
The materials Rone j beaten tolerably 
fmall, — and covered, when frelh laid on, 
with earth or rubbUh, to foften and bind 
the rough materials. The almoR only in- * 
Ranee I have met with, in common practice, 
pf this moR eligible method, 

XII. STATE OF IN CLOSURE. The 
entire DiRridt, fome fmall plots excepted, 
is in a Rate of permanent inclofure ; and 
moRly in well fized fields, with Rraight 
fences ; except againfi public lanes ; which 
are in general winding ; as if they had been 
formed to inclofe fuch fortuitous roadways, 
as we fee deviating acrpls forefis, and other 
open commonable lands : a fadt which 
renders it highly probable, that the DiRridfc 
was inclofed from a Rate of common paf- 
ture ; or from a Rate pf paRure lands inter- 
mixed with temporary arable inclofures ; 
Rich as have been already particularly 
poticed *. 

XIII. HEDGE, 

* See Page 32. 
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XIII. HEDGEROWS. The Han, 
monian Fence is common to the South 
'Hams. High mounds furmounted by 
Coppice wood. Not a Hedgerow Tree or 
a Pollard in a hundred fquare miles ! As 
naked of Hedge Timber, as the recently 
inclofed Ends of Leiccfterlhire. Perhaps 
the fea air is an enemy to. Hedgerow Trees. 
Or the high mounds of this Country are not 
fit to receive them. Or the life-leafe tenure 
has an intereft in preventing their riling, 

XIV. PRESENT PRODUCTIONS, 
Along the Northern margin of the Diftridt, 
and on the fteep rugged banks of the Daft, 
Plots of Woodland are obfervable. But 
fpeaking generally of the South Hams of 
Devonfhire, they may be faid to be deftitute 
of wood ; except what grows on the Hedge 
banks. Yet the fuel of the Country is 
wood ; and it is, I believe, abundantly fup- 
plied with that neceifafy article, from its 
Hedges : a circumflartce which would no 
longer appear extraordinary, if we were to 
calculate the proportional quantity of the 
lands of the Ditlridi;, which they occupy. 

Thq 
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The Produce of its farm lands varies 
in different parts of the Diftridi. Not only 
the bottoms or coombs, in every part, are 
kept in a ftate of permanent grafs ; but, in 
fome parts, the fides, and even the fummits, 
of the fwells, particularly abouff Totnefs, 
are preferred in the fame ftate. And al- 
though I obferved no extenfive plots, of 
fuch lands, as there ate about Mylton Abbots 
and Lamerton j yet, perhaps, taking the 
Diftridt throughout, the proportion of per* 
manent grafsland, in the South Hams, is 
equal to that, in Weft Devonfhire. 

XV. THE APPEARANCE OF THE 
COUNTRY. Notwithftartding the ex- 
traordinary beauty of the ground, or natural 
furface, of this Diftridt, it is far from being 
rich in pidturable feenery. Square fields, 
and ftraight lines of Hedgewood, how pro- 
fitable foever they may be to the Farmer, 
and pleafurable to a mind refledting on their 
utility, — are not grateful to an eye, viewing 
them in the light of Ornament. 

This, however, applies moft clofely to 
the area, or more central parts, of the South 
Vol.I. U Hams. 
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Hams. The Northern margin is finely 
diverfified. In the valley of the Dart, about 
Totnefs, the views in every direction are 
fine. Compofitions the mod: ftriking might 
here be caught. Below Kinglbridge too, 
the fcenery is fine. And from Modbury 
Church, in the area of the Diftrict, fome 
lovely views are feen : winding coombs, 
backed by the rugged fcenery of the Nor- 
thern margin, and diftanced by the moun^ 
tain heights of Dartmore. But an eye 
delighted with the wilder fcenery of nature, 
will find, on the banks of the Yalm, above 
and below Ivy bridge, the fulleft fcope 
for its gratification. 

XVI. TENANCY. Lifeleafehold is 
the prevailing Tenure, or Tenancy, of the 
South Hams, as of Weft Devonfture. 

XVII. POOR’S RATE. An evidence 
of the mifchiefs which manufactures 
are capable of entailing on Agriculture, 
ftands confpicuous, at prefent, (1791) ill 
this Diftridt. 

Some years fince, a woollen manufactory, 

of 
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of confiderable extent, was fet on foot, at 
Modbury, and carried on with fpirit, and 
with fuccefs to the individuals who profe- 
cuted it. But their end being anfwered, 
the manufadture ceafed, and all the vice 
and debility, which it had drawn together, 
were left as a load upon the parilh. The 
confequence of which is, I am informed, 
the Occupiers of Lands, within the Town- 
fhip of Modbury, are now paying five {hil- 
lings in the pound, to the poor, while thofe 
of the furrounding parishes, do not pay two 
{hillings. 
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AGRICULTURE 

O F 

THIS DISTRICT. 

I. FARMS. Moft of* the characv 
ter isTics of the Farms, of the Sooth 
Hams, appear in the foregoing Remarks, 
on the prefent Rate of the District at 
large. 

The sizes of Farms, here, are various; 
the South Hams refembling, in this and 
other refpedts, the more Weftern parts of 
this quarter of the County . Fifty pounds, 
a year, rack rent, is efleemed a middle-fized 
Farm. One hundred pounds, a year, a 
full-fized one. 

II. FARMERS. In a Country which 
is principally divided into fmall Farms, it 

Would 
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would be unreafonable to look for many of 
that valuable order of men, who are ufually 
ltyled capital Farmers. At the fair 
of Plympton, or at the market of Kingf* 
bridge, I faw no appearance of men of this 
rank in fociety. Neverthelefs, men of en- 
lightened minds are familiarly fpoken of. 
Indeed, from fome modern improvements, 
which will appear in this detail, to have been 
introduced into the Diftrid, we might fafely 
conclude, without other evidence, that it 
poffeffes men, who think for themfelves, 
and ad without the authority pf their an* 
ceftor?. 

III. BEASTS OF LABOR. Thefeare 
Oxen, Horses, and Asses: the laft being 
pot uncommonly ufed for pack loads. 

The plow team is four or fix oxen ; 
or four light, or two heavier oxen, with two 
horfes before them j or three, or in fome 
inftances, two horfes, — with a boy, or a 
man, to drive, or lead them ! 

Aroad teamHo not recoiled; to have 
feen, out of the public road, between Exeter 
jtpd Plymouth ; and very few in it. Pack 
U 3 HORSES, 
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horses, I believe, are the prevailing, or 
univerfal, means of transfer, whether of 
produce, of manure, or of materials in ge- 
neral. 

IV. IMPLEMENTS. The waggon 
and the cart may be faid to be wanting, 
in the South Hams ; which, in this parti- 
cular, appears, from everything I have feen 
and heard, to be behind Wert Devonthire. 
I have feen building rtones carried on horfe- 
back along the fineft road in the kingdom j 
clofe by the fide of which they were raifed ; 
and conveyed to a neighbouring town* 
through v/hich the road pafles. 

In the plow of this Diftri<ft, I obferved 
no deviation from that of Wert Devonshire; 
except in the addition of a foot, in one or 
more inrtances, 

V. MANAGEMENT OF FARMS. 
The only obfervable deviation, in the gene- 
ral management of the South Hams, from 
what may be ftyled the genuine Banmo- 
n ian husbandry, lies in the proportion 
of corn crops to temporary ley grounds, on 

the 
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the lands that are fubjeCted to an alternacy 
of corn and grafs. 

In Welt Devonfhire, the regular diftri- 
bution has been broken, in fome fort, by 
the introduction of Turn eps and Pota- 
toes *. In the South Hams, the breach 
has been made ftill wider, by the intro- 
duction of CLOVER LEYS FOR WHEAT, 
and the practice of fowing wheat after 

TURNERS. 

How long thefe practices have been in- 
troduced, I did not learn. But from their 
not having j et reached the more Weftern 
DiftriCt, they are probably of modern date. 
And although I obferved them in feveral 
inftances, they are probably not yet intro- 
duced into the ordinary management, even 
of this DiftriCt, 

The CRors of the South Hams are thq 
three corn crops of Wheat, Barley, and 
Oats. The Puifes are fparingly, if at all,' 
cultivated in the DiftriCt. Beans, at leaft, 
are imported, in quantity. Some Purneps , 
a few potatoes, and cultivated herbage, 
form the reft of its arable crops, 

U 4 VI. MA- 

* See Page 137. 
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VI. MANAGEMENT OF SOILS, 
Nothing ftruck me, in this department of 
management, as differing, from the practice 
of Weft Devonshire. The fame veiling, 
burning, and one plowing of ley grounds 
for Wheat and Turneps are obfervable: 
with, however, in fome cafes, ?.n additional 
Species of tillage, which, though partially 
ufed, throughout this quarter of Devon- 
shire, did not fall under my infpedtion, in 
the more Weftern Diftrift. 

This operation in tillage, has for fom* 
length of time, I underftand, been prac- 
tifed here, under the ludicrous name of 
“ tormenting.’’ It is performed with a 
subplow* of many fhares, which are 
fixed in a triangular frame, fupported by 
wheels j thefe fhares, or fub-hoes, working 
a few inches beneath the furface. 

The onlyinftance, in which I particularly 
examined it in ufe, was on a ley ground 
which had been veiled &c. for 'f’urneps, tQ 
be fown on one plowing : the tormenting 
being done previoufly to the plowing j for 

-* i > ; 

which 

* §ec Minutes of Agriculture, in Surrey, 
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which it is an admirable preparation j as 
not only feparating the roots of weeds, but 
breaking the foil, and rendering it thp 
more obedient to the harrow. As a prepay 
ration for Wheat, to be fown under fimilar 
eircumftances, the operation feems to bp 
(equally eligible, 

VII, MANURES. The fame manures, 
and the fame management of them, are 
common to the South Hams, and to Weft 
Devonshire. The ufe of sea sand is faft 
declining. Lime is in full repute, and is 
managed, I believe, without deviation, 
agreeably to the method which has been 
deferibed. And beat burning, though 
prohibited by fome, is ftill in high efti- 
mation. 

VIII. WHEAT. A new variety of 
Wheat has lately been raifed in this Dif. 
trift, and is likely to become a favorite 
fort *. This improvement, having been 

made 

* For an accurate method of raising varieties of 
Wheat or other grain, fee York. Econ. Vol. II. P. 
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made by a Farmer, or' a Farmer’s fon, and 
adopted by profeffional men, is a hrong 
evidence that the bonds of prejudice are at 
length broken . 

Succession. Burnt ley ground appears 
to be hill the prevailing matrix for Wheat, 
But, as has been mentioned. Clover leys, 
and Turnep lends, are now more or lefs 
fown with this crop. 

The time of sowing. Ingoingover 
the Dihrift, in the latter end of October, 
I had an opportunity of obferving this par- 
ticular. Sowing was then commencing. 
But, in general, the lime and earth hill re- 
mained, in roof heaps, unfpread : and, in 
many places, among T urneps, uneaten off. 
Some Clover leys were then breaking up , 
and, in one or two inhances, men and 
women were hacking over the plowed 
ground, to receive the feed*. November 
is probably the principal feafon of fc wing. 
But it is thought “ very well if they finilh 
by Chrihmas.” Can this be right? Is 
the pjathice peculiarly adapted to the cli- 

mature 

■* Sec P. i §9. 
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mature of the South Hams ? Or is it pur-, 
fued, to counteract the foulnefs of the 
foil * ? Or is it merely a bad practice, 
that wants to be improved ? 

IX. TURNEPS. / In the South Hams, 

t » 

as in Weft Devonshire, Turneps are ftill 
univerfally grown, after temporary Ley ; 
except a few that are fown in autumn, on 
Wheat ftubble. I met with no inftance, 
nor could I hear of any, in which they were 
fown after Wheat or Oats, of the preceding 
year, agreeably to the prevailing practice of 
England. 

Nor did I fee or hear of an inftance, in 
which T urneps were cleaned, and fet out at 
fuitable diftances, with the hoe, as in that 
practice. 

XT. GRASSLANDS. The species of 
Grafsland, here, as ih the more Weftem 
DiftriCt, are 

Mowing grounds, or meadows ; which are 

partially 

* Wheat fl ubbles, in general, were then in full herbage. 
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partially watered, throughout the Dif- 
tridt; 

Grazing grounds, or rich upland paftures ; 
which were remarked, more particularly, 
about Ermington, Aunton, and K,ingf- 
bridge ; and, moft efperially, about Tot- 
nefs ; and 

Pajlure grounds, or the ordinary tempo- 
rary leys of the Danmonian hufbandry. 

In the management of Grafslands, I 
perceived nothing which gave me reafon to 
apprehend,' that it differs from that of 
West Devonshire* 

XI. ORCHARDS, &c. This is the 
principal fruit-liquor Diftrift of Devon- 
shire. But, as I had fo favorable an oppor- 
tunity of making myfelf matter of the 
Devonihire pratttice, in the place of my 
refidence *, I had the lefs occafion to attend 
to it, in the South Hams ; whofe practice, 
from what I law of it, is the fame as that of 
Wett Devonihire i except in the greater 

atten- 



* See Note, Page 214* 
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attention which is paid, in the former, to 
the procefs of fermentation. But the Here- 
fordshire practice being Still far fuperior, in 
this refpedt, to that of South Devonshire ; 
and having already given an ample and, 
I believe, an accurate detail of that practice, 
it is the lefs neceflary to refume the Subjedt, 
in this place. 

In the proportionate quantity of or- 
chard grounds, the South Hams, in like 
manner, refembles the Weft of Devonshire. 
A ftranger, in riding acrofs the country, 
would not fufpedt it to be a fruit-liquor 
Diftridt. None of fuch extenfive plots of 
orchard ground, as meet the eye, in tra- 
velling through Herefordshire, &c. and in 
fome parts of Kent, are feen in South De- 
vonshire. Neverthelefs, the farms being 
fmall, and each having its Orchard, the 
aggregate quantity. is considerable. The 
trees being low, and conSined chiefly to the 
vallies, and perhaps overtopped by tall 
hedgerows, account for the little Show they 
make. 

A minutia of pradtice in the disposal of 

apples, 
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apples, for houlhold purpofes, may not be 
too trivial to notice. In the ordinary prac- 
tice of the kingdom, they are fold by 
meafure i but, here, not unfrequently by 
number : a fhillirig a hundred being el- 
teemed a moderate price. 

XII. CATTLE. The breed is that 
of Devonjhire : excepting a few, in the 
hands of individuals, of the J!:ort horned 
breed *. 

The South Iiams is not emphatically a 
Breeding Diftridl. Corn rather than 
Cattle appears, to a Granger puffing through 
the Country, to be the principal object of 
the Farmers of the South Hams. Many 
of the working Oxen, that are feen in this 
Diftrift, are doubtlefs purchalbd of the 
Moorfide Farmers^* 

XIII. SHEEP. I obferved fome con- 
fiderable flocks, on the Weft fide of the 
Diftridt ; and fmaller parcels on the Eaft. 

The 

* See Min. 5. 
t See Page 245. 
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The breed varies as to head. On the 
Eaft fide of the Diftrift, particularly about 
Totnefs, I obferved a thick-carcafed, long- 
wooled kind, uniformly polled, and with 
mottled or grey faces *. 

* See Page 260. 
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A 

RETROSPECTIVE VIEW 

OF THE 

RURAL ECONOMY 

O F 

SOUTH DEVONSHIRE, 

I N taking the foregoing View of the 
South Hams and its Rural Manage- 
ment, fome reflections have arifen, which 
it might be wrong to fupprefs. 

Viewing its ftate of hufbandry, in the 
aggregate, and including the modern im- 
provements of individuals, it approaches 
nearly to the medium of that of the king- 
dom at large. The permanent grafslands 
appear to be moftly well kept, and are 
many of them partially watered : and the 
Vol. I, X. lands 
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lands fubjedtedto aration are not flxikingly 
foul ; nor do they appear, fuperjicially , to 
be greatly in want of tillage. 

Neverthelefs, one who has been accuf- 
tofned to the more fertile parts of Norfolk, 
of the Midland Counties, and of other fer- 
tile and well cultivated Diflridts, — and to 
obferve, in the autumnal months, the 
plenty which everywhere prefents itfelf,- 
— the Ipacious barn, and well ftored rick 
yard, with herds and flocks feen in every 
diredtiori, — is ftruck with the apparent de- 
ficiency of produce, .whether of corn or of 
cattle, in travelling over the South Hams, 
at the fame feafon. 

- This apparent deficiency, is no doubt, 
in a cOnfiderable 4 e gree, owing to the 
fmallnefs of the farms, and to the farm- 
fteads being much fecluded in the vallies. 
But fimilar appearances are obfervable, in 
the fairs ami markets of the Diftridt. „ And 
I am of opinion, that its produce, at prefent, 
is far from being adequate to its natural 
advantages. 

V iewi ng the Diftr idt of the South Hams, 
arid its present state of husbandry. 
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in the detail ; a few modern improvements, 
— chiefly perhaps of individuals, — only ex- 
cepted ; they perfectly agree with thofe of 
West Devonshire. In soil, surface, 
and established practice, they may 
well be confidered as the same Dis- 
trict; and the following remarks are 
applicable to the whole of the inclofed lands 
of 

SOUTH DEVONSHIRE ; 

' J 4 % . ' . , # .1 '• 

IT may be right to premife, that, not- 
withftanding the apparent deficiency, in 
refpedt to produce, the lands of South De- 
vonfhire pay a rent, equal to what would be 
efteemed their fair value, in better culti- 
vated Diftridts. This feeming contra- 
diction is to be reconciled, by the circum- 
flance of the Danmo'nian practice having 
no high-fed horfes to fupport ; — by the 
lownefs of wages, and by the frugality of 
living, among working farmers ; — by a 
ready market and much water carriage 
and, flill more, by the favorable circum^ 
X 2 fiance 
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ftande of lime being freely ufed, on a foil 
that is not yet faturated with the calca- 
reous principle. 

Among the numerous IMPROVE- 
MENTS, of which this Divifion of the 

v 

Weft of England is fufceptible, the follow- 
ing have occurred to me, in taking a retro- 
fpedive view of the foregoing regifters of 
its prefent practice. Many of them are 
noticed in thofe regifters. But I think it 
right to bring the whole together here, for 
the greater eafe of thofe, who may be 
difpofed to promote the profperity, of this 
favored part of the Ifland. 

In the form of farm yards much is 

i- ' 

to be done efpecially in providing proper 

receptacles for dung $ to prevent its moft 

valuable parts from being diflipated. In 

fome few cafes, I have feen the water, from 

dung yards, led over grafslands. But unlefs 

a refervoir be formed, to colled: fuch water, 

, 

in order to throw it over the land, in a 
large body, its effeds are very confined and 
inconfiderable. For hints on this fubjed, , 
fee the clofe of the following Minutes. 

4: In the management of hedges, I 
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am of opinion much improvement may be 
made, by pruning the fides, fo as to prevent 
their drip and fhade from deftroying the 
under growth of the mounds, and the crops 
on either fide of them ; as well as to pro- 
mote the upward tendency and ftrength of 
the wood, which grows on the tops of the 
mounds ; whofe furfaces, being limited, 
can only throw out a certain quantity of 
produce j and it is but reafonable to con- 
clude, that fo much of the nourishment, as 
is Suffered to be expended on the Spreading 
outfide boughs, is loft to the more ufeful 
ftems, which rife upon the top. See the 
Minutes, on this fubjetft. 

A proper form of a lease, for a term 
of years, appears to be much wanted j fuch 
a form as will encourage .improvements, 
and give encreafing value to eftates ; — in- 
ftead of that which is at prefent in ufe. 
The modern forms of Norfolk, York- 
shire, and the Midland Counties, will 
furnifh hints on this important part of the 
management of landed property *, 

X 3 In 

* Sec thofc Forms, in their rcfpe&ivc Remitters, 
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In the application of lands to their fitteft 
ufes, fomething remains to be dope. There 
are many lites which would pay for plant- 
ing, and fome, which are are now in a 
ftate of woodland, that would pay for 
clearing. See page 59. 

In the MANAGEMENT OF TIMBER, 
there is room for much improvement. See 
page 88. . - 

The use of wheel carriages may 
be profitably extended to many of the farms, 
both of the South Hams, and of the more 
Weftern DiftriCts. 

The ordinary plow of thefe Diftridts is 
fufceptible of very effential improvement : 
and the turn wrest plow would be 
found highly ufeful, in cultivating the 
fteeper lands of this broken hilly country. 

But the greateft improvement, which 
thefe DiftriCts appear to be capable 'of re- 
ceiving, lies in the succession of arablp 
crops. The prefent practice of taking 
three corn crops in immediate fucceffion, 
as well as the paucity of tillage which the 
land receives for tliefe three crops (and 
even perhaps the ineffective form of the 

- * . J • v ' • 

plow !) 
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plow !), doubtlefs arofe from the difficulty 
which was experienced, at the time this 
practice was eftablilhed,in the RENEWAL 
OF THE SWARD, after fallows, pulfe 
crops, or more efficient tillage. Even the 
practice of drawing the weeds of Turneps, 
inftead of cutting the ground over with the 
hoe, may have originated in the fam? ex- 
perience. 

But now, that the art of CULTIVA- 
TING SWARD is known, and pradtifed, 
fuch a mode of procedure is become im- 
proper : for the cleaner the foil, and the 
finer the tillage, with the more certainty 
and effedt may fward be cultivated. 

In the Midland Diftridt, where the foil 
is retentive of moifture, and where the Tur- 
nep crop, and breeding flocks of ffieep, are 
lefs eligible, than they are, on the abforbent 
foils of Devonfhire, there is .a better plea 
for perlevering in a fimilar pradtice. See 
Mid. Econ. Vol. I. P. 186, and the Mi- 
nute there referred to; alfo Vol. I. P, 
195 : where the reader may find this inte- 
refting fubjedt difcufled. 

. In the MANAGEMENT OF THE SOIL, 

' X 4 very 
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very much requires to be done. The firft 
Hep is to clear it from obftrudtions of the 
plow } and the next to refcue it from the 
dominion of weeds, to which much of it 
may well be faid to be, at prefent, fubjeft. 
In other words, it requires to be WHOLLY 
RECLAIMED from a ftate of nature and 
jiegledt. 

This reclaim is to be effected, by FREE 
CLEAN FALLOWS; or FALLOW 
CROPS, whether of roots, herbage, 
or pulse ; according to the circumftances 
of the refpedtive lands, and the ftate of 
foulnefs in which they are found. 

Another ohvious improvement, in the 
foil procefs, is that of driving two oxen, 
with whip rein?, in all the lighter works 
of tillage ; carrying a width of plit or plow- 
flice, in proportion to the ftate of the foil, 
- and the ftrength of the animals. 

For inftances in which thefe improve- 
ments were carried into effedl, fee the fol- 
lowing Minutes. 

An evident and great improvement, in 
the FARMYARD MANAGEMENT, is that 

I 

of bottoming the dung yard with mold : a 

practice 



Digitized by Google 




SOUTH DEVONSHIRE. 313 

practice by which a rich fource of manure, 
for grafsland, is obtained, without lofs of 
dung to the arable crops : or, if the mold 
be mixed up with the dung, in the fpring, 
a moft valuable compoft is formed, fit, in 
the courfe of the year, for any purpofe of 
Agriculture j and this at the trifling cod of 
collecting the materials ; which may fre- 
quently be done, by means of backcarriage ; 
and always at leifure times. 

It is at lead an objeCt of experiment, in 
this uncertain climature, to try the effeCts 
of early sowing, on clean reclaimed 
land. 

The prefent method of setting up 
Wheat, in the dubble, in this country, is 
very ineligible, compared with that of the 
North of England. See page 170. 

In the HARVESTING OF BARLEY AND 

oats, efpecially in a wet and backward 
feafon, the practice of the Northern Pro- 
vinces would, I am of opinion, be found 
very advantageous. See page 1 75. 

The winnowing mill requires to bo 
introduced, forthwith, into general practice. 

The turnep crop of this country is, 

at 
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at prefen t, difgraceful to Englifli Agri- 
culture. The pra&ice of Eaft Norfolk is 
perhaps the belt which this Diftrift could 
adopt. For a minute detail of that prac- 
tice, fee the Rural Economy of Nor- 
folk. 

In the MANAGEMENT OF LEY GROUNDS, 
fomething is evidently requifite to be done : 
many of them, at prefent, are fhamefully 
unproduttive. If the Norfolk plan of 
management were wholly adopted, and the 
duration of the leys confined to one whole 
year, fowing them with Wheat the fecond, 
they might with ftridt propriety be mown 
for hay, the firft year. But fhould they be^ 
continued, as at prefent, in pafture grounds, 
during five, fix, or feven years, eyery effort 
Ihould be made,' to prevent fo ruinous an 
operation from being neceffary j or, if it 
cannot be wholly prevented, its injury 
lhould be rendered as light as poffible, by 
mowing early, before the taller herbage has 
had time to deftroy the undergrowth, and 
injure its own roots. See the Minutes. 

The quantity of watered grassland 
may doubtlefs be much encreafed ; and the ^ 

prefent 
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prefent practice of watering be very much 
improved. 

Some considerable portion of the prefent 
orchard grounds, it is very probable, 
may be converted, profitably, into watered 
mowing grounds . And many unproductive 
Sites be converted, with (till greater profit, 
to Orchard grounds. See page 1 1 5. 

In the treatment of the prefent Orchards, 
one improvement is moft obvious ; name- 
ly, that of training up the trees, in fuch a 
manner, that yearling cattle may paSture 
among them, during fummer ; and Swine, 
the year through j except during the ga- 
thering feafon. In the pruning and clean- 
ing of Orchard trees, there is likewife full 
Scope for improvement. 

To the MANUFACTURING OF CIDER, 
the Devonshire Orchardmen might bend 
their attention with profit, by turning their 
. produce to the belt advantage. Their foil, 
and their climature, efpecially in a mode- 
rately dry fummer, are more friendly to the 
apple, than thofe of Herefordshire or Glo- 
pefterShire. And, were the arts of manu- 
facture as well understood, here, as in th® 

May- 
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Mayhili DiftriCt, I am of opinion, that the 
cider of Devonfhire would outrival that of 
Herefordfhire, at the London market *. 
However, while cider remains a mere ar- 
ticle of beverage, at the tables of thofe who 
indulge their palates, there is lefs en- 
couragement to excellency of manufacture, 
than there would be, were it falhionable, 
as a fubftitute for wine. 

The South Devonfhire Hufbandmen, 
however, have an objedt of improvement 
lying open before them, which will repay 
them, ten fold, for their attention, compared 
with any advantage that can arife from their 
Orchard grounds, or their fermenting 
rooms. This important objeCt of their 
attention is the breeding of livestock j 
whether Cattle, Sheep, or Swine. 

I am of opinion, that the rental value of 
the lands, of this part of the County, may be 
encreafed, exceedingly, by a due attention 
to the improvement of thefe three fpecies 
pf domeftic animals, only, And feeing the 

* For a minute detail of the Herefordfhire pra&ice, 
fee the Rural Economy of Glocestershir£, 
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facility with which it may be effected,— 
fince therp are fuperior breeds, of cattle 
and fheep at lead, within the limits of the 
County, — there remains no color of excufe 
for delaying fo valuable art improvement. 

Finally, I will beg leave to fugged:, in 
addition to the hints which are here confi- 
derately offered, that if the Gentlemen of 
this Country, who have lately formed them- 
felves into a Society, for the purpofe of 
promoting its Agriculture, will affift the 
professional part of their Countrymen, 
in the eftablifhment of substantial 
practices, inftead of wafting their atten- 
tion and fubfcriptions.on theoretic fchemes, 
and impracticable fpeculations, their Coun- 
try, for ages to come, may have caufe of 
gratitude for their patriotic exertions. 



A LIS1 
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LIST OF RATES 
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V . 

I N 

* r I 

WEST DEVONSHIRE. 

) 

• . C ./ 

Buildings. 

B LUE Slates, at the quarry, 3s. 6d. a 
thoufand ; for the ordinary rough un- 
tirefled Slates, great and fmall : running 
from 4 to 1 2 inches wide, and 8 to 1 8 
inches long, when dr e fled. The large 
Eaves Slates — provincial ly “ Rags” — fome 
'bf them two feet fquare, when drefled, are 
fold at 2s. 6d. a dozen; rough, at the 
quarry. ' 

The price of ** drefling,” or cutting 
Slates into the required form, is 2od. a 
thoufand. 

The 
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The entire workmanfhip, of dreffing, 
pinning, pins, and laying on, in mortar, is 
6s. a fquare, of i oo fquare feet : without 
pins, 5s. 6d. a fquare. 

A fquare of Slate roofing takes about 

a thoufand Slates. 

Oak timber — I5d. a foot. 

Afh timber — is. to iqd. a foot. 

Lime— 5d. a buihel. 

Mafons’ wages — i8d. a day, and a quart 
of cider. 

Carpenters’ wages— the fame. 



Woodland Produce. 

Cordwood- fee page 95. 

Rough Topwood — prov. “ Sheedwood” 
(7 feet long, and the thicknefs of the 
arm, to that of the thigh) — 3 or 4s. 
each 1 00. 

Spray Faggots (4 feet long and 3 girt) 
i6d. a dozen to the King’s bakehoufes, 
&c. 

Hus- 
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Husbandry. 

The yearly wages of fervants are, — • 

Prime Men Servants 81 . 

Second 61 . 

Women Servants 3I. to 3 guineas; 

Boys 9d. to 1 3d. a week. 

Day wages : — in winter and fpring, 1 s. 
a day ; with a quart of cider, to con- 
ftant laborers. In hay time, is. with 
more liquor. In harveft, 1 s. with full 
board. See alfo page 107. 

Mowing meadow grafs — 2s. Clover — 

2od. and Corn i8d. the cuftomary 
acre * ; with 3 or 4 quarts of cider, 
each acre. 

Reaping Wheat — 4 or 5s. an acre, with- 
out binding it. 

Thrafliing Wheat (in the Devon- 
fhire manner fee page 1 8 1 .) — is. a 
** bulhel” of two Winchefter bufhels ; 
including the making up and binding 
of the reed. 

Vol. I. Y Day’s 

* Customary acre. This is calculated byperches 
of eighteen feet fquare ; being proportioned to the ftatute 
acre, nearly as fix is to five. 
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Day’s work of a packhorfe — is. 

Plowing ley ground - 6s. an acre. 

- - broken ground — 4s. 6d. an acre, 
Agiftment of a cow — 2s. a week. 

■ 1 — of Iheep — 2d. or 3d. a head. 

for the winter — 4s, 

from October or November to Lady- 
day : an extra price, which is owing 
to the facility of keeping fheep, in 
fummer, on the common 2nd forel^ 
Jands. 



PROVINCIALISMS, 



Digitized by Google 



PROVINCIALISMS 



O F 

WEST DEVONSHIRE. 



A. 



APPLE DRONES : walps (the ordinary 
r\ name). 

ARRISHES: ftubbles, 

ARRISH MOWS; field ftacklets. See 
Vol, I. page 171, 



B. 

BALLARD : a caftrate ram. 

' BARKER : a rubber, or whetftone. 

BARTON : a large farm. See page 101. 
BEAT : the roots and foil fubjedled to the ope- 
ration of “burning Beat.”—- See Vol. I. 
P. 141. 

BEATING AXE : fee as above. 

Y 2 BEEN; 
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BEEN : a with, withey, or band : a twifted twig, 

BEESOM or J 3 IZZOM (bpartium Scoparium ) : 
the Broom plant : hence a name of the fweep- 

' ing broom of the houfewife. 

BEVERAGE : water cider, or fmall cider. 

BLIND NETTLE ( Galeopfis tetrakil): wild 
hemp. 

BURROW : a hillock or heap; as “ Stone Bur^ 
rows” — “ Beat Burrows hence, probably, 
Barrow — (Tumulus ). 

BUSS : a grafs calf. See page 249. 

BUTT : a clofe-bodied cart; as dung butt, or 
wheel cart ; gurry butt, or fledge cart : ox 
butt ; horfe butt. 

BUTT LOAD : about fix feams. 



C ADDEL ( Heracleum Sphor.dilium J: cowparfnip. 
CESS or ZESS : a mow, in a barn. 

CHEESE: the pile cf pomage, in making cider, 
CLAW-ILL : the foul, in cattle. 

CLOUTED CREAM : cream raifed by heat. 
COB, orCOBWALL: mudwall. 
CONVENTIONARY RENTS : the referved 
rents of life leafes. 

COOMB: a narrow meadowy bottom; gene- 
rally, or always, between hanging woods. 
COURTLAGE : farm yard. 

COUSIN- 
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COUSIN BETTY : a female changeling, real or 
counterfeit, who goes about the Country, to 
excite charity; as flie does in Yorkfhire, — 
under the fame name ! 

CROOKS: a furniture of packhorfes. Seepage 
121. 

CROW BAR, or BAR IRE : an iron crow. 

CULVERS : pigeons. 

CULVER HOUSE: pigeon houfe, or dove cot. 

. / 

D. 

DASHELS ( Cardui ) : thirties (the ordinary 
name). 

DRAGS : large harrows. 

DRAY : a fledge, for light produce, as hay or 
draw. A corruption of Draw ? 

To DRAW ; to carry, or convey, hay or corn, 
on a waggon or fledge : mod proper. Ch 
From dray or draw — a Hedge? / 

DRUDGE: a large team rake. See page 12^. 

E. 

ETH — is in common ufe, as the termination of 
the third perfon Angular : hath, doth, are 
alfo in ordinary ufe. 

EARTH RIDGES : fee page 158, 

EAVER. ( Lolium ferenne ) : raygrafs, 

Y 3 FAIRIES 
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F. 

FAIRIES (pronounced “ Vairies”) : fquirrels f 

FERN WEB ( Searalaus Horticola ? ) : a fmall 
chaffer j injurious to the fruit of the apple tree, 
while very fmall. 

FETTER LOCK : fetlock of a horfe ; by cor- 
ruption, perhaps, Footlock. 

F LA P D O C K ( Digitalis purpurea ) : Fox Glove. 

FRENCH NUTS : walnuts. 

FRITH : brufhwood. 

G. 

GALE : a cafhate bull. 

GREENSIDE : grafs, turf, greenfward. 

GREY BIRD : the thrulh ; no doubt, in con- 
tradiftindlion to the Black bird ■, both being 
birds of fong, and nearly of the fame fize > a 
fimple, apt diftindtion. 

GURRY BUTT: dung fledge. See page 121. 

H. 



HACK : a one-ended mattock. 

HAM TREES : hames. 

HAMWARDS : ftraw or rufh collars, for Jwrfes. 
HANDBEATING: fee page 142. 



HAND- 



WEST DEVONSHIRE. W 

HANDREAPING: ordinary reaping ; contra- 
diftinft from hewing. 

HAUL-TO : a three-tined dung drag. 

To HEAL : to cover, as with flates. 

HEALING or HELLING : the date covering 
ofa roof i alfo the operation of dating : heftce, 

HELLIER : a dater. 

HERBER Y : a cottage garden, or herb garden. 

HEWING: a method of cutting wheat. See 
page 16S. 

HINE : bailiff, or farm fteward. 

HOG COLTS : yearling colts. 

HOGS : yearling fheep. 

HOLM ( Ilex Acpiifolium ) : holly. 

J. 

JUNCATE, or JUNKET : coagulated milkj 
eaten in the undifturbed Rate of coagulation ; 
with fugar, fpices, and clouted cream. ' 



KEEZER : a fort of fieve. 

\ 

L. 

\ 

To LEAD: to carry “ trades,” on horfeback. 
See page 167. 

LEAR 
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LEAR or LEARY : empty ; as an unloaded cart 
or waggon. 

LEAT : an artificial rill, rivulet, or brook. See 
Vol. II. p. 269. 

LENT ROSE (pi. I.ENT rosen) : the Nar- 
cfffus, or Daffodil. 

LlNHAY : an open fhed. 

M. 

MASTS, or MESS ? Acorns. 

MAZED : filly— idiotic. 

TO MELL : to mix, as lime and earth. 

MORES : roots, whether ofgrafs or trees (the- 
ordinary name). 

MOCK : pomage, or ground fruit. 

MOW : a rick or Hack. 

MOWHAY: ftackyard. 



N. 



NECESSITY: a bafe kind of fpirit. See p. 236. 
NOT or KNOT : polled, as fheep. 

\ 

O. 

OAK WEBB (Scarab aits' Mdolontha ) : the 
Chaffer, or Maybug. 



To 
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To ORDAIN : to order. 

ORDAINED : intended (common). 

OVERLAND FARM : a parcel of land, with- 
out a houfe to it. 

P. * 

PASSAGE: ferry j the ordinary name. , 

PIKE, PEEK, or PICK : a prong or hay 
fork. Analogous with war pike ? 

TO PITCH : to fling Iheaves upon a Rack or 
mow. See page 177. 

PLANSHER : a chamber floor. 

PLOW : a team of oxen. 

PLUM : light and puffy, as fome foils. 

POOK : a cock of hay. 

POTWATER : water for houfhold purpoles. 

POUND HOUSE : cider manufactory. See 
p. 228. 

POTTS : furniture of pack horfes. See p.122. 

R. 

RAW CREAM : cream raifed in the natural 
way : not ct fcalded,” or “ clouted.” 

RED HAY : mowburnt hay ; in diftinCtion to 
“ green hay,” or hay which has taken a mo- 
derate heat j and to “ vinny hay,” or that 
which is mouldy. 

REED: unbruiled ftraw, of wheat or rye. 

ROO: rough. 

SCALD 
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S. . 

SCALD CREAM : cream raifed by heat; clouted 
cream. 

SEAM : a horfe load; or three hundred-weights. 
SEWL or SULE, — pronounced “ ZULE a 

plow (the only name). See Plow. 
SHEEDWOOD : rough poles of topwood. 
SHIPPEN : an ox houfe. 

SKIRTING : fee page 144. 

SKOVES : reaps, Ihoves, grips, or bundles, of 
corn ; — unbpund fheaves. 

SLAPDASH : roughcaft, or liquid coating of 
buildings. 

SLAT AXE : a mattock, with a Ihort axe end, 
SLIDEBUTT: dungfledge. See gurry butt. 
SMALL ; low, a§ the water of a river, &c, 
SOUANT: fair, even, regular(a hackneyed word), 
TO SPADE : to pare, or breaftplow. 

SPARS : thatching rods. 

SPINE : turf, fod, fward. 

SPIRE ( Arundo ) : reed. 

STAFF : a meafure ofnine feet ; half a cuftomary 
rod. 

STEM : the handle of a fork. 

STICKLE: fteep,asaroad; or rapid, as a dream. 
STROLL : a narrow dip of land. 

STROYL: 
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5 TROYL : couch, or other weeds 5 or roots of 
weeds : efpecially what harrow up, or rake out 
of the foil whether in the field, or the 
garden. 

5 URVEY ; a fort of au&ion. See page 71. 

T. 

To TILL : to fow and harrow in the feed ; to 
feminate. 

TONGTREE: thepoleof an ox cart, or waggon. 

TOR : a ragged pointed hill j as u Brent Tor,'* 
Roo-Tor,” — f c High-Tor.” 

TORMENTING : fub-hping, or fub-plowing. 
See page a 96. 

TRONE : trench or drain. 

TRUSSES : bundles of corn or ftraw, to be 
Vied” on horfeback. See page 167. 

TUCKER: fuller. 

TUCKING MILL: fulling mill. 

JURF: peat. 

1 

V. 

VAGS : turves, for fuel. A corruption of 
Flags ? fee Prov. of Norfolk. 

VAT : the bed of the cider prels. 

ToVELL: fee page 143. 

, VETTY : 
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VETTY : appofite, fuitable ; — oppofed tbi 
Wish. 

VINNY: mouldy. 

VC$RRAGE: earth colle&ed, for “melling” widt 



liqae. 






* 

•* .« 4 



W. 



WANTS : jmoles. 

WHITAKEft : a fpeciesofquartz. Seepage i6. 
WHITE WITCH : a good creature, which has 
the power of counteracting the evil defigns of 
Black Witches. Such kind Spirits formerly 
were found in Yorkfhire : and are Itill Ipoken 
of, therC, by the fame name ! 

WISH: inapt, bad, unfit, as <c with weather”, — or 
any “ wilh thing”,-— as a ftone, or a piece of 
timber, dll fuited to the faupofe for which it is 
;• applied or required (another haofcneyed epi** 
thet). 



¥ 



*Y. 



YOKE of OXEN : a pair of oxen. 

* 



7 f • ’ * , x • 

END OF THE fIR'ST yOLtTME. 

\ '1 r- ( 'j** 
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